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RESOLUTION TO BAN PTI, IMRAN KHAN

Pakistan ruling party, 
PTI trade fresh barbs
DAWN ONLINE

War of words between members of the 
Pakistan’s ruling PML-N and the PTI 
continued yesterday, with Coordinator 
to the Prime Minister on Information for 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Affairs Ikhtiar Wali 
Khan saying that “things have reached a 
point of no return”, while PTI chairman 
Barrister Gohar Ali stressed that “better 
sense should prevail”.

In a press conference held yesterday, 
Wali assailed the PTI for its recent actions, 
warning the party, “We have tolerated 
you with much grace and for the sake of 
democracy; however, things have now 
reached a point of no return, no mercy 
and no tolerance.”

“All doors to talks are now closed,” 
Wali said. PTI Chairman Gohar, speaking 

to the media yesterday, objected to the 
resolution, warning that the government 
was attempting to “pitch federating units 
against each other.”

On Tuesday, the Punjab Assembly 
adopted a resolution to ban incarcerated 
PTI founder and former prime minister 
Imran Khan and his party for being “anti-
state”.

“You are isolating a major political 
party. Does removing them from due 
process save democracy?” the PTI 
chairman asked. 

“I said it to them yesterday as well. This 
is not business, you can not minus one, 
and be left with another. 

“If we are removed, then they will not 
be left either.”

“If this continues, then things will get 
out of control within a month,” he added.

Democracies 
must fight for 
freedom
Says Nobel laureate 
Machado

REUTERS, Oslo

Democracies must be 
prepared to fight for 
freedom in order to survive, 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Maria Corina Machado 
said yesterday, in a speech 
delivered by her daughter 
during a ceremony 
Machado could not attend.

The Venezuelan 
opposition leader said prize 
held profound significance, 
not only for her country 
but for world. “It reminds 
the world that democracy 
is essential to peace,” she 
said, via her daughter Ana 
Corina Sosa Machado. 
“And the most important, 
the lesson Venezuelans can 
share ...forged on a long 
and difficult path: if we 
want democracy, we must 
be prepared to fight for 
freedom.”

THAI-CAMBODIA BORDER CLASHES

500,000 flee to shelters
AGENCIES

Half a million evacuees in Cambodia 
and Thailand were sheltering in 
pagodas, schools and other safe 
havens yesterday after fleeing fresh 
fighting in a century-old border 
dispute in which US President Donald 
Trump has vowed to again intercede.

Five Thai soldiers and seven 
Cambodian civilians have been 
killed in the latest fighting, officials 
said, while more than 500,000 
people have fled border regions near 
where jets, tanks and drones were 
waging battle.

AFP journalists in northwestern 
Cambodia’s Samraong town 
yesterday morning heard the blasts 
of incoming artillery from the 
direction of centuries-old temples in 
disputed border areas.

By the afternoon, hundreds of 
families were leaving a shelter at a 
pagoda near Samraong where they 
had been staying since Monday.

“Authorities say it is not safe 
anymore,” said Seut Soeung, 30, 
as she rested alongside a road with 
her family and vehicles passed by 

loaded with people, dogs and bags 
of clothes.

A policeman who asked not to be 
named said the displaced families 
were being evacuated from the temple 
grounds due to safety concerns after 
a few Thai jets flew nearby.

Thailand and Cambodia dispute 
the colonial-era demarcation of 
their 800-kilometre frontier, where 
competing claims to historic temples 
have spilled over into armed conflict.

This week’s clashes are the 
deadliest since five days of fighting 
in July that killed dozens and 
displaced around 300,000 before 
a shaky truce was agreed, following 

intervention by Trump.
Both sides blame each other for 

instigating the reignited conflict, 
which has expanded to five provinces 
of both Thailand and Cambodia, 
according to an AFP tally of official 
accounts.

Thai defence ministry 
spokesperson Surasant Kongsiri 
told reporters yesterday that more 
than 400,000 civilians have been 
evacuated to shelters.

Asked about the prospect of 
further intervention by Trump, a 
Thai government spokesperson said 
there had been no talks with him so 
far, while Bangkok’s position was 
that negotiations should not be 
initiated by a third party.

Yesterday, Cambodia withdrew its 
athletes from the Southeast Asian 
Games in Thailand, citing safety 
reasons and their families’ concern, 
reports Reuters.

Thailand’s military said BM-21 
rockets fired by Cambodian forces 
landed near the Phanom Dong Rak 
Hospital in Surin district yesterday, 
forcing the evacuation of patients 
and staff to a shelter.

People hold a banner reading “End the fascist, corrupt and oppressive US–Marcos regime!” during a protest 
marking International Human Rights Day in Manila, Philippines, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

PHOTO: AFP

Emergency personnel 
search for victims 
in the rubble of two 
collapsed buildings 
in the Al Massira 
area of Fes, Morocco, 
early yesterday. The 
four-storey buildings 
collapsed, killing at 
least 22 people, the 
state news agency said. 
Sixteen others were 
wounded as searches 
for “other people 
who may be buried 
under the rubble” 
were ongoing. The Fes 
prosecutor’s office 
said in a statement, 
there had been a family 
celebration in one of the 
buildings at the time of 
the collapse while the 
other was unoccupied.

WEST BANK RAIDS

Israeli forces arrest 
over 100 Palestinians
Nearly 800 new settlement homes approved
AGENCIES

Israeli forces carried out a wave of raids 
across several parts of the occupied 
West Bank yesterday morning, arresting 
more than 100 Palestinians.

According to the Palestinian 
Prisoners’ Media Office 
(ASRA), the most heavily 
affected areas included 
Nablus, Silwad and the 
nearby town of Deir 
Jarir, northeast of 
Ramallah. 

ASRA also reported 
“extensive” arrest 
operations in Salfit, 
Hebron, Bethlehem, 
Qalqilya and Jenin.

In Nablus alone, around 30 people 
— many of them former detainees — 
were taken in for questioning, with 
some later released. Another 24 arrests 
were recorded in Silwad and Deir Jarir, 
while 20 people were detained in 

al-Eizariya and Abu Dis, and more than 
14 in Jericho.

ASRA said Israeli troops also raided 
homes and seized personal belongings 
during the operations.

Among those arrested was Nasser 
al-Din al-Shaer, a prominent 

academic and former 
minister. Local media, 

cited by Al Jazeera, 
reported that forces 
stormed his home 
in Nablus during the 
pre-dawn sweep.

Al-Shaer previously 
served as education 

minister and deputy 
prime minister in the 

Palestinian National Authority 
in the mid-2000s.

Meanwhile, Israel has given final 
approval for 764 housing units to 
be built in three settlements in the 
occupied West Bank, Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich said yesterday.

Death toll hits 12; Trump 
renews vow to intercede

Conflict expanded to five 
provinces of both countries

Thailand says third party 
should not initiate talks


