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UN MIGRATION
Chiel of Mission

100 Bangladesh

Message

On the occasion of International Migrunts Day 2025, the Intemational Organization for
Migration (IOM) proudly joins the global community m celebrating the theme "My Great Story:
Cultures and Dﬁi&:ﬁmml " This theme compels us o look beyond statistics and see the human faces
behind mtgrem individual journeys that weave wogether cultures, spark innovation, and drive
progress actoss borders. As we commemaornte this significant day, we extend our sincere appreciation

‘Govemnment of Bangladesh for its leadership in ucing this valuable publication, bringing
together important perspectives on migration that will inform policy and practice.

Every migrant carries a story worth telling. These stories speak of cournge and determination,

of families building better futures, and of communities transformed new connechions. Migration
shapes our world %lmugh this exchange of ideas, traditions, and skills—creating bridges between
mations and enriching societies in ways both visible and profound.

Bangladesh's mlgrwnn story is particularly compelling. Over 13 million Bangladeshi workers
have sought o unities shrond since 1976, and their contributions continue to grow. The record $30
billion in remittances received in fiscal year 2024-25 represents more than economic flows—it reflects
investments in children's education, Irnpmved. healthcare for families, new businesses in local
communitics, and the strengthening of Bangladesh's economy. These workers serve as cultural
ambassadors while maintaimng deep ties 1o their homeland, embodying the spint of this year's
International Migrants Day theme.

Yel we recognize that not all mlgmmn stories unfold as they should, Exploitation, unsafe
working conditions, and inadequate protections remain pmjsrem challenges. I0M's work centers on
changing this reality by building systems that protect migrants' rights and dignity from recruitment

through retum. Through ps with the Government of Bangladesh, we focus on creating
migration pathways thal are safe by design, not by chance.

This year marks importani progress in Bangladesh's migration governance journey. The recent
launch of the Manual on Migration and the Bangladesh Mlgjatlun Snﬁpﬁhﬂl provides
policymakers with evidence-based tools for decision-making. These initiatives demonstrate how data
and research translate into beiter protection and services for migrants. Additionally, Bangladesh's
continued leadmhug w8 8 GCM Champion Country shows its commitment to implementing
international stan while addressing national priorities.

As we commemorate Intemational Migrants Day 2025, we celebrate not just the contributions
of magmms but also the societies that embrace diversity u.rld rccogm:m migration's potential. The
articles in this publication examine critical dimensions of migration in Bangladesh, offering analysis
and recommendations that can guide future action.

Looking forward, IOM remains committed to working alongside the Government of
Bangladesh unﬁ all partners to build 8 migration ecosystem where every person's story can be n
fulfilling story—characterized by opportunity, safery, and respect. Together, we can ensure that
migration continues to be a powerful driver of development, cultural exchange, and hurnan progress,
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