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Cases against candidates
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empowers the Election 
Commission to act against 
candidates who submit false 
information in affidavits. The 
EC has set December 29 as 
the deadline for submitting 
nomination papers.

According to BNP’s 
cell on cases, enforced 
disappearances and killings, 
between 2009 and August 
2024, over 1.5 lakh cases were 
filed against party leaders and 
activists, naming more than 
64 lakh accused. Party leaders 
said around 37,000 of those 
cases were later withdrawn.

Senior BNP figures 
said they fear a section of 
election officials with close 
ties to a certain political 
party may attempt to create 
legal complications for BNP 
candidates by scrutinising 
these cases.

“As many of our 
candidates faced cases over 
the last 16 years under the 
fascist government, the party 
advised them to act carefully. 
If needed, the party will help 
them,” a senior party leader 
told The Daily Star after the 
meeting.

At the meeting, Tarique 
urged party leaders to keep 
the grassroots united and 
active, warning that they 
must remain vigilant amid 
what he described as an 
ongoing conspiracy against 
the party.

Sirajganj-6 candidate 
Amirul Islam said, “The party 
advised us on how to submit 
nominations properly 
following the polls code of 
conduct under the RPO. It 
also asked us to follow the 
electoral code of conduct.”

Rajshahi-3 candidate 
Shafiqul Haq Milon said 
party leaders guided them on 
running effective campaigns, 
while Khulna-2 candidate 
Najrul Islam Manju noted, 
“Candidates’ words and 
behaviour should not face 
any kind of criticism. That is 
why we were warned at the 
meeting.”

According to meeting 
sources, candidates were 

also asked to centre their 
campaigns on an eight-
sector plan covering family 
welfare, agriculture, health, 
education, sports, the 
environment, religious 
affairs and employment. 
They were warned against 
using offensive language that 
could give rivals ammunition 
during the campaign.

The party further advised 
candidates on public 
communication -- how to 
address rallies, respond to 
questions and remain alert 
to propaganda and what it 
described as false allegations, 
particularly on social media.

The BNP yesterday also 
held separate meetings with 
two allied platforms at its 
chairperson’s office as part 
of ongoing efforts to resolve 
seat-sharing disputes ahead 
of the polls, party sources 
said.

The allies urged the 
BNP to reconsider several 
constituencies where it has 
already decided to nominate 
its own candidates, while 
BNP leaders assured them 
that partners would receive 
due consideration, including 
in future roles if the party 
forms the next government.

Syed Ehsanul Huda, 
coordinator of the 12-party 
alliance and chairman of 
Bangladesh Jatiya Dal, 
described the talks as 
positive. Fariduzzaman 
Farhad, coordinator of the 
Jatiyotabadi Somomona 
Jote and chairman of NPP, 
said their discussion was 
fruitful and that they had 
sought nine seats, with BNP 
giving assurances.

According to BNP sources, 
the party will continue one-
to-one talks today with 
Colonel (retd) Oli Ahmed-
led LDP, the six-party 
Ganatantra Mancha and 
Gono Forum, and will meet 
the Nationalist Democratic 
Movement, Left Democratic 
Unity and BJP tomorrow. 
After concluding discussions 
with all allies, BNP is also 
set to hold talks with Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam.

Ctg cop dies 
while on duty
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A police constable 
of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police 
(CMP) died while on duty 
at the court building in 
Chattogram’s Court Hill 
area last evening.

The deceased, 
Mozammal Hoque, 
from Ashuganj in 
Brahmanbaria, was 
attached to Double 
Mooring Police Station 
under CMP’s West Zone, 
police officials said.

Police said he had 
come to the court with 
documents and files from 
the police station. He 
collapsed in a corridor 
while walking out after 
submitting the files to the 
section concerned.

Aminur Rashid, 
assistant commissioner 
of police and 
spokesperson of CMP, 
said, “The constable was 
rushed to Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital, 
where the on-duty doctor 
declared him dead.”

He added that doctors 
said he had a stroke.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Students of Rangamati Agricultural Training 
Institute yesterday staged a protest by boycotting 
classes and examinations, pressing for their eight-
point demand. 

They observed the programme by locking the 
administrative and academic buildings as well as 
the main gate, leaving teachers and staff standing 
outside. 

The students 
said diploma 
a g r i c u l t u r i s t s 
should have 
opportunities to 
pursue higher 
education at 
independent public 
agricultural universities and that deputy assistant 
agricultural officers should be upgraded to second 
class gazette posts. 

They said the movement aims to realise the 
eight-point demands to improve the quality 
of diploma agricultural education, including 
addressing the shortage of teachers. 

“As our demands have not been implemented, we 
have started the agitation by skipping examinations,” 
a student said, adding that the movement would 
continue until the demands are met and the boycott 
of classes and exams would remain in force.

EIGHT-POINT DEMAND

Rangamati agri 
institute students 
boycott classes

MATHBARIA UPAZILA HEALTH COMPLEX

Construction stalled for 10 
months, patients suffer

KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Patients at the Mathbaria Upazila 
Health Complex in Pirojpur 
are facing severe hardship as 
construction of the hospital’s new 
building has remained suspended 
for the last 10 months, badly 
affecting both indoor and outdoor 
services.

Since the construction began, 
key facilities such as X-ray and 
caesarean sections relied upon by 
residents of at least five surrounding 
upazilas have remained closed, 
forcing patients to seek treatment 
elsewhere or endure delays.

The project to upgrade the 
50-bed hospital to a 100-bed 
facility started in August 2023 
at a cost of around Tk 31.5 crore 
under the Health, Population 
and Nutrition Sector Programme 
(HPNSP). The five-storey building, 
with a foundation for six storeys, 
is scheduled to be completed by 
June next year. 

However, after around 45 percent 
of the work was completed, the 
contractor abandoned the project 
citing a fund crisis, leaving the 
construction site idle for months.

The project also includes 

residential facilities for doctors, 
nurses and staff, as well as 
vertical expansion of the old 
building. With the new structure 
incomplete, indoor services are 
now being provided from an old 
staff quarters building, where 
male and female patients are 
forced to stay in the same rooms. 
Due to space constraints, patients 
suffering from infectious diseases 
are also being kept together.

“There are nine beds here, 
but at best four can be properly 
arranged,” said Majnu Mia, a 
patient’s relative, adding that the 
lack of basic facilities has made 
hospital stays extremely difficult.

Another attendant, Jahanara 
Begum, said they were compelled 
to share rooms with male patients 
despite feeling uncomfortable. 
“Although we are unwilling, we 
have no other option. We are 

passing our days amid serious 
difficulties,” she said.

Outdoor patient Farjana Akter 
said the hospital lacks minimum 
facilities, while long waits are 
common due to an acute shortage 
of doctors. “Patients often wait 
for hours but still fail to see the 
expected doctor,” she said. 

Echoing her frustration, Doly 
Akter said, “I cannot express in 
words how much difficulty we face 
while receiving services.”

Resident Medical Officer Dr Md 
Ferdous Islam acknowledged the 
crisis, saying inadequate space has 
worsened patient suffering. 

He noted that only six doctors, 
including administrative staffers, 
are serving more than 500 patients 
daily against 31 sanctioned 
posts. “Posting more doctors and 
completing the building would 
ease the situation,” he said.

Tanjila Ferdousi, executive 
engineer of the Health 
Engineering Department in 
Pirojpur, said funds were allocated 
by Ecnec on November 10 to 
complete unfinished work. “Once 
the funds are released, necessary 
procedures will begin,” she said, 
without giving a timeline.
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