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Trader killed 
in road crash
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A vegetable trader was killed and two others 
were injured when a vegetable-laden truck hit a 
parked truck loaded with cement on the Dhaka-
Chattogram highway in Mirsarai upazila yesterday.

The deceased is Shamsul Alam, 45. The injured 
were truck driver Rabiul Hossain, 33, and his 
assistant Emran Hossain.

According to fire service and police sources, the 
accident occurred around 3:30am at Chinki Astana 
in Baraiyarhat municipality. The vegetable-laden 
truck reportedly lost control and smashed into the 
rear of the parked truck. 

Borhan Uddin, sub-inspector of Jorarganj 
Highway Police, said both trucks have been seized 
and taken to the police station. 

The body of Shamsul was handed over to highway 
police.

172 new dengue cases
BSS, Dhaka

Around 172 new dengue cases were recorded across 
the country yesterday, according to the DGHS.

So far this year, Bangladesh has recorded 101,053 
dengue cases and 409 deaths.

Last year, dengue claimed 575 lives.

Navy seizes 2 cement-
laden boats bound 
for Myanmar; 23 held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Bangladesh Navy on Tuesday detained 23 people 
and seized two motorised boats carrying 1,750 bags 
of cement during an alleged smuggling attempt to 
Myanmar in the Bay of Bengal.

The seizure was made during a patrol in the 
Kutubdia outer anchorage area, following a tip-off, 
according to a press release.

After spotting two suspicious boats -- identified 
as FB Azizul Haque and FB Runa Akhtar -- about 
46 nautical miles off the Kutubdia lighthouse, 
Navy personnel signalled them to stop, but they 
attempted to flee. Navy ship Shahid Mohibullah 
chased them down and intercepted.

The detainees reportedly told interrogators they 
were transporting the consignment to Myanmar 
for profit. The seized items and the detainees were 
handed over to Patenga Model Thana for further 
legal action.

Ctg cop dies 
while on duty
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A police constable 
of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police 
(CMP) died while on duty 
at the court building in 
Chattogram’s Court Hill 
area last evening.

The deceased, 
Mozammal Hoque, 
from Ashuganj in 
Brahmanbaria, was 
attached to Double 
Mooring Police Station 
under CMP’s West Zone, 
police officials said.

Police said he had 
come to the court with 
documents and files from 
the police station. He 
collapsed in a corridor 
while walking out after 
submitting the files to the 
section concerned.

Aminur Rashid, 
assistant commissioner 
of police and 
spokesperson of CMP, 
said, “The constable was 
rushed to Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital, 
where the on-duty doctor 
declared him dead.”

He added that doctors 
said he had a stroke.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

Students of Rangamati Agricultural Training 
Institute yesterday staged a protest by boycotting 
classes and examinations, pressing for their eight-
point demand. 

They observed the programme by locking the 
administrative and academic buildings as well as 
the main gate, leaving teachers and staff standing 
outside. 

The students 
said diploma 
a g r i c u l t u r i s t s 
should have 
opportunities to 
pursue higher 
education at 
independent public 
agricultural universities and that deputy assistant 
agricultural officers should be upgraded to second 
class gazette posts. 

They said the movement aims to realise the 
eight-point demands to improve the quality 
of diploma agricultural education, including 
addressing the shortage of teachers. 

“As our demands have not been implemented, we 
have started the agitation by skipping examinations,” 
a student said, adding that the movement would 
continue until the demands are met and the boycott 
of classes and exams would remain in force.

EIGHT-POINT DEMAND

Rangamati agri 
institute students 
boycott classes

Street vendors take 
over Ctg footpaths

ARUN BIKAS DEY, Chattogram

Walking on footpaths in the port 
city has become increasingly 
dangerous as widespread 
illegal occupation and stalled 
development works force 
pedestrians onto busy roads, 
exposing them to serious risks.

A visit to several major roads, 
including Nawab Sirajuddaula 
Road, Momin Road, Telipotti 
Road, KB Fazlul Quader Road, JM 
Sen Avenue and Jamal Khan Road, 
shows that pedestrians can rarely 
walk even 200 yards without 
obstruction. Footpaths are 
occupied by vendors, shopkeepers, 
makeshift workshops and 
illegally parked vehicles, leaving 
commuters with little choice but 
to walk on the carriageway.

On KB Fazlul Quader Road, 
footpaths beside several 
diagnostic centres are crowded 
with parked motorbikes. Local 
residents said the bikes mostly 
belong to medical and marketing 
representatives who gather in the 
evenings to visit doctors.

“We cannot walk on the 
footpaths due to these parked 
bikes,” said Abdul Aziz, a 
pedestrian. 

The situation is equally 
alarming on Nawab Sirajuddaula 
Road near the Chawkbazar Post 
Office, where steel almirah makers 
have turned pavements into 
open workshops. Workers were 
seen spraying paint on furniture, 
forcing passersby to move onto 

the road to avoid inhaling toxic 
fumes.

“The paint fumes and particles 
spreading in the air are a double 
blow,” said Dipa Chowdhury, a 
resident of the Chittagong College 
area, while returning from the 
Chawkbazar kitchen market. “We 

have to avoid the footpath and 
cross the road just to breathe 
safely.”

Longstanding encroachments 
were also observed at the Cheragi 
Pahar intersection on Momin 
Road, where flower shops have 
occupied walkways for years. 

Furniture shops in the Deedar 
Market area and sanitary shops 
on Telipotti Road have effectively 
turned public pavements into 
private showrooms.

Similar scenes were witnessed 
at JM Sen Avenue near Askar 
Dighir Par, where makeshift shops 

have almost completely blocked 
pedestrian movement, forcing 
people to navigate fast-moving 
traffic.

Students and residents 
expressed frustration over 
what they described as official 
indifference. “The Chattogram 
City Corporation [CCC] and the 
traffic department of Chattogram 
Metropolitan Police [CMP] must 
take immediate steps to free these 
spaces,” said Amilia Binte Taher, a 
student of Chittagong College.

Contacted for comment, 
CCC Mayor Shahadat Hossain 
acknowledged the problem and 
promised action. “We will take 
stern measures against shop 
owners who use footpaths for 
their goods. Eviction drives will be 
launched soon,” he said.

The mayor added that the 
city corporation is considering 
building underground markets 
in different parts of the city to 
rehabilitate displaced street 
vendors.

Attempts to contact CMP 
Commissioner Hasib Aziz 
regarding enforcement against 
illegal parking and encroachment 
on footpaths failed as he did not 
respond to repeated phone calls.
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