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Last night, UN Secretary-
General António Guterres 
called Chief Adviser Prof 
Muhammad Yunus to 
express his condolences. 
“I am calling to express 
my deep condolences. I 
am devastated,” Guterres 
told Yunus, according to 
a release from the Chief 
Adviser’s Press Wing.

Prof Yunus said he was 
also deeply saddened by 
the loss and urged the UN 
to facilitate the evacuation 
of the injured soldiers to 
top medical facilities, as 
well as to ensure the swift 
repatriation of the bodies.

The ISPR identified 
the other deceased as 
private Mominul Islam, 
from Kurigram; private 
Shamim Reza, from Rajbari; 
private Santo Mondal, from 
Kurigram; mess waiter 
private Jahangir Alam, from 
Kishoreganj; and laundry 
employee private Sabuj 
Miya, from Gaibandha.

It was also a day of 
mourning in Pakundia 
upazila of Kishoreganj, 
where the family of Jahangir 
Alam, 30, is struggling to 
cope with the loss.

Jahangir was the son 
of Hazrat Ali, a farmer 
from Tarakandi village in 
Jangalia union. He joined 
the army on October 14, 
2014. He also left for Sudan 
on November 7.

Family members said 
Hazrat received the news of 
his son’s death shortly after 
midnight on Saturday from 
Jahangir’s elder brother, 
who lives in Saudi Arabia. 
The next morning, an army 
officer confirmed the news 
over the phone.

Inside their small tin-
roofed house, Jahangir’s 
wife, Rubaiya Akhtar, was 
found inconsolable. Their 
three-year-old child looked 
on helplessly.

In Gaibandha’s 
Palashbari upazila, the 
death of Sabuj Miya, 27, has 
cast a shadow over Chhoto 
Bhagabanpur village.

His mother, Sakina 
Begum, 65, broke down 
upon hearing the news as 
villagers gathered at their 
home.

His cousin Palash Miya 
said Sabuj joined the army 
in 2010. He married in 
2023 and was the sole 
earning member of the 
family, having lost his 
father in 2002.

He also went to Sudan 
on November 7.

Sabuj’s wife, Nupur 
Akhtar, said she last spoke 
to her husband around 
3:00pm on the day of the 
attack. “He told me to 
always be safe wherever I 
am. Now, he is the one who 
is gone,” she said.

Shamim Reza, 28, from 
Hogladangi village in 
Rajbari’s Kalukhali upazila, 
was the eldest son of Alam 
Fakir and Champa Khatun. 
Among his siblings, one 
brother works in Saudi 
Arabia, another remains 
unemployed at home, and 
their only sister studies at a 
madrasa. He married Arifa 
Khatun about a year and a 
half ago.

He also left for Sudan on 
November 7.

Shamim’s father, Alam 
Fakir, a farmer, said, “I last 
spoke to him on a video 
call on Friday. He told me, 
‘Abba, stay well. I’m going 
on duty.’ Those were his 
last words. My son went on 
duty and never returned.”

Santo, 26, and Mominul, 
38, were from Kurigram. 
Santo’s father, late Nur 
Islam Mondal, was a former 
army member.

Santo joined the army in 
2018.

His elder brother, Sohel 
Mondal, a lance corporal 
currently serving at Cumilla 
Cantonment, said Santo had 
married a year ago, and his 
wife is five months pregnant.

“He spoke to us on a 
video call on Saturday 
evening. Later that night, 
we learnt he had been 
killed in the attack.”

Mominul is survived by 

his parents, wife and two 
daughters. Family members 
said he left for Sudan around 
a month ago and spoke to 
them for the last time on 
a video call on Saturday 
afternoon. “My son was 
a good man and loved by 
everyone,” his father said.

The ISPR statement reads 
that the attack has left eight 
other peacekeepers injured, 
who are receiving necessary 
medical treatment.

The injured are Lt Col 
Khondaker Khalekuzzaman, 
Sergeant Md Mostakim 
Hossain, Corporal Afroza 
Parvin Eti, Lance Corporal 
Mohibul Islam, Private Md 
Mezbaul Kabir, Private 
Umme Hani Akter, Private 
Chumki Akter, and Private 
Manazir Ahsan.

Among the injured, 
Mezbaul underwent 
successful surgery after 
his condition was reported 
as critical. He is currently 
under close observation.

The remaining seven have 
been evacuated by helicopter 
for advanced treatment and 
are now out of danger.

The Bangladesh Army 
strongly condemned what 
it described as a “brutal 
terrorist attack”, saying that 
the sacrifice of the fallen 
peacekeepers would remain 
a proud testament to 
Bangladesh’s commitment 
to global peace.

Earlier, in a statement on 
May 28, the ISPR said over 
the course of four decades of 
peacekeeping, Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers have 
successfully participated in 
63 UN missions.

As of May this year, 5,818 
Bangladeshi peacekeepers, 
including 444 women, 
are deployed in 10 UN 
missions and operations. 
With Saturday’s casualties, 
a total of 174 Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers have laid 
down their lives in the line 
of duty to date.

[Our correspondents 
from Lalmonirhat, Bogura, 
Faridpur, and Kishoreganj 
contributed to this report.]

Rangpur sees 13 murders, 
37 rapes in last 3 months

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Lalmonirhat

Concern is growing over the law-
and-order situation in Rangpur, 
where 13 murders and at least 37 
rape cases were reported over 
the last three months.

In total, 899 criminal 
incidents were recorded across 
the Rangpur metropolitan area 
and different upazilas of the 
district during the period.

The figures were presented at 
a district law and order meeting 
held at the conference hall of the 
deputy commissioner’s office 
yesterday noon. Additional 
District Magistrate Khristopher 
Himel Rishil shared the data at 
the meeting.

He said a significant portion 
of the crimes took place 
outside the metropolitan area, 
particularly at upazila and rural 
levels, creating added challenges 
for the administration.

According to the information 
presented, six murders were 

recorded in Rangpur district in 
September. During the same 
month, police documented 35 
thefts, four abductions and nine 
rape cases. Twenty-eight people 
were victims of violence against 
women. A total of 304 criminal 
incidents were reported that 
month.

In October, five people were 
killed in the district. During 
the period, 32 thefts and three 
incidents of house-breaking 
were reported, along with three 
abductions. 

Forty-one women and 
children were victims of violence. 
Of the 21 rape cases recorded 
that month, 20 occurred at the 
upazila level outside the city. 
One robbery incident was also 
reported in October. The total 
number of crimes during the 
month stood at 313.

In November, the number of 
murders dropped to two while 
the month saw 20 thefts and two 
incidents of house-breaking, 
along with three abductions. 

Thirty-five women and children 
were victims of violence, of 
which 33 incidents took place 
outside the metropolitan area. 
Seven rape cases were recorded. 
In total, 282 criminal incidents 
were reported in November.

The meeting was chaired by 
Rangpur Deputy Commissioner 
Mohammad Enamul Ahsan. 
Among those present were 
Superintendent of Police 
Md Marufat Hossain, Civil 
Surgeon Dr Shaheen Sultana, 
senior officials of various law 
enforcement agencies, political 
leaders and representatives of 
civil society.

Speakers at the meeting 
stressed further strengthening 
law enforcement activities to 
curb crime and increase social 
awareness to prevent violence 
against women and children. 

They also called for 
identifying crime-prone areas, 
ensuring special surveillance 
and guaranteeing speedy 
trials.
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CITY DESK

Today is the 16th 
death anniversary of 
Quazi Azher Ali, an 
educationist, former 
vice-chancellor of 
Bangladesh University 
and founder of Mohammadpur 
Preparatory School and College, said a 
press release.

A milad and doa mahfil will be held, 
and food will be distributed among 
orphans. Qurankhwani and a doa mahfil 
will be arranged at the university.

Quazi Azher Ali’s 
death anniv today

CITY DESK

Kazi Fazlur Rahman, 
an educationist, 
administrator, and 
social worker, died on 
December 13, aged 93, 
said a press release.

He was an adviser to the first caretaker 
government. He held the positions of 
secretary to the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Mineral Resources and the Ministry 
of Education. He also worked as the 
chairperson of the Radda MCH-FP 
Centre from its inception.  

Kazi Fazlur Rahman 
passes away

CITY DESK

Today is the 54th death anniversary of 
three martyred freedom fighter brothers 
-- Badiuzzaman, Shahjahan, and 
Mullukjahan, said a press release.

The three, who took part in the 
guerrilla war during the 1971 Liberation 
War, were detained by the Pakistani 
occupation army and killed on December 
15. Their bodies were later found at the 
Rayer Bazar killing field in Dhaka.

3 martyred brothers’ 
death anniv today

Badiuzzaman Shahjahan Mullukjahan

The 23rd convocation of the American International University–Bangladesh (AIUB) was held 
on December 13 at the university’s permanent campus. Eminent scientist Dr Abed Chaudhury 
presided over the ceremony. Prof Mohammad Anwar Hossen, a member of the University Grants 
Commission, was the special guest. Nadia Anwar, chairman and founder member of the AIUB 
Board of Trustees; AIUB Vice-Chancellor Prof Saiful Islam; and Pro-VC Prof Md Abdur Rahman 
also spoke on the occasion. Prof Habib Fardoun, executive committee member of the IREG 
Observatory on Academic Ranking and Excellence, Brussels, delivered convocation speech.
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66.57% pass MBBS, 
BDS entry tests
BSS, Dhaka

The results of the admission tests for public and 
private medical and dental colleges for the 2025-26 
academic year were published yesterday.

A total of 81,642 candidates have passed the 
admission test. The total pass rate is 66.57 percent.

Prof Nazmul Hossain, director general of the 
Directorate General of Medical Education, said 
the results are available on the websites of the 
Directorate of Medical Education (www.dgme.gov.
bd), and the Directorate General of Health Services 
(www.dghs.gov.bd and https://result.dghs.gov.bd).

A Directorate General of Medical Education 
press release said 5,645 candidates were initially 
selected based on merit and preference, calculated 
from admission test scores combined with SSC/
equivalent and HSC/equivalent GPAs.


