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Badiul is the president of 
the unity council, while 
Rabbani and Nazrul are 
vice-presidents and Sumon 
is the publicity secretary.

Meanwhile, the Inter-
Ministry Employees 
Association has filed 
applications with the 
relevant ministries, seeking 
a meeting with several 
advisers and secretaries.

The applications, 
signed by Nazrul Islam, 
coordinator of the 
association, stated, “The 
employees are deeply 
ashamed and saddened 
by these short-sighted 
actions. Because of these 
activities, many innocent 
and low-paid employees 
and their families are 
living in fear -- a situation 
that must be resolved 
urgently.”

Contacted, Nazrul 
said, “Behaving in an 
unprofessional manner 
while protesting for fair 
demands is not acceptable; 
it cannot be supported. 
Because some individuals 
crossed the line during that 
day’s protest, the leaders of 
the movement are now in a 
difficult position.”

Assistant Sub-Inspector 
Hafizur Rahman filed the 
case with Shahbagh Police 
Station on December 12 
against the 14 employees 
and 200 to 250 unnamed 
persons.

The case document 
said, “With the intent to 
endanger the integrity, 
solidarity, public safety or 
sovereignty of the country, 

the accused conspired to 
create panic among the 
officials and employees, to 
confine the finance adviser, 
and to cause damage to 
Secretariat property.”

The forwarding report 
submitted to the court 
mentioned that the 
accused confined Finance 
Adviser Salehuddin Ahmed 
inside the Secretariat on 
the first day of protests on 
December 10. 

It said the accused 
also conspired, aided, or 
instigated acts “to engage 
in terrorist and subversive 
activities”.

Citing sources, the case’s 
investigator Sub-inspector 
KM Rezaul Karim claimed 
the accused reportedly 
colluded with absconding 
fascist Awami League 
criminals and unlawfully 
assembled inside the 
Secretariat to render the 
interim government and 
the Secretariat ineffective. 

“They did it to thwart 
the upcoming election,” he 
said.

3 charges brought against ex-NTMC chief
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and other inhumane acts, 
including complicity in and 
failure to prevent crimes 
under the International 
Crimes (Tribunals) Act, 1973.

Charge 1 states that, 
acting on Ziaul’s planning 
and with his direct 
participation, four persons, 
including one unidentified 
individual, were killed in 
2011 near the Bypass Road 
area of Gazipur’s Pubail.

Charge 2 alleges that 
between 2010 and 2013, at 
least 50 people, including 
former BDR member Nazrul 
Islam Mallik and Alkas 
Mallik, were shot dead at the 
confluence of the Baleshwar 
river in Barguna, and their 
bodies were dumped into 
the river.

Charge 3 states that 
between 2010 and 2013, 
Ziaul was involved in the 
killing of another 50 people 
in Barguna and in the 
Sundarbans in Bagerhat 
under the guise of anti-
forest bandit operations.

Chief Prosecutor Tajul 
Islam urged the tribunal 
to take cognisance of the 
charges, award the accused 
the highest punishment or 
any punishment deemed 
appropriate, and order 
the confiscation of his 
properties following trial.

The three-member 
tribunal, headed by Justice 
Md Golam Mortuza 
Mozumder, took cognisance 
of the charges and issued a 
production warrant against 
Ziaul, who is currently in 
custody, ordering that he be 
produced before the tribunal 
on December 21.
‘EPIC ROLE’ IN ENFORCED 

DISAPPEARANCES

Addressing the tribunal, 
Tajul said that after 2009, 
a culture of enforced 
disappearance and 
extrajudicial killing became 
entrenched in Bangladesh, 
with Ziaul playing an “epic” 
role.

He said Ziaul was posted 
to Rab as a major in 2009 
and soon became “one of 
the most trusted officers” 
of then prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina through his 
activities.

“As a result, he never 
returned to his parent force, 
the Bangladesh Army, and 
remained in Rab until he was 
forced to retire as a major 
general in 2024,” Tajul told 
the tribunal.

Despite allegedly not 
completing mandatory 
promotion courses or 
commanding a battalion, 
brigade, or formation, 
Ziaul was promoted to the 
rank of major general, an 
“unprecedented incident” 
in the history of the 
Bangladesh Army, Tajul said.

Briefing journalists 
after the hearing, the 
chief prosecutor alleged 
that the promotion was 
a reward. “Because of his 
extraordinary efficiency 
in killings and enforced 
disappearances, the then 
government rewarded him 
by granting the post in this 
irregular, rule-breaking 
manner,” he said.
HORRIFYING KILLINGS

Tajul said one of the major 
killing zones was Char Duani 
of Barguna’s Patharghata, 
stretching through the Char 
Duani canal to multiple 
points and the estuary of the 
Baleshwar.

According to eyewitness 

accounts, law enforcers in 
plain clothes would instruct 
shopkeepers at Char Duani 
Bazaar to close by 9:00pm, 
order lights to be switched 
off, and warn residents not to 
leave their homes, creating 
an atmosphere of fear.

Around 11:00pm or later, 
Rab members would arrive 
in black-glass microbuses, 
jeeps, and double-cabin 
pickup trucks. Detainees 
were brought with their 
hands and mouths tied and 
heads covered with black 
cloth, leaving no chance of 
identification.

“From the Char Duani 
Bazaar Ghat, these detainees 
were taken on trawlers 
or boats to the middle of 
the river and shot dead 
using pistols with pillows 
pressed against their heads 
or chests,” Tajul told the 
tribunal.

“After the shooting, their 
stomachs were slit open, 
cement blocks were tied to 
their heads and legs, and the 
bodies were dumped into 
the water. Blood and other 
traces on the boats were 
scrubbed to erase evidence. 
The code name of such 
preparation was ‘Gestapo’,” 
he said, adding that those 
involved in the operations 
were warned that speaking 
out would result in the same 
fate.

Similar operations were 
allegedly carried out in the 
Buriganga and Shitalakkhya 
rivers near Dhaka, the 
estuary of the Karnaphuli 
River, and the Bay of Bengal 
near Patenga in Chattogram, 
Tajul told the tribunal.

In many cases, Ziaul 
personally participated in 
the killings; in others, Rab 

intelligence members or 
selected personnel from 
different battalions carried 
out the operations under 
his direct instructions, the 
prosecution said.
KILLING in SUNDARBANS 

The prosecution further 
alleged that Ziaul used 
so-called anti-robbery 
operations in the 
Sundarbans as a cover for 
mass killings, effectively 
turning the forest into 
a sanctuary for “killing 
missions”.

Investigations found the 
involvement of both senior 
and junior officers, though 
their identities were withheld 
due to ongoing probes, Tajul 
told the tribunal.

According to the charges, 
detainees were taken at 
night to pre-arranged 
“robber dens” inside the 
Sundarbans. Rab allegedly 
built makeshift huts stocked 
with household items, 
clothes, and food to create 
the appearance of robber 
hideouts.

Victims were brought 
blindfolded and bound, shot 
dead, and Rab members 
then fired repeatedly to 
simulate gunfights. In some 
cases, loyal journalists were 
taken to nearby locations, 
kept away from the killing 
sites, and later briefed with 
fabricated narratives.

Many of the operations 
were either led by Ziaul 
or carried out under his 
direct supervision by Rab 
intelligence and selected 
members of Rab-8 and 
Rab-6, he added. Three 
major operations were cited 
-- Operation Nishankhali, 
Operation Mora Bhola, and 
Operation Katka.
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Everything’s gone
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committee would be formed 
to determine the cause of the 
fire and assess the damage.

He said firefighting efforts 
were hampered by the area’s 
narrow roads. “It is difficult 
even for a person to walk 
through these alleys,” he said.

Calling the area 
hazardous, Saleh Uddin said 

it did not fall clearly under 
residential or commercial 
zoning and showed little 
regard for safety or building 
codes.

Md Abdullah Al Mamun, 
officer-in-charge of 
Chawkbazar Police Station, 
said no cases were filed in 
connection with the fire as of 
last evening.

Amnesty, CPJ demand
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In another statement, CPJ 
said police on December 
15 opened an investigation 
against Alamgir and three 
others under the Anti-
Terrorism Act. They were 
accused of spreading 
propaganda through talk 
shows and social media 
posts and of conspiring 
to rehabilitate the banned 
Awami League, citing news 
reports.

“Using a counterterrorism 
law to detain a journalist 
months before a landmark 
election raises serious 
concerns about the interim 
government’s commitment 
to press freedom, a pillar of 
democracy,” said CPJ Asia-
Pacific Program Coordinator 
Kunāl Majumder.

“Authorities in 
Bangladesh must 
immediately release 
senior journalist Anis 
Alamgir and stop targeting 
members of the press for 
expressing views critical 
of the government,” the 
statement said.

Anis Alamgir was 
arrested by the detectives 
at a gym in the capital on 
December 14. A Dhaka 
magistrate granted 
police a five-day remand 
to question Alamgir the 
following day.

The arrest followed 
a complaint filed by an 
individual who identified 
himself as an organiser of 
the anti-discrimination 

student movement.
If convicted under 

the Anti-Terrorism Act, 
Alamgir could face life 
imprisonment and a 
substantial fine, CPJ said.

CPJ said it could not 
determine which sections 
of the act were applied, as it 
was unable to obtain a copy 
of the First Information 
Report.

CPJ also said it has 
documented a sharp rise 
in attacks on journalists 
in Bangladesh, including 
at least 17 journalists 
assaulted in February 2025 
alone, along with multiple 
arrests and detentions 
under security-related laws.

A former war 
correspondent, Alamgir 
covered conflicts in 
Afghanistan in 2001 
and Iraq in 2003. He has 
decades of experience 
in print and broadcast 
media and has recently 
commented on national 
politics, security issues, and 
media freedom through 
television appearances and 
social media.

Police block march
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Several hundred protesters 
under the banner of “July 
Oikya” gathered in the 
Rampura Bridge area and 
began the march around 
3:15pm. When the procession 
reached North Badda around 
4:00pm, police set up 
barricades and stopped the 
march.

Protesters later broke 
through the barricade but 
were halted again by a stronger 
blockade. They eventually sat 
on the road, chanting slogans 
and delivering speeches 
through loudspeakers.

At a sit-in in front of 
Hossain Market in North 
Badda, July Oikya leaders 
alleged that those involved 
in the July-August 2024 
killings had fled to India and 
demanded their immediate 
repatriation.

They also said no political 
party would be allowed to 
build “friendly relations” with 
India in the way the Awami 
League had done to come to 
power.

The speakers demanded 
an end to border killings and 
called for immediate action to 

stop such incidents. They also 
demanded the arrest of those 
involved in the shooting of 
Hadi. The programme ended 
around 5:00pm.

Meanwhile, traffic 
movement was severely 
disrupted in the Rampura, 
Badda, and Pragati Sarani 
areas, with hundreds of 
vehicles stuck for over an hour 
due to police barricades, the 
procession and the sit-in.

In North Badda, barricades 
on both sides of the road 
left only a narrow passage, 
causing long delays for 
commuters.

In another update, 
students under the banner 
of “Adhipotto Birodhi 
Shikkharthibrindo” staged 
an “Azadi” march at Dhaka 
University last night, 
protesting what they called 
interference by the Indian high 
commissioner in Bangladesh’s 
internal affairs and a threat to 
the country’s sovereignty.

The march began around 
10:00pm from Madhur 
Canteen, moved through 
campus roads, and ended 
with a brief rally at the Raju 
Memorial Sculpture. 

Police roll out special security
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They said they hoped 
that, with everyone’s 
cooperation, Christmas 
would be celebrated this 
year in a festive atmosphere 
while maintaining religious 
solemnity, as in previous 
years.

Welcoming the 
community leaders, the IGP 
said Christmas is a universal 
festival and that police 
remain alert around the 
occasion. 

He expressed optimism 
that Bangladesh Police 
would use its full capacity to 
ensure peaceful celebrations 
of both Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve.

The meeting reviewed 
the overall security situation 
and decided to take 
appropriate measures for 
the two occasions.

The PHQ press release 
said immediate legal action 
would be taken against 
anyone attempting to 
disrupt communal harmony 
by spreading misleading 

posts, comments or images 
on social media centring 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve. Cyber monitoring will 
be strengthened to prevent 
the spread of rumours.

Parties concerned 
were requested to deploy 
volunteers alongside law 
enforcement agencies to 
ensure security at churches 
across the country, and 
to ensure adequate 
lighting, including standby 
generators or rechargeable 
lights.

Security will also be 
tightened in tourist areas, 
including Cox’s Bazar and 
Kuakata, on New Year’s Eve, 
the PHQ said.

Action will be taken 
against excessive use 
of vehicle horns and 
reckless driving of cars or 
motorcycles.

People were advised 
to seek assistance from 
the National Emergency 
Service 999 or local beat 
police officers in case of any 
emergency.

Meanwhile, the Supreme 
Court Secretariat has moved 
to strengthen security 
measures at all lower courts 
across the country in order 
to ensure the safe and 
uninterrupted conduct of 
judicial proceedings.

Mohammad Habibur 
Rahman Siddique, senior 
secretary of the SC 
Secretariat, issued a letter 
to the IGP on December 
14 requesting him to take 
necessary security measures 
at all the subordinate courts.

In the letter, he said 
the judiciary requires 
heightened protection 
as subordinate courts 
witness the daily presence 
of large numbers of people, 
including litigants, lawyers, 
court officials, and staff 
members.

The letter also said the SC 
has recently taken several 
security-related decisions, 
under which access to 
courtrooms of both its 
Appellate and High Court 
Divisions has been restricted.

47% newlyweds face mistimed
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Almost all marriages were 
legally registered, indicating 
age manipulation, Fauzia 
Akhter said.

The survey found that 60 
percent of rural women and 
66 percent of urban women 
discontinued their education 
immediately after marriage. 
Barriers included disapproval 
from husbands and in-laws, 
parental influence, relocation 
after marriage, prevailing 
social norms and financial 
constraints.

By the end of the study, 
73 percent of respondents 
had become pregnant, 
mostly within the first year of 
marriage. 

Of them, 47 percent 
reported mistimed 
pregnancies -- three times 
higher in urban slums than in 
rural sites.

Although 68 percent 
of urban women preferred 
to wait at least two years 
before conceiving, 67 percent 

became pregnant within two 
years of marriage. 

Only 17 percent of urban 
women planned to conceive 
within one year, but 36 
percent became pregnant 
within that time.

In contrast, 73 percent 
of rural women planned to 
conceive within one year of 
marriage, while 58 percent 
did so.

Asked about the reasons, 
Fauzia Akhter said pressure 
from husbands, in-laws and 
even parents was a major 
factor. She added that issues 
such as discontinuation 
of contraceptive use need 
further investigation.

The study also showed 
that 79 percent of surveyed 
wives experienced controlling 
behaviour by their husbands 
within six months of marriage. 

During this period, 
52 percent experienced 
economic violence, 23 percent 
psychological violence, 15 
percent physical violence and 

14 percent sexual violence.
Initially, husbands 

reported higher marital 
satisfaction than wives -- 73 
percent compared to 47 
percent. 

Over time, satisfaction 
declined for both partners, 
with a sharper drop among 
husbands. By one and a half 
years of marriage, satisfaction 
declined by 27 percent among 
husbands and 24 percent 
among wives.

A panel discussion on 
the study was held with 
Rafiqul Islam Talukder of the 
Directorate General of Family 
Planning, Prof Shah Ali Akbar 
Ashrafi of the Bloomberg 
Data for Health Initiative, 
Prof Farhana Dewan of the 
Obstetrical and Gynecological 
Society of Bangladesh, and 
Rokhsana Yasmin of UNFPA 
Bangladesh. 

The session was moderated 
by Ahmed Ehsanur Rahman, 
technical coordinator of the 
study.
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Gaps in laws, enforcement fuel
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more views it gets, the more 
money platforms make. This 
must stop, and government 
intervention is essential,” he 
said. He cited measures in 
Europe and Australia, such 
as age restrictions on social 
media, as examples that 
Bangladesh could consider. 

He also said men in 
positions of power must take 
responsibility for addressing 
online violence against 
women.

Nova Ahmed, associate 
professor at North South 
University, warned that cyber 
violence spreads quickly and 
leaves permanent digital 
traces.

“Even women studying 
abroad hesitate to speak out 
due to fear of judgment or 
backlash,” she said, urging 
greater inclusion of women 
and technology experts in 
efforts to create safer digital 
spaces.

Barrister Priya Ahsan 
Chowdhury, adviser at 
CSWC, said while Bangladesh 
has the Cyber Security Act 
and pornography control 
laws, challenges remain 
in their definitions and 
implementation.

“The earlier definitions 
were too broad and were 

sometimes misused against 
women,” she said.

She added that the new 
cyber law addresses issues 
such as revenge porn and 
online sexual harassment, 
but careful implementation 
is needed to prevent misuse.

Naziba Basher, journalist 
at The Daily Star, said online 
violence against women 
reflects long-standing 
social attitudes that have 
intensified with digital 
platforms. “When society 
demonises sexual desire 
and blames women, digital 
spaces amplify this violence,” 
she said.

She said enforcement 
remains weak, and victims 
often feel intimidated or 
blamed when reporting abuse.

“Laws should protect 
survivors, ensure immediate 
safety, and help handle 
digital evidence properly, 
not just punish offenders,” 
she added.

Farhana Yasmin, deputy 
commissioner of the DMP’s 
Victim Support Centre, said 
many victims do not know 
where to seek help, and 
there is no quick mechanism 
to remove harmful online 
content.

She called for stronger 
coordination among police, 

NGOs, and cyber units.
“Victims first need 

counselling to recover 
from trauma, followed by 
guidance on how to proceed 
with complaints,” she said.

She also stressed the 
importance of digital safety 
education in schools and 
parental monitoring, adding 
that children should have 
parental controls and linked 
accounts to ensure safe 
online use.

Bring ‘AL criminals’ to book
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Student leaders alleged 
that police refrained from 
arresting “AL criminals” 
because they were not 
formally accused. 

In response, Jahangir told 
Superintendent Mizanur 
Rahman Munshi on the 
spot, “Whether there is a 
case or not against an Awami 
League criminal is irrelevant. 
You must immediately bring 
them under law. Failure to 

do so will result in action 
against you.”

Praying for Hadi’s 
recovery, the adviser added, 
“The key accused has yet to 
be arrested, but the weapon 
used in the attack has been 
recovered. We have arrested 
an accomplice and placed 
him on remand. We will 
complete the remaining 
work step by step.”

Mizanur told The Daily 
Star over the phone, “Our 

operations are underway, 
and checkpoints are in 
place.” 

Police have intensified 
security nationwide, 
including the capital, with 
21,630 motorcycles and 
19,094 vehicles searched at 
checkpoints yesterday.

“Operation Devil Hunt 
Phase-1” was launched on 
February 8, resulting in 
over 12,500 arrests between 
February 8 and March 1.
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