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22 smugglers 
held with 
1,500 sacks 
of cement
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Cox’s Bazar

Bangladesh Navy has 
detained 22 alleged 
smugglers and seized 
two engine-run boats 
carrying 1,500 sacks 
of cement near Saint 
Martin’s Island, said a BN 
press release yesterday.

The operation took 
place on Tuesday night 
during a patrol in the 
Bay of Bengal.

A naval ship, 
Pratyasha, spotted 
the two wooden boats 
about 36.5 miles west 
of the island. The boats 
attempted to flee but 
were intercepted.

Bullet-hit body 
recovered in 
Lohagara
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Police recovered the 
bullet-hit body of a man 
in Lohagara upazila of 
Chattogram yesterday 
morning.

The deceased is Nurul 
Islam, 55, a CNG-run 
auto-rickshaw driver 
from Boro Hatia union 
under the upazila and 
father of Shafiqur 
Rahman, president 
of ward unit of Islami 
Chhatra Shibir, said 
Lohagara Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Abdul 
Jalil.

Locals found Nurul’s 
body lying beside his auto-
rickshaw in Kumiraghona 
area of Boro Hatia union 
and informed police, he 
added.

Police recovered 
the body and sent it to 
Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital morgue 
for autopsy.
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Workers and employees under the 
banner of Sramik-Karmachari Oikya 
Parishad (SKOP) staged a red-flag 
procession in Chattogram yesterday, 
protesting the government’s move to 
lease out terminals at Chattogram 
Port to foreign companies.

The programme, held in the 
morning at Dewanhat intersection, 
was a continuation of protests by 
labour organisations over the past 
few months against the leasing of 
New Mooring Container Terminal 
(NCT) to a foreign operator, as well as 
the lease agreements for Laldia Char 
and Pangaon terminals.

Kazi Sheikh Nurullah Bahar, 
general secretary of the Jatiyatabadi 
Sramik Dal’s Chattogram divisional 
unit, and SK Khoda Toton, central 
president of Bangladesh Sramik 
Federation, were among those 
present.

Addressing the SKOP event, 
labour leaders reiterated that the 
port is public property and must not 
be handed over to foreign entities.

They demanded that the shipping 
adviser withdraw his recent 
comments regarding allegations of 
extortion at port terminals and that 
the lease agreements for Laldia and 
Pangaon terminals be scrapped. They 
warned of tougher actions otherwise.

“Gathering inside port areas 
is prohibited. Protesters were 
instructed to end the programme 
at Agrabad. They complied and 
dispersed peacefully,” said Babul 
Azad, officer-in-charge of Double 
Mooring Police Station.

Demo held in Ctg protesting 
port terminal lease

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Chattogram Customs House has seized 
4.2 tonnes of Sodium Cyclamate, 
a banned artificial sweetener, at 
Chattogram Port. 

The chemical was imported concealed 
within a consignment declared 
as Polyaluminium Chloride 
(PAC) by Keraniganj-based 
Ezaz Trading.

In a press release 
yesterday, the customs 
authorities said that 
acting on a tip-off, the 
Audit, Investigation 
and Research (AIR) 
team of Chattogram 
Customs House, with 
assistance from the Central 
Intelligence Cell in Dhaka, 
conducted a drive and seized the 
banned item.

Sodium Cyclamate is 30–50 times 
sweeter than regular sugar and is often 
used illegally by unscrupulous traders 
in sweets, bakery products, ice creams, 
juices, chocolates, condensed milk and 

even baby food as a cheap substitute for 
sugar, said the release.

Health experts warn that the 
substance can cause cancer as well as 
severe kidney and liver complications. For 
these reasons, its import is completely 
prohibited under the Import Policy Order 

2021–2024.
According to data from 
Chattogram Customs 

House and the 
Customs Intelligence 
and Investigation 
Directorate, over 220 
tonnes of Sodium 
Cyclamate have been 

seized from at least 
six consignments at 

Chattogram Port in the 
last four years.
Md Tarek Mahmud, deputy 

director of Chattogram Customs 
House, said, “For a long time, unethical 
importers have been trying to bring 
banned Sodium Cyclamate into the 
country through false declarations. 
Customs has intensified its surveillance 
in this regard.”

CHATTOGRAM PORT

4.2 tonnes of banned 
sweetener seized

As temperatures begin to drop, people gather at the roadside makeshift stalls to buy warm clothes in Maijdi area of 
Noakhali town. The Bangladesh Meteorological Department recorded the lowest temperature there yesterday at 16.4°C.
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Two Jubo Dal 
men shot in 
Cox’s Bazar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Cox’s Bazar

Unidentified assailants 
shot two activists of 
Jubo Dal, the youth 
wing of BNP, in the 
Uttaran Residential 
Area of Cox’s Bazar on 
Tuesday night.

Saiful Islam, 35, and 
Mohammad Faruq, 34, 
are from Larpora area.

The attackers arrived 
on a motorcycle, 
wearing helmets, 
opened fire, and fled the 
scene around 10:30pm, 
leaving Saiful and Faruq 
critically injured.

Locals rushed them 
to Cox’s Bazar Sadar 
Hospital, from where 
they were referred to 
Chattogram, police said.

Azizul Haque Sohel, 
president of the Cox’s 
Bazar municipal Jubo 
Dal unit, demanded 
that the police promptly 
identify and arrest the 
perpetrators.

Sami Uddin, officer-
in-charge of Cox’s 
Bazar Sadar Model 
Police Station, said an 
investigation has been 
launched to identify 
the attackers, and legal 
steps will follow.


