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Trader killed 
in road crash
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A vegetable trader was killed and two others 
were injured when a vegetable-laden truck hit a 
parked truck loaded with cement on the Dhaka-
Chattogram highway in Mirsarai upazila yesterday.

The deceased is Shamsul Alam, 45. The injured 
were truck driver Rabiul Hossain, 33, and his 
assistant Emran Hossain.

According to fire service and police sources, the 
accident occurred around 3:30am at Chinki Astana 
in Baraiyarhat municipality. The vegetable-laden 
truck reportedly lost control and smashed into the 
rear of the parked truck. 

Borhan Uddin, sub-inspector of Jorarganj 
Highway Police, said both trucks have been seized 
and taken to the police station. 

The body of Shamsul was handed over to highway 
police.

172 new dengue cases
BSS, Dhaka

Around 172 new dengue cases were recorded across 
the country yesterday, according to the DGHS.

So far this year, Bangladesh has recorded 1,01,053 
dengue cases and 409 deaths.

Last year, dengue claimed 575 lives.

Navy seizes 2 cement-
laden boats bound 
for Myanmar; 23 held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Bangladesh Navy on Tuesday detained 23 people 
and seized two motorised boats carrying 1,750 bags 
of cement during an alleged smuggling attempt to 
Myanmar in the Bay of Bengal.

The seizure was made during a patrol in the 
Kutubdia outer anchorage area, following a tip-off, 
according to a press release.

After spotting two suspicious boats -- identified 
as FB Azizul Haque and FB Runa Akhtar -- about 
46 nautical miles off the Kutubdia lighthouse, 
Navy personnel signalled them to stop, but they 
attempted to flee. Navy ship Shahid Mohibullah 
chased them down and intercepted.

The detainees reportedly told interrogators they 
were transporting the consignment to Myanmar 
for profit. The seized items and the detainees were 
handed over to Patenga Model Thana for further 
legal action.

Ctg cop dies 
while on duty
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A police constable 
of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police 
(CMP) died while on duty 
at the court building in 
Chattogram’s Court Hill 
area last evening.

The deceased, 
Mozammal Hoque, 
from Ashuganj in 
Brahmanbaria, was 
attached to Double 
Mooring Police Station 
under CMP’s West Zone, 
police officials said.

Police said he had 
come to the court with 
documents and files from 
the police station. He 
collapsed in a corridor 
while walking out after 
submitting the files to the 
section concerned.

Aminur Rashid, 
assistant commissioner 
of police and 
spokesperson of CMP, 
said, “The constable was 
rushed to Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital, 
where the on-duty doctor 
declared him dead.”

He added that doctors 
said he had a stroke.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Students of Rangamati Agricultural Training 
Institute yesterday staged a protest by boycotting 
classes and examinations, pressing for their eight-
point demand. 

They observed the programme by locking the 
administrative and academic buildings as well as 
the main gate, leaving teachers and staff standing 
outside. 

The students 
said diploma 
a g r i c u l t u r i s t s 
should have 
opportunities to 
pursue higher 
education at 
independent public 
agricultural universities and that deputy assistant 
agricultural officers should be upgraded to second 
class gazette posts. 

They said the movement aims to realise the 
eight-point demands to improve the quality 
of diploma agricultural education, including 
addressing the shortage of teachers. 

“As our demands have not been implemented, we 
have started the agitation by skipping examinations,” 
a student said, adding that the movement would 
continue until the demands are met and the boycott 
of classes and exams would remain in force.

EIGHT-POINT DEMAND

Rangamati agri 
institute students 
boycott classes

MATHBARIA UPAZILA HEALTH COMPLEX

Construction stalled for 10 
months, patients suffer

KM HABIBUR RAHMAN, Pirojpur

Patients at the Mathbaria Upazila 
Health Complex in Pirojpur 
are facing severe hardship as 
construction of the hospital’s new 
building has remained suspended 
for the last 10 months, badly 
affecting both indoor and outdoor 
services.

Since the construction began, 
key facilities such as X-ray and 
caesarean sections relied upon by 
residents of at least five surrounding 
upazilas have remained closed, 
forcing patients to seek treatment 
elsewhere or endure delays.

The project to upgrade the 
50-bed hospital to a 100-bed 
facility started in August 2023 
at a cost of around Tk 31.5 crore 
under the Health, Population 
and Nutrition Sector Programme 
(HPNSP). The five-storey building, 
with a foundation for six storeys, 
is scheduled to be completed by 
June next year. 

However, after around 45 percent 
of the work was completed, the 
contractor abandoned the project 
citing a fund crisis, leaving the 
construction site idle for months.

The project also includes 

residential facilities for doctors, 
nurses and staff, as well as 
vertical expansion of the old 
building. With the new structure 
incomplete, indoor services are 
now being provided from an old 
staff quarters building, where 
male and female patients are 
forced to stay in the same rooms. 
Due to space constraints, patients 
suffering from infectious diseases 
are also being kept together.

“There are nine beds here, 
but at best four can be properly 
arranged,” said Majnu Mia, a 
patient’s relative, adding that the 
lack of basic facilities has made 
hospital stays extremely difficult.

Another attendant, Jahanara 
Begum, said they were compelled 
to share rooms with male patients 
despite feeling uncomfortable. 
“Although we are unwilling, we 
have no other option. We are 

passing our days amid serious 
difficulties,” she said.

Outdoor patient Farjana Akter 
said the hospital lacks minimum 
facilities, while long waits are 
common due to an acute shortage 
of doctors. “Patients often wait 
for hours but still fail to see the 
expected doctor,” she said. 

Echoing her frustration, Doly 
Akter said, “I cannot express in 
words how much difficulty we face 
while receiving services.”

Resident Medical Officer Dr Md 
Ferdous Islam acknowledged the 
crisis, saying inadequate space has 
worsened patient suffering. 

He noted that only six doctors, 
including administrative staffers, 
are serving more than 500 patients 
daily against 31 sanctioned 
posts. “Posting more doctors and 
completing the building would 
ease the situation,” he said.

Tanjila Ferdousi, executive 
engineer of the Health 
Engineering Department in 
Pirojpur, said funds were allocated 
by Ecnec on November 10 to 
complete unfinished work. “Once 
the funds are released, necessary 
procedures will begin,” she said, 
without giving a timeline.
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