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Bulkhead sinks 
after collision with 
launch in Buriganga
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

A sand-laden bulkhead sank in the Buriganga river near 
Narayanganj’s Fatullah launch terminal following a head-
on collision with a launch yesterday.

Sub-Inspector Jahangir Hossain of Pagla River 
Police Outpost said five workers onboard the bulkhead 
managed to swim ashore safely. Besides, the launch 
also anchored at a nearby ghat, and all its passengers 
disembarked safely.

According to police and eyewitnesses, the Bhola-bound 
launch Bogdadiya-13, which had departed from Dhaka’s 
Sadarghat, collided with the Sadarghat-bound bulkhead 
from Munshiganj. Subsequently, the bulkhead capsized.

Meanwhile, videos of the incident have gone viral on 
social media, showing workers jumping into the river to 
save their lives.

“I was crossing the river at that time. From a distance, 
it was clear that a collision was imminent as both vessels 
were moving along the same line,” said Saddam Hossain, a 
witness who recorded a video.

SI Jahangir said necessary steps would be taken to 
recover the sunken bulkhead.

Rangpur sees 13 murders, 
37 rapes in last 3 months

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Concern is growing over the law-
and-order situation in Rangpur, 
where 13 murders and at least 37 
rape cases were reported over the 
last three months.

In total, 899 criminal incidents 
were recorded across the Rangpur 
metropolitan area and different 
upazilas of the district during the 
period.

The figures were presented at a 
district law and order meeting held 
at the conference hall of the deputy 
commissioner’s office yesterday 
noon. Additional District Magistrate 
Khristopher Himel Rishil shared the 
data at the meeting.

He said a significant portion of 
the crimes took place outside the 
metropolitan area, particularly 
at upazila and rural levels, 
creating added challenges for the 
administration.

According to the information 

presented, six murders were 
recorded in Rangpur district in 
September. During the same month, 
police documented 35 thefts, four 
abductions and nine rape cases. 
Twenty-eight people were victims 
of violence against women. A total 
of 304 criminal incidents were 
reported that month.

In October, five people were killed 
in the district. During the period, 32 
thefts and three incidents of house-
breaking were reported, along with 
three abductions. 

Forty-one women and children 
were victims of violence. Of the 21 
rape cases recorded that month, 20 
occurred at the upazila level outside 
the city. One robbery incident was 
also reported in October. The total 
number of crimes during the month 
stood at 313.

In November, the number of 
murders dropped to two while 
the month saw 20 thefts and two 
incidents of house-breaking, along 

with three abductions. Thirty-five 
women and children were victims of 
violence, of which 33 incidents took 
place outside the metropolitan area. 
Seven rape cases were recorded. In 
total, 282 criminal incidents were 
reported in November.

The meeting was chaired by 
Rangpur Deputy Commissioner 
Mohammad Enamul Ahsan. Among 
those present were Superintendent 
of Police Md Marufat Hossain, Civil 
Surgeon Dr Shaheen Sultana, senior 
officials of various law enforcement 
agencies, political leaders and 
representatives of civil society.

Speakers at the meeting 
stressed further strengthening law 
enforcement activities to curb crime 
and increase social awareness to 
prevent violence against women and 
children. 

They also called for identifying 
crime-prone areas, ensuring special 
surveillance and guaranteeing 
speedy trials.

Three arrested for 
killing tea vendor
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Three persons were arrested yesterday in connection 
with the killing of a tea vendor in Chattogram city 
on November 28.

Among them, Rab arrested Rubel Baidya, 31, and 
Raju Nath, 38, while police held Md Monir, 38.

A knife and a motorcycle were seized from their 
possession, said Rab-7 Media Officer RAM Mozaffar 
Hossen. “They were later handed over to Kotwali 
Police Station.”

“So far, four of the five accused have been arrested 
in connection with the murder, while police are 
trying to track down the other accused,” said Abdul 
Karim, officer-in-charge of Kotwali Police Station.

Earlier, tea vendor Ismail Hossen, 33, was stabbed 
by unidentified assailants in Lal Dighi area near 
the police station on November 28. Ismail died at 
Chattogram Medical College Hospital.

Vulture rescued 
in Sirajganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A rare Himalayan griffon vulture was rescued in the 
Amlapara area of Sirajganj municipality yesterday. 

According to local sources, the vulture was found near 
the Jamuna river by a local resident, Pappu Sheikh. 

Pappu said the bird was unable to fly, prompting some 
young men from neighbouring shoal areas to catch it and 
keep it confined. 

Mamun Biswas, chairman of 
Bird Safety House, said they 
later rescued the vulture from 
the house. 

“The vulture fell to the 
ground due to exhaustion 
after flying a long distance. 
We are providing it with 
food and medicine,” Mamun 
said. 

He added that officials of 
the Bangladesh Biodiversity 
Conservation Federation and the 
Rajshahi divisional office of Wildlife Management and 
Nature Conservation have been informed. “We will take 
steps according to their directions,” he said.

Labourers unload sand from ships at the Custom Ghat No-1 area of Rupsha upazila. Shipped to Khulna from 
different parts of the country, the sand is transferred for sale, with workers earning Tk 4 per pan and each 
handling about 180 to 200 pans a day. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Magura farmer 
finds success 
cultivating 
taro plants
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Rafikul Islam, a marginal farmer from Kushkhali 
village under Shalikha upazila of Magura, has 
found success in cultivating taro plants.

This year, he expects to earn nearly Tk 1 lakh 
selling his produce from 73 decimals of land. The 
yield turned out satisfactory this season, he said.

“Last year, unfavourable weather led to poor 
yield and I couldn’t make a profit. This year, I spent 
around Tk 60,000 on cultivating 73 decimals. I 
hope to sell taro stems worth Tk 80,000-90,000.”

“Taro requires plenty of water. If water is 
insufficient, the stems do not develop properly,” 
he noted. 

Taro cultivation begins in the Bangla months 
of Baishakh and Jyaishtha after thoroughly 
preparing the land. Two months after planting, 
the saplings require regular irrigation. The crop 
grows best in clay-loam soil, Rafikul said.

“The crop is harvested towards the end of the 
Bangla month of Kartik. It is labour-intensive, 
since the crop must be dug out from beneath the 
mud and then cleaned thoroughly with water. 
Sometimes we struggle to find labourers because 
many do not want to work in the mud. The upper 
stems (loti) have to be separated, and then we sell 
both the corms and the stems,” he also said.

Rafikul added that he has not received any 
support from the agriculture department so 
far. “I do everything with my own effort. Only a 
few of us cultivate taro in the village. We sell the 
stems wholesale to traders in different markets of 
Magura. Sometimes buyers also come directly to 
us for purchase,” he said.

Mohammad Alamgir Hossain, deputy director 
(crops) of Department of Agricultural Extension in 
Magura, said there is limited cultivation of taro in 
the district. “However, we are trying to encourage 
farmers to take up this crop and provide necessary 
support,” he added.


