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Seeking their discharge, he 
argued the charges lacked 
specificity, noting that dates 
and times were described as 
“approximate”, which, he 
said, is insufficient under 
the law.

The seven officers, 
who previously served 
in Rab, are among the 17 
accused in the case, which 
also names former prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina, 
former home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan 
Kamal and Hasina’s former 
military adviser Tarique 
Ahmed Siddique. Ten army 
officers are currently in 
custody.

The case concerns 
the alleged enforced 
disappearance, secret 
detention and torture of 14 
individuals between 2016 
and 2024 at the TFI cell 
operated under Rab.

Tabarak also argued 
that only army officers were 
named as accused, despite 
DIG-rank police officers 
allegedly overseeing the 
centre at times when four 
Rab additional directors 
general (operations) -- now 

accused -- were either on 
leave or abroad during 
the alleged incidents. He 
sought three months to 
review more than 1,600 
pages of case documents.

Opposing the plea, 
Prosecutor Gazi Monawar 
Hossain Tamim said there 
was prima facie evidence 
linking the accused to 
abduction, confinement, 
torture and enforced 
disappearance, and urged 
the tribunal to frame 
charges.

Defence counsels for 
three other detained army 
officers are scheduled 
to present discharge 
arguments on December 21. 

Lawyers for Sheikh Hasina 
and other absconding 
accused also sought 
discharge, with Hasina’s 
lawyer Amir Hossain saying 
the prosecution failed to 
produce any written or 
audio-visual evidence of her 
directives.

After hearing both sides, 
the three-member tribunal 
led by Justice Md Golam 
Mortuza Mozumder set 
December 21 for its order 
on charge framing.

Clashes displace 150
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Ronju, from Mymensingh 
district in Bangladesh, 
said they walked for miles 
through forested areas to 
reach a nearby town. At 
one point, they found buses 
and hired them to continue 
their journey.

On the way, immigration 
police stopped and detained 
all of them, although they 
said they had valid visas and 
work permits, except for a 
few. “We were divided into 
two groups -- one group 
detained in a camp and the 
other in a temple,” he said.

After checking their 
passports, about 50 of 
them were released, while 
the rest remain detained as 
of yesterday, Ronju told this 
correspondent.

“The immigration police 
have asked us to bring 800 
dollars in two days from 
home for sending us back. 
We don’t want to go home,” 
he said.

Another migrant worker, 
Jobaer Ahmed, alleged that 
immigration police took 
away their mobile phones 

and passports. “We were 
even slapped and humiliated 
by them,” he said.

Jobaer said he had 
travelled to Cambodia a 
year ago after spending Tk 
5 lakh, and returning at 
this point was not feasible.

Anisur Rahman Khan, 
executive director of migrant 
rights body IMA Research 
Foundation, wrote to the 
International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) offices 
in Dhaka and Thailand on 
Saturday, seeking support 
for the migrants.

Bangladesh does 
not have a diplomatic 
mission in Cambodia, but 
its mission in Thailand 
oversees the country.

Contacted, Bangladesh 
Ambassador to Thailand 
Faiyaz Murshid Kazi told this 
correspondent yesterday 
that he had already written 
to the Cambodian foreign 
ministry seeking safe 
shelter for the Bangladeshi 
migrants.

“I think they can stay 
there until the situation 
stabilises,” he said.

Rise above politics
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He said this moral 
deviation by judges, along 
with failures in other state 
institutions, became one of 
the key factors that forced 
people to take to the streets 
during the July uprising.

“At a moment of 
extreme crisis, I took oath 
as the 25th chief justice 
on August 11, 2024. The 
responsibility of the 
judiciary was entrusted to 
me at that time,” he added.

Justice Syed Refaat 
Ahmed, who is set to retire 
on December 27, made 
the remarks in his farewell 
address to district judges, 
metropolitan sessions 
judges, chief judicial 
magistrates, and chief 
metropolitan magistrates 
at the Supreme Court 
auditorium yesterday.

The chief justice said 
strict action must be taken 
against dishonest and 

corrupt judges.
“From now on, blaming 

others for injustices 
committed by judges must 
stop,” he said.

He stressed that 
a separate judicial 
secretariat and full judicial 
independence must 
be ensured to protect 
constitutional rights. 

He also called for full 
accountability to deliver 
justice within a reasonable 
time and warned against 
political appeasement in 
postings.

“Although law is part 
of broader politics, judges 
must rise above politics. 
If the judiciary only serves 
the interests of the ruling 
elite, there is no need 
for a separate judicial 
institution, as the executive 
and police could perform 
that role,” he said, urging 
judges to act with integrity 
and prudence.

Prioritise women
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At the seminar, MJF 
Executive Director Shaheen 
Anam said Bangladesh has 
made notable progress in 
gender parity in primary 
education, maternal and 
child health, and poverty 
reduction.

“However, without 
sustained political 
commitment and 
accountable governance, 
many of these gains remain 
fragile and at risk of 
reversal,” she said.

The paper noted that 
women make up 50.8 
percent of the population 
and children 33 percent, 
yet their needs are often 
overlooked in political 
agendas. 

Nearly 70 percent of 
ever-married women have 
experienced intimate 
partner violence, while 51.4 
percent of women aged 20–
24 were married before the 
age of 18, the highest rate 
in Asia, it also said. 

The coalition also 
highlighted rising child 
labour, high dropout 
rates among girls, and the 
disproportionate impact of 
climate change on women 
and children through 
displacement, water 
scarcity, and increased 
risks of exploitation.

It called for education 
spending to be increased 
to at least 4 percent of 
GDP, stronger enforcement 
of child protection laws, 

expanded mental health 
and nutrition services, 
climate-resilient WASH 
investments, and inclusive 
policies addressing 
disability, ethnicity, and 
geographic vulnerability.

The position paper 
was formally handed 
over to political party 
representatives, urging 
them to adopt rights-based, 
people-centred manifestos 
to build a fairer and more 
resilient Bangladesh.

Tarique vows to ensure
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held at a city hotel, with 
BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir presiding.

Tarique said if the 
next government can 
ensure the rule of law 
and maintain the law 
and order, there will be 
a strong possibility that 
many problems will start 
to ease, and then it will be 
possible to move forward 
with other necessary work.

Referring to the 

long period of what he 
described as autocratic 
rule in the past, Tarique 
said unhealthy practices 
had developed in different 
sectors of society, where 
people received benefits 
and privileges they did not 
deserve.

“This has almost become 
a habit over time. So this 
situation and this mindset 
must be changed. In simple 
words, corruption must 
be firmly brought under 
control,” he said.
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Defeated fascist forces
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“backward forces that 
opposed our independence 
and tried to block our 
progress”.

“Democracy means 
tolerance of differing 
opinions. I may not believe 
what you say, I may not 
agree with your opinion, 
but I will protect your 
freedom of expression with 
my last drop of blood -- 
that is democracy,” he said.

The Liberation War of 
1971 cannot be forgotten. 
“This country, where we now 
live, became independent 
through the Liberation 
War. Will we stand by that, 
or by those who wanted to 
destroy it?” he asked.

“This question is coming 
up today because that force 
has once again raised its 
head. Today, that force is 
again misleading people in 
the name of religion. They 
tried to mislead people in 
the name of religion in 1971 
as well,” he said.

Fakhrul said fascist rule 
was ousted and democracy 
restored through the 
July uprising, but warned 
against replacing one 
fascist force with another. 

“We will not bring any 
force that wants to take 
the country backwards,” he 
said.

At another programme 
organised by the BNP at 
the same venue, Fakhrul 
said the force that opposed 

the Pakistan movement 
in 1947 and Bangladesh’s 
independence in 1971 is 
now claiming it alone can 
build a new Bangladesh. 

“But the people of 
Bangladesh cannot believe 
this,” he said.

Fakhrul said 
immediately after the 
announcement of the 
election schedule, there 
was an attack on Osman 
Hadi, who had stood up 
against fascist forces.

“There will be 
conspiracies and plots 
from all sides. Even then, 
we believe BNP will emerge 
victorious. BNP is a liberal 
democratic party and 
believes in democracy,” he 
added.

Fakhrul said BNP knows 
which political forces were 
responsible for killing 
intellectuals in 1971 and 
who are now conspiring to 
derail the election.

BNP is on the right path 
and will continue to work 
to establish democracy 
through a liberal 
democratic course, he said.

BNP Standing 
Committee members 
Nazrul Islam Khan, Mirza 
Abbas, and Salahuddin 
Ahmed, among others, 
spoke at the programme.

BNP observed Martyred 
Intellectuals Day across 
the country yesterday, 
paying tribute to the fallen 
intellectuals.
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