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restore
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With this vyear’s theme
in focus, he expressed
deep solidarity with the
oppressed people around
the world who have lost
their fundamental rights.
“At the same time, I
affirm that - whether in
Bangladesh or anywhere
else on earth - no one

should ever again be
deprived of basic human
rights. For that, the

protection of human rights
must be an essential part of
our everyday practice,” he
said.

He further said the
country has endured a dark
chapter of fascist misrule
for more than a decade
and a half, during which
human rights were buried.

Democracy was
obliterated, and the state
apparatus was gripped

firmly in the hands of an
authoritarian clique, he
said.

“Today, we stand on a
new journey -- a journey
to restore democracy
and safeguard human
rights. Our future state
must be one where
human rights remain
protected. Poverty is
now viewed globally as
one of the most serious
human rights challenges.
Eradicating poverty is
an attainable goal in
establishing human
rights,” he added.

“At this moment, people
of the country are united
in  their commitment
to  protecting  human
rights. Everyone must
come forward in this
journey of establishing
true  democracy  while
protecting human rights.
This should be our firm
commitment on  the
universal Human Rights
Day,” he said.

Illegal hill cutting puts

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

thousands at risk in Nabiganj

Illegal hill cutting continues on a
massive scale in two remote areas of
Nabiganj upazila of Habiganj, putting
thousands at risk of landslides,
despite repeated drives, fines and
arrests by the administration.

During a recent visit, The Daily
Star found severe hill degradation
across Ghaznaipur and Paniumda
unions, with the Barachar hill cluster

the worst affected.

Locals say politically backed groups
resume operations almost immediately
after each raid, showing little regard for

administrative warnings.

Dinarpur, home to about two

lakh people and marked by a 10km
stretch of hillocks, faces escalating

environmental danger.
Shoni Chowdhury,

secretary of the Nabiganj Press Club,
said nearly 1.5 lakh people are directly
vulnerable to landslides, while rural
homes, electricity poles and public
infrastructure are already destabilised
as soil is removed from their bases.
Residents say the identities of
those behind the extraction are
widely known, but few are willing
to speak publicly out of fear. The
gangs allegedly operate under the
protection of politically influential
syndicates
that were active during the previous

individuals, mirroring

ruling party’s tenure.

At one site, the soil of a hill in

Dinarpur is being excavated day and
night with bulldozers and sold at a
high price to a US expatriate, Daraz
Mia. He admitted buying the soil but
claimed he did not know its origin.
from
Electrification Board’s Nabiganj and
Bahubal offices inspected the area
but said the accused ignored their
warnings. A report has been sent to
higher authorities after an electricity
pole tilted due to soil cutting.
Despite visible destruction across
the hills, the upazila administration
it does not know who is
responsible, a stance that has sparked
frustration among residents.
Union

general

Officials

says

Paniumda

the Rural

Parishad
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Chairman Ijazur Rahman confirmed
that people from his union were
involved in hill cutting and said he
had informed the authorities.
Tofazzal Sohel, general secretary
of Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon in
Habiganj, said disappearing forest
cover has disrupted water retention,
biodiversity and groundwater recharge.
If the authorities do not shut
these syndicates down immediately,
this area could face
environmental collapse, he said.
Contacted, Nabiganj UNO Ruhul
Amin said raids are conducted
whenever complaints are received
and that action will be taken after
investigating the latest incidents.

long-term

Dialogue vital to easing bilateral tensions
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and the civilian National
Unity Government (NUG)
resisting military rule.

Soe  Myint, editor-
in-chief of Myanmar-
focused news  portal

Mizzima, said resistance
forces now control more
than half of Myanmar,
while the military
controls the rest.

Ethnic groups and the
Bamar majority are more
united than ever in their
push for a federal system
that includes equal rights
for all communities,

including the Rohingya.

He said public attitudes
have changed significantly
after the coup, with people
now strongly supporting
a democratic and federal

Myanmar.
“Whatever religious or
ethnic differences they

had should be minimised,
and they all need to work
for the greater objective
of national wunity and
cohesion,” Soe Myint said.

The NUG has already
recognised the Rohingyas’
rights and ethnicity, he
added.

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Industries

Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution
Maan Bhaban, 116/A, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208,
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e-Tender Notice

This e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System Portal (http'wwow eprocure gov.bd) by BSTI, Dhaka for
the procurement of following Goods:

38 EEIRT yB03 BN
on TELHYE 2030 3014

SL | Tender Name of Goods & Related Services Tender Last Teader Closing &
No. | 1D No. Selling Date & Opening Date &
S - e Time N Time
I. | 1183587 | Procurement of 83 (Eighty Three) types | 24 December2025 | 29 December,2025
stationary items for BSTI Head Office, at 05:00 PM at 11:30 AM
...... || Dhala [P —— R
2. | 1192027 | Procurement of File Board/cover for BSTI 24 December,2025 | 29 December, 2025
Head office, Dhaka, | at 05:00 PM at 12:00 PM

e-Tender detail can be downloaded from 10 December, 2025 after 17:00 (GMT+6) on e-GP System Portal
(httpr//www eprocure gov.bd) for pursue

This 15 an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offline/hard
copies will be aceepted. To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP System (hittp//www, eprocure. gov.bd)
portal.

G- 2704

Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP system portal and e-GP help desk
{beipdeskifeprocure pov bd)
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(Md. Tuhin Ahamed)
Deputy Director { Admin)
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e-Tender is invited
procurement of:

Reference No: 27.11.3677.463.05.004,25.1220

Tender Notice (OTM)

Bangladesh Power Development Board

Office of the Manager (5.E) Mainienance

Bibivana South 400MW CCPP
BPFDB, Nabigan), Habiganj
Mob: 01313006152
Email: mm.bibiyanasisbpdb.gov_bd

Date: 07/12/2025

in the National e-GP System Portal (http

diwww.eprocure.gov.bd) for the

systems of Bibiyana South
400 MW CCPP, BPDB,
Nabiganj, Habiganj.

SI. | Tender Description of Publishing | Last Selling | Closing and
No. 1D and GoodsWorks Date and Date and Opening
Package time time Date and
No. time
1. 1157582 | Procurement of 1&C Spare 09-Dec- 21-Dec- 21-Dec-
GR-52- | Parts (Controller, SOV, | 202511:00 | 202511:00 | 2025 12:30
INC Sensor, LVDT, Timer,
{Goods) | Switches etc.) for HP
Bypass and LP Bypass

To

submit

GD-2705

registration  in

e T ot (Q/ohH2/2¢

the

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no
offline/ hard copies will be accepted.
e-Tender,
(http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd/) is required.
The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal have to
be deposited online through any registered bank branches.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and from e-
GP help desk (helpdeski@eprocure. gov.bd).
For more details, please contact PE's Support Desk (01313096158, 01674608198).

MNational

(Md. Modasser Hossain)
Executive Engineer (1&C)
Bibiyana South 400 MW CCPP
BPDB, Nabiganj, Habiganj.

e-GP  System  Portal

-8d.-

Soe  Myint thanked
Bangladesh for sheltering
the Rohingya and called
for continued support for
civiliansin Myanmar, where
the military has restricted
essential supplies.

Participants stressed
that despite geographical
proximity, the people of
Bangladesh and Myanmar
have very limited contact,
making civil society and
media-level engagement
even more important.

Prof Obaidul Haque of
International Relations
at Dhaka University said

Political
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and later returns to the
country in one way or
another. These transactions
often involve various forms
of ‘incentives.” Such a
complex structure cannot
be changed in a day, a
month, or even a year.”

“For the past 15 years,
those who have committed
crimes  were  allowed
to cross the border in
exchange for crores of
taka by members of our
political elite. You must
think  carefully about
whether you will elect
such people. The time has
come to decide whether we
should continue electing
them,” the ACC chief
added.

Speaking as a special
guest, Director General of
the Bangladesh Institute
of Development Studies,
Dr AK Enamul Haque, said,
“There are 14 to 15 types of
corruption in Bangladesh.
We focus only on bribery,
but bribery is just one form
among many.”

ACC Commissioner
(Investigation)  Brigadier
General (Retd) Hafiz Ahsan
Farid said, “To prevent
corruption, details of
all government projects
must be published online.
And if any information
is updated, it must also
be communicated to the
public. Once money is
stolen, it becomes difficult
to recover. Corruption
methods in Bangladesh
are  different;  foreign
models will not work here.
We need to create our own
model.”

Farlier in the day, at a
human chain in front of the
ACC headquarters, Momen
also urged voters not to elect
corrupt individuals in the
upcoming national polls.

PRAYER
TIMING

DECEMBER 10

Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN 5-15 12-45 3-45 5-19 7-00
JAMAAT 5-50 1-15 4-00 5-22 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

community-level dialogue
between Rakhines and
Rohingyas is  crucial
for  minimising  their
differences.

A safe and favourable

environment in Rakhine
State remains the key
condition for Rohingya

repatriation, he said.

“We can look at the best
examples elsewhere in the
world on how to best utilise
the civil society strengths,”
he said.

Journalist ASM
Sujauddin  from  Cox’s
Bazar also spoke.

Dengue deaths reach
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beginning, no control
programme was launched
at the appropriate

time. This management
gap is the reason why

Committed
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to protect the dignity and
rights of every individual
without  discrimination,”
he said in his message on
the eve of Human Rights
Day 2025.

Yunus recalled that the
day is being marked “about
a year and a half after the
historic  youth-led July
Uprising,” during which
“people from all walks of
life rose against oppression
and tyranny, defeating a
fascist regime in pursuit of
dignity and human rights.”

He added that a “New
Bangladesh” has emerged
from this period of
struggle.

He added that the
country is now preparing
for a “democratic, free,
and fair general election
in early February 2026”
as part of efforts to build
“a just and equal society”
and strengthen democratic
governance.

“Bangladesh has upheld
its commitment to justice
through the recent verdict
of the International Crimes
Tribunal Bangladesh,
which convicted members
of the deposed regime of
crimes against humanity
connected to the July
Uprising,” he said.

Highlighting
Bangladesh’s international
obligations, Yunus  said
the country “stands
proud as a nation that has
acceded to all nine core
international human rights
treaties,”  including the
International ~ Convention
for the Protection of All
Persons from  Enforced
Disappearance, as well as
the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture
and all core ILO conventions.

He also  reaffirmed
Bangladesh’s active
role at the Human
Rights Council and its
engagement in addressing
global challenges such as
conflicts, humanitarian
crises, climate change, and
forced displacement.

once handled by 129
councillors  across two
Dhaka city corporations
now fall on administrators
alone and called for
restoring the local-

10 to compete
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No other bags, mobile
phones, calculators,

electronic devices, watches,
or similar items are allowed
inside the centre.

This year’s written test
will feature 100 MCQ
questions based on the
HSC syllabus, each worth
1 mark. The pass mark is
40.

The exam duration has
been increased to 1 hour
and 15 minutes, and 0.25

marks will be deducted for
each wrong answer.

A total of 122632
candidates have applied for
13,051 MBBS and BDS seats.
Of them, 49,028 are male,
and 73,604 are female.

Government medical
and dental colleges have
5,645 seats 5,100 for
MBBS and 545 for BDS.
Private institutions offer
7406 secats, including
6,001 for MBBS and 1,405
for BDS.

Azmi was not held
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was not Aynaghar,” he
argued.

Chief Prosecutor

Tajul Islam opposed the
argument, saying points
from the inquiry report
were irrelevant at this stage
and could only be raised
during trial once the report
is submitted.

Azizur and co-counsel
Mahin R Rahman also
argued that the charges of
illegal arrest and abduction
against their two clients --
former DGFI CTIB directors
Brig Gen Md Mahbub
Rahman Siddique and Brig
Gen Ahmed Tanvir Majahar
Siddique -- were baseless, as
both joined the DGFT after
Azmi and another victim,
Michael Chakma, had
already been abducted.

They said their third
client, Maj Gen Sheikh
Md Sarwar Hossain, also a
former CTIB director under
whom the JIC falls, and two
other accused could not be
held responsible because
the JIC was under the DGFI
director general.

The prosecution
countered that a 2006
government order placed
the JIC under the CTIB
director, and argued that
under international law
any officer serving during
a victim’s detention bears
responsibility.

State-appointed lawyer

401

Medical College Hospital,
said many patients reach
major hospitals in very
poor condition after long
journeys.
He

explained  that

Amir Hossain, representing
the prime accused and
deposed prime minister
Sheikh  Hasina, sought
her discharge, saying she
neither ordered illegal
detention nor torture,
and that the prosecution
presented no written order
from her.

Hassan Imam, counsel
for Hasina’s former defence
and security adviser Maj
Gen (retd) Tarique Ahmed
Siddique and former DGFI
chiefs Lt Gen (retd) Md
Akbar Hossain, Lt Gen
(retd) Md Saiful Alam, Maj
Gen (retd) Md Saiful Abedin
and Lt Gen (retd) Ahmed
Tabrez Shams Chowdhury,
also  sought discharge,
saying they neither
committed the offences
nor ordered subordinates

to do so.

State defence lawyer
Sujad Miah, representing
four other retired
officers, adopted Azizur’s
arguments and sought
their discharge.

Maj Gen Sarwar, Brig
Gen Mahbub, and Brig Gen
Tanvir — now in custody
- were present in court,
while the other 10 accused
remain absconding.

After the hearing, the
tribunal led by Justice Md
Shofiul Alam Mahmood set
December 14 for its order
on whether charges will be
framed.

and decentralised care are

crucial.
If affordable dengue
testing  were available

closer to people -- similar
to COVID -- cases could be

the dengue situation government structure as delays in reaching proper identified sooner, he said.
escalated the way it did,” soon as possible. care significantly worsen He also noted that
Saifur said. WHY SO MANY DEATHS  outcomes. Dhaka has almost no
Echoing him, Experts say delayed He said doctors outside functional — primary or
Jahangirnagar University hospitalisation is a major Dhaka often lack proper secondary healthcare
Entomologist Kabirul reason for the high death dengue-management facilities, relying mainly
Bashar said field activities toll, as many severely ill training, and smaller on tertiary  hospitals,
should be reviewed every patientsarrive from distant hospitals face resource while rural facilities
two months, with decisions  districts. shortages. remain poorly equipped.
based on  monitoring HM  Nazmul Ahsan, Public-health expert Strengthening healthcare
reports. associate  professor at Mohammad Mushtuq capacity nationwide, he
He noted that duties Shaheed Suhrawardy Hussainsaid earlydetection — stressed, is essential.
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