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Ukraine hits
Russian oil rig
in Caspian Sea

Says Kyiv; drones
over Moscow trigger
airspace shutdowns

AGENCIES

Ukrainian aerial drones struck a
Russian oil platform in the Caspian
Sea for the first time yesterday, halting
production at the facility owned by
Lukoil, according to an official from
Ukraine’s Security Service.

The attack on the Filanovsky rig - part
of Russia’s largest Caspian oil field - i
the latest sign that Ukraine is trying to
step up its campaign to disrupt Russian
oil and gas output, reports Reuters.

At least four drone strikes hit the
platform, forcing extraction to stop
at more than 20 oil and gas wells, the
official said.

Meanwhile, Russia shot down nearly
300 Ukrainian drones overnight, one of
Kyiv’s largest attempted attacks of the
four-year war and a barrage that forced
Moscow airports to temporarily close,
Russian officials said yesterday.

g

US seizes sanctioned
oil tanker ofl Venezuela

Says Trump; Caracas condemns ‘act of piracy’

REUTERS, Washington

The US has seized a sanctioned 011
tanker off the coast of Venezuela,
President Donald Trump said on
Wednesday, a move that sent oil
prices higher and sharply escalated
tensions between Washington and
Caracas.

“We’ve just seized a tanker on the
coast of Venezuela, large tanker, very
large, largest one ever, actually, and
other things are happening,” said
Trump, who has been pressuring
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro to step down. Asked what
would happen with the oil, Trump
said: “We keep it, I guess.”

In response, the Venezuelan
government in a statement accused
the US of “blatant theft” and
described the seizure as “an act
of international piracy”. It said it
would denounce the incident before
international bodies.

Trump has repeatedly

the possibility

of US military
intervention in Venezuela. The
seizure is the first of a Venezuelan oil
cargo amid US sanctions that have
been in force since 2019. It is also the
Trump administration’s first known
action against a Venezuela-related
tanker since he ordered a massive
military buildup in the region.

The US has already carried out
several strikes against suspected

raised

€ Move is first known tanker
seizure since US build-up

began drug vessels.
ST Meanwhile, Venezuela’s Bolivarian
@ Ve“eZPEkJ S G,NB . National Guard (GNB) committed

committed crimes against serious human rights violations and

humanity: UN report

crimes against humanity over more
than a decade in targeting political

opponents, often with impunity, a UN
Fact-Finding Mission found yesterday.

The independent mission’s latest
report details GNB involvement in
acts that may constitute crimes
against humanity, including
arbitrary detentions, sexual
violence, and torture during protest
crackdowns since 2014 under
President Nicolas Maduro.

US Attorney General Pam Bondi
posted on X that the IBI, Homeland
Security and Coast Guard, along
with support from the US military,
carried out a seizure warrant for
a crude tanker used to transport
sanctioned oil from Venezuela and
Iran.

Mourners grieve as bodies are laid out at a cemetery before burial, following a Myanmar military air strike on a hospital that
killed more than 30 people in Mrauk U in western Rakhine state yesterday.

Bulgarian
govt resigns
after anti-
gralt protests

AFP, Sofia

Bulgaria’s prime minister
announced yesterday
that his government was
resigning after less than a
year in office following a
series of anti-corruption
protests.

Jeliazkov’s
announcement came
just ahead of a vote in
parliament on a no-
confidence motion against
the government that the
opposition had filed.

Tens of  thousands
of people took to the
streets  across  Bulgaria
on Wednesday (o protest
against the government and
corruption in the latest rally
since the end of last month.

The demonstrations
were sparked by a 2026
draft budget, which
protesters  branded as
an attempt to mask
rampant corruption. The
government withdrew the
budget last week, but anger
has persisted.

Nepal signs pact
with Gen Z on
reforms, curbing
corruption

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepalese officials on Wednesday inked a landmark
agreement with representatives of the Gen Z
movement, whose September uprising toppled
the Himalayan nation’s government.

The agreement lays out measures aimed at
curbing corruption, strengthening governance
and provisions for electoral and constitutional
reforms.

It also commits the government to address the
demands of families of those killed or wounded
during the uprising and adds to the mandate of
the commission investigating the events.

The demonstrations on September, initially
triggered by anger over a briel government ban
on social media, were spearheaded by protesters
under the loose “Gen Z” umbrella title. They were
fuelled by deeper f[rustration over economic
hardship and corruption.

At a ceremony in the capital Kathmandu, the
room clapped as interim Prime Minister Sushila
Karki and Bhoj Bikram Thapa, who represented
those who were Kkilled or injured during the
protest, signed the agreement.

“This is a milestone,” Karki said.

PHOTO: AFP

Thailand, Cambodia
continue hghting

Await call from Trump; death toll rises to 19

AFP, Surin “But if there’s a call from the US
president, we definitely will answer the
Fighting raged yesterday along the border  phone and we will explain to him... He
of Cambodia and Thailand, - doesnot have more details of the
with explosions heard near ’ . situation than me,” Anutin
centuries-old temples ahead said.

of US President Donald
Trump’s planned phone /
call to the leaders of

“This is an issue
between two countries.
He has good intentions

both nations. to see peace but we

At least 19 people have to explain what
have been killed in the the problems are and
latest round of border why it turned out
fighting that reignited this way,” the prime
last week, officials said. minister added.

More than half a
million people, mostly in
Thailand, have fled border
areas near where jets, tanks and
drones have waged battle.

The Southeast Asian nations dispute
the colonial-era demarcation of their
800-kilometre frontier, where both sides
claim a smattering of historic temples.
“I think I'm scheduled to speak to them
tomorrow,” Trump told reporters at the
White House on Wednesday.

Speaking to journalists yesterday, Thai
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul said
there had been “no coordination” yet
with Trump.

Both sides blame the

other for reigniting the

conflict, which has expanded

to five provinces of both Thailand

and Cambodia, according to an AFP

tally of official accounts. In Thailand’s

northeast yesterday morning, hundreds

of evacuated families woke inside a

university building in Surin city that has
been transformed into a shelter.

A few older women pounded chilli
paste while volunteers stirred big pots
of food. Nearby, 61-year-old farmer Rat
said she had to leave her home before she
could plant a cassava crop this season,
{leeing with her family of eight.
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