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Tejgaon College 
student dies four 
days after attack
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Tejgaon College student died 
yesterday, four days after he sustained 
injuries in an attack at a dormitory.

Sakibul Hasan Rana, 18, a class XII 
student, passed away around noon in the 
ICU of a Moghbazar hospital in Dhaka.

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Monirul Islam told 
The Daily Star, “His family took the 
body to Gazipur… without informing 
us. We asked them to bring it back for 
an autopsy.” 

No case had been filed yet, he added.
Morshed Alam Torun, convener of the 

college unit of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, 
said he heard a scuffle broke out when 
Rana and other residents protested 
as several outsiders were taking drugs 
inside the dormitory on December 6.

When Rana and other residents 
protested, a scuffle broke out. The 
outsiders then left. About half an hour 
later, they returned and attacked the 
students, including Rana, Torun said.

Rana’s classmate Abu Bakar said he 
was attacked for protesting drug abuse. 
He claimed that members of both 
groups were associated with Chhatra 
Dal leaders.
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147 school buildings in 
Jashore declared risky
MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

Following the recent earthquakes, 
at least 147 of the total 1,285 
government primary schools in 
Jashore have been declared risky. 

Thousands of children have to 
attend classes in unsafe buildings.

The Jashore District Primary 
Education Office prepared the 
list after the earthquakes 
and has submitted it 
to the Directorate of 
Primary Education, 
said District Primary 
Education Officer 
Ashraful Alam.

Of the risky 
buildings, 41 are 
in Sharsha, 29 in 
Manirampur, 25 in 
Jhikargachha, 15 in Bagharpara, 
12 in Chaugachha, 18 in Jashore 
Sadar, four in Keshabpur and three 
in Abhaynagar upazilas.

At Ghop Seba Sangha Govt 
Primary School in Jashore town, 
cracks run through the walls and 
plaster continues to fall.

“We have no alternative 
classrooms, so we are compelled to 

continue classes in this building,” 
said Headteacher Saeeda Yasmin. 
“The upazila office has declared 
it risky, and we have applied for a 
new structure.”

Conditions are even worse at 
Nalia Govt Primary School in 
Fatehpur under Sadar upazila.

Large sections of plaster have 
eroded, the tin roof is broken, and 

classrooms flood even in light 
rain. Bamboo poles now 

hold up parts of the roof.
Nearly all the school 

buildings marked 
unsafe across the 
district are in a similar 

condition, with severe 
cracks, leaking roofs, 

poor ventilation and 
lighting, and unhygienic 

sanitation.
Officials say all the schools 

require urgent repair or 
reconstruction. “We submitted 
Jashore’s list after receiving 
instructions to identify structurally 
vulnerable buildings... We are 
now awaiting further directives 
from the Directorate of Primary 
Education,” said Ashraful.AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenaidah

Fifty-eight of the 162 railway 
stations in the West Zone remain 
closed, causing immense hardship 
for commuters across Jashore, 
Jhenidah, Kushtia, Meherpur and 
Chuadanga.

According to the Divisional 
Transportation Office, only 104 
stations are currently operational. 
The closures, attributed to severe 
manpower shortages, began with 
Yeasinpur station in Ishwardi on 
March 25, 1993, and the most recent 
shutdown was Mirpur station in 
Khulna on March 11, 2025.

Residents of remote areas say 
the suspension of train stops has 
cut off their only reliable mode of 
transport. With poor or non-existent 
road connectivity, trains had long 
served as the lifeline for both travel 
and transportation of agricultural 
produce.

Local farmers said they are now 

forced to sell their crops in nearby 
markets at lower prices. One farmer 
said that if trains stopped at their 
local stations, they could carry 
produce to distant markets and earn 
a fair price.

Raihan Master of Sundarpur 
village told The Daily Star that 
people from Sundarpur, Chandba, 
Aktarpur, Khatalia and Kalukhali are 
incurring heavy losses.

He said the nearest bus road is 10 
kilometres away from the Kaliganj 
upazila headquarters, making travel 

costly and time-consuming.
Fazlur Rahman, headteacher of 

Churamonkati-Satiantala Secondary 
School, said reopening Meherullah 
Nagar station would greatly benefit 
university students and ease travel 
for locals.

Hazrat Ali, a Dhaka University 
student from Sundarpur, said he 
faces difficulties travelling home. “I 
have to get down at Kaliganj town 
and find other transport because the 
Sundarpur station is closed, and the 
journey would be much easier if it 
were operating,” he added.

Contacted, Divisional 
Transportation Officer Hasina Khatun 
said all the closed stations suffer from 
acute manpower shortages.

“Operations would resume if the 
government provides the required 
staff,” she said.

Railway Director General Md 
Shamsuzzaman could not be reached 
for comment despite multiple 
attempts.
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58 out of 162 stations 

remain closed
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FRANCO-GERMAN

Sumaiya Islam 
wins human 
rights award
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Human 
rights 
defender 
and 
Executive 
Director of 
Bangladesh Nari Sramik 
Kendra (BNSK), Sumaiya 
Islam, has been awarded 
the 2025 Franco-German 
Award for Human Rights 
and the Rule of Law.

Ambassadors of 
France and Germany to 
Bangladesh, Jean-Marc 
Séré-Charlet and Dr 
Rüdiger Lotz, presented 
the award to Sumaiya 
at a special ceremony 
yesterday at the Franco-
German Embassy in 
Dhaka, on the occasion 
of International Human 
Rights Day, said a 
statement.

Sumaiya received 
the award for her long-
standing dedication to 
advancing the rights of 
women -- particularly 
migrant workers, sex 
workers, transgender 
persons, and others 
who are socially 
and economically 
marginalized. She also 
served as a member of 
the Women’s Affairs 
Reform Commission of 
the interim government.

“It is a great honour, 
and I am truly grateful 
and deeply happy to 
receive this Franco-
German Human Rights 
Prize,” said Sumaiya.

“This recognition 
will help amplify my 
work and that of 
BNSK, enabling us to 
leverage this honour to 
further strengthen our 
initiatives to protect and 
advance the rights of 
women migrant workers 
globally,” she added.


