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22 senior police 
officers transferred
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-two police officers, including the Khulna 
Metropolitan Police (KMP) commissioner, were 
transferred to new postings yesterday.

The home ministry issued two separate circulars 
stating that the changes will take immediate effect.

According to the circulars, KMP Commissioner 
Zulfikar Ali Haider was transferred to the 
Industrial Police, while Additional Commissioner 
of Gazipur Metropolitan Police Jahidul Hasan, 
who has been promoted to the rank of deputy 
inspector general (DIG), was appointed as the new 
KMP commissioner.

The other transferred police officials include 
seven additional DIGs and 13 superintendents of 
police.

HC rejects writ
FROM PAGE 3

He said the court expressed 
annoyance over the 
submission of the petition.

Earul submitted the 
petition on December 3, 
stating that DCs and UNOs 
have been appointed as 
returning officers and 
assistant returning officers 
instead of district and 
upazila election officers. 
As a result, he argued, 
the Election Commission 
becomes dependent on 
the executive to hold 
the election, which he 
claimed is a violation of the 
constitution.

He argued that the EC 
appoints its secretary from 
the executive, creating 
an opportunity for the 
executive to dominate the 
commission. 

In the petition, he also 
sought a rule asking the 
authorities concerned to 

explain why the decision 
to appoint DCs and 
UNOs as returning and 
assistant returning officers 
-- replacing district and 
upazila election officers 
-- should not be declared 
illegal.  He prayed for a stay 
on the election process 
until disposal of the rule.

2 more die 
of dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least two dengue 
patients died while 455 
others were hospitalised 
in the 24 hours till 
8:00am yesterday.

According to the 
DGHS, the deaths are 
from Dhaka South City 
Corporation areas.

With the new deaths 
and cases, the total 
number of dengue-
related deaths this year 
rose to 398, while the 
total number of cases 
stood at 98,284.
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Jatindra Mohan’s historic 
residence left to decay

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

The residence of Deshpriya Jatindra 
Mohan Sengupta, a historic British-
era landmark in Chattogram’s 
Rahmatganj area, now lies in 
neglect.

A noted leader of the anti-
British movement, Sengupta was 
a five-term mayor of Calcutta 
Corporation during the British 
period and president of the All 
India Congress. He organised one 
of the subcontinent’s largest labour 
movements as part of the struggle 
for freedom from British rule.

Cultural activists and civil 
society members have long been 
urging the government to conserve 
the site. Senior officials of the 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs visited 
the building in 2021 and decided to 
prepare a plan for its preservation 
and transformation into a museum 
showcasing relics from the anti-
British movement in Chattogram, 
said sources.

Article 24 of the Constitution 
mandates protection of any 
monument or site of artistic 
or historical importance. A 
signboard announcing the planned 
museum and a plaque quoting 

the constitutional provision were 
installed at the house, along with 
Ansar deployment, said sources.

No further step followed. The 
house has since deteriorated and is 
now on the verge of ruin. A recent 
visit found bushes encroaching on 
the compound and the building 
visibly fragile. The signboard 
remains, but no security guard was 
seen.

Rashed Rauf, poet and journalist, 
urged immediate government 
action, saying the site is crucial for 
future generations to understand 
the country’s history. 

He said Sengupta’s family made 
major contributions to education 
and social welfare, though many of 
their properties now lie in disrepair.

Dr Mahfuzur Rahman, 

chairman of Liberation Struggle 
of Bangladesh and Liberation War 
Research Centre, said Chattogram’s 
central role in the anti-British 
movement makes the residence an 
important landmark that must be 
preserved.

In a joint statement on August 
29 last year, eminent citizens in 
Chattogram called for urgent 
government action. They noted 
that the house had hosted visits 
by Netaji Subhash Bose, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana 
Shaukat Ali and Mohammad Ali. 
The statement also alleged a land-
grabbing attempt on January 4, 2021.

A Directorate General of 
Archaeology team led by regional 
director Nahid Sultana visited the 
site on July 25 this year. 

She said they found justification 
for conservation and sent a proposal 
to the directorate. 

Contacted, Directorate General 
of Archaeology DG Sabina Alam 
said she was unaware of receiving 
such a proposal and would check. 

Archaeologist Dr Ataur Rahman 
said conservation work suffers 
because Chattogram lacks a regional 
office of the archaeology department, 
unlike every other division.
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The 10 crewmen, 
including a Bangladeshi 
mariner, who remained 
stuck in the drone-hit 
Chinese oil tanker MT 
Kairos for seven days while 
being anchored near 
the Bulgarian coast, were rescued by a Bulgarian 
Coast Guard team yesterday morning.

“A Bulgarian Coast Guard team on a helicopter 
arrived around 9:15am (local time) and rescued 
seven of us from the oil tanker first due to space 
constraint in the helicopter. They are preparing 
to rescue the remaining three others,” Mahfuzul 
Islam Plabon, the Bangladeshi 4th engineer of the 
ship, informed The Daily Star via WhatsApp.

Plabon said an earlier rescue attempt by the 
Bulgarian Coast Guard on Sunday failed due to 
heavy rain.

Ukrainian drones reportedly attacked the 
tanker in the Black Sea on November 28. The 
international media, however, earlier reported 
that the ship was part of Russian “shadow fleet”.

A Turkish Coast Guard boat on the same 
night rescued its 25 crewmen, including three 
Bangladeshis, and took them to Turkey.

The 10 crewmen faced immense sufferings after 
failing to get positive response from Bulgarian Coast 
Guard for their rescue despite repeated calls in last 
few days, amid freezing temperature, inclement 
weather, and depleting food stock on board.

The ship has been significantly damaged in the 
drone attack, said Md Shakawat Hossain, general 
secretary of Bangladesh Merchant Marine Officers 
Association in Chattogram, who was in regular 
contact with Plabon as well as international 
organisations for the mariners’ welfare and rescue.

The three other Bangladeshi crewmen rescued 
after the drone attack have already returned home, 
Hossain informed.

DRONE-HIT TANKER

Bangladeshi 
mariner, 9 crew 
finally rescued

Mahfuzul Islam
DU CORRESPONDENT

Undergraduate and postgraduate students from seven 
government colleges in Dhaka continued their sit-in for 
the second day in front of Shikkha Bhaban yesterday, 
demanding immediate formal proclamation of the Dhaka 
Central University Ordinance.

The demonstrators were still occupying the road 
around 5:00pm, said Shahbagh Police Station Sub-
Inspector Mainul Islam. 

“They have been staying here since Sunday. They 
resumed their sit-in again this [yesterday] morning,” he 
said, adding that vehicle movement towards Shikkha 
Bhaban has been suspended due to the protest.

The students said the government must issue the 
ordinance for the new university, or they will continue 
their sit-in.

On the other hand, students from several higher secondary 
colleges, including Dhaka College, staged demonstrations 
yesterday demanding the preservation of their institutions’ 
independent identity. They fear that the proposed Dhaka 
Central University will jeopardise their future.
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DHAKA CENTRAL UNIVERSITY

Students continue 
sit-in for ordinance

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

The two-day Wangala festival of the Garo community 
came to an end on Sunday, concluding with prayers 
and harvest offerings at the Fulchhara Garo Line field in 
Sreemangal upazila.

From yesterday morning, villagers in colourful traditional 
attire gathered at the venue as the rhythmic beat of drums, 
harmoniums, guitars and indigenous instruments filled the 
air. Performers sang Wangala songs in the Garo language, 
while families offered a portion of their fresh harvest to the 
creator, marking the season’s first grains.

Organised by the Srichuk Garo Nokma Association, the 
festival opened with prayers led by Garo representatives 
from various regions. The main harvest dedication 
ceremony was followed by a cultural programme featuring 
traditional dances and songs celebrating Garo heritage.

“Wangala reflects the history and heritage of the Garo 
people. We celebrate it to thank Missi Saljang, the god of 
crops, and to seek permission to eat the new harvest,” said 
Association President Chisim.

Garos celebrate 
Wangala

A driver transports rods on a battery-powered easy bike, leaving the sharp ends exposed despite regulations 
requiring them to be secured at both ends. Carrying rods protruding in this way on a busy road poses a serious 
risk to pedestrians and other vehicles. The photo was taken in front of Khulna New Market yesterday.
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