
Economy at 
a crossroads, 

says GED 
report

The country’s 
economy shows signs 

of stabilising, but it 
remains at a critical 
juncture, according 

to a new government 
report. 

Rising inflation, 
weak investment, 

governance issues and 
external pressures 

threaten growth and 
living standards. 
“Foreign direct 

investment remains 
critically low,” said 
the report by the 

General Economic 
Division (GED). It also 
highlighted potential 

for a rebound if 
reforms are carried 

out swiftly and 
seriously. 

Economists said 
without faster 

action, the country 
risks slower growth, 
rising poverty, and a 
deepening debt trap.
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The silent 
worlds  of 
neglected 
children

People help a family carry a sick newborn whose ambulance got stuck in a jam near Shanir Akhra on the Dhaka-Chattogram 
highway in the capital yesterday. The ambulance taking the critically ill child from Dhanmondi to Bangladesh Neonatal 
Hospital in Narayanganj was stuck as locals blocked the highway demanding uninterrupted gas supply. PHOTO: STAR

Plots afoot to derail 
democratic process

Tarique says country going  
through ‘abnormal times’ 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With democracy and accountable 
governance absent, the country is 
passing through an abnormal time, BNP 
acting chairman Tarique Rahman said 
yesterday.

Restoring democracy is the only way to 
return the nation to normalcy, he added, 
speaking virtually at the closing session 
of the party’s two-day “Plan to Build the 
Country” programme in the capital.

“Why is the share market crashing? This is abnormal. Bank after 
bank is closing down, shutting down, collapsing. This is abnormal. 
These abnormal things cannot continue,” he said.

He added that mills and factories were shutting, investors 
unwilling to invest, hospitals lacking adequate treatment facilities, 
and educational institutions struggling to run academic activities.  
All of these are signs of “abnormal situations”, he said.

Tarique alleged that conspiracies were underway to derail the 
democratic process and insisted that an elected government is 
essential to restoring normalcy.

He said people now fear being mugged when stepping outside, 
and even if they avoid that, there is no guarantee of returning home 
safely due to frequent road accidents.

“More than 7,000 people were killed in road accidents last year. 
What happened to the families who lost their only breadwinner? 
Does anyone think about them the next day?” he asked.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Graft taints the 
graft watchdog

6 top officials dismissed this year; 2 
ex-bosses under probe; 245 employees 

disciplined over 17 years
DIPAN NANDY

The Anti-Corruption Commission 
is facing a crisis within its own 
walls, as fresh allegations of bribery 
and illicit benefits surface against 
its officials, including some tasked 
with investigating graft.

In 2025 alone, six ACC officials 
have been dismissed, three of them 
in September, among whom is a 
director-level officer. 

Over the past 17 years, the 
commission has taken disciplinary 
action against 245 officials and 
employees for bribery, unethical 
benefits, and involvement in 
corruption. Among the penalised, 
34 have been dismissed, while many 
others faced forced retirement, 
demotion, or salary cuts. More 
than 10 officials currently face 
departmental cases.

Today, as the ACC observes 
International Anti-Corruption 
Day under the theme “Uniting 
with Youth Against Corruption: 
Shaping Tomorrow’s Integrity,” 
the shadow over its own integrity 
looms large.

ACC Chairman Mohammad 
Abdul Momen decried corruption 
by its own officials, claiming it 
takes immediate action whenever 
such allegations surface. 

However, campaigners warn 
that corrupt ACC officials, like 
other accused, must face trial, 
not just action by ACC as such 
revelations strike at the heart of 
the institution’s credibility.

“Departmental action alone is 
not enough; they must be handed 
over to the court for trial,” said 
Iftekharuzzaman, head of the 
ACC reform commission and 
executive director of Transparency 
International Bangladesh.

“The commission cannot 
function properly while retaining 
corrupt officials. Dismissal alone 
is insufficient; they must be 
prosecuted,” he told The Daily Star 
when asked for comments.  

6 OFFICIALS FACE ACTION
The ACC dismissed Khan Md 
Mizanul Islam as its director 
on September 8 for allegedly 
accepting medical expenses from 
a private hospital director, who is 
being investigated by the ACC.

On September 4, Deputy 
Director Mahbubul Alam, and 
Deputy Assistant Director 
Mohammad Zulfikar were removed 
over separate allegations.

Mahbubul reportedly extorted 
around Tk 1 crore from the principal 
and administrative officer of Ideal 
School in Motijheel by threatening 
to file cases. He is also accused of 
taking Tk 10 crore in bribes from 
the managing director of Essential 
Drugs.

Zulfikar allegedly received 
financial benefits from the former 

chairman of Arcade Real Estate 
Limited in exchange for resolving 
a case. He and his family were 
reportedly living in a flat without 
purchase or rent.

On August 6, Deputy Director 
Ahsanul Kabir Polash was 
dismissed for negligence in a 
corruption investigation.

On July 17, Deputy Director 
Komlesh Mandal faced the same 
consequence for negligence 
in probing allegations against 
officials of the Dhaka Water Supply 
Network Improvement Project.

On October 5, Assistant 
Director Abdullah Al Mamun 
was suspended for allegedly 
forming a syndicate involved in 
fabricating documents, preparing 
false notesheets for submission 
to commission meetings, and 
targeting upper-middle-class and 
wealthy individuals with these 
forged documents.

In March, Assistant Director SM 

ACC’s internal 
anti-corruption 
committee 
dysfunctional

Reform commission 
proposed task force 
to tackle internal 
graft

Campaigners say 
corrupt ACC officials 
must face trial

INTERNATIONAL 
ANTI-CORRUPTION DAY

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

SECOND EDITION

Khaleda still 
unfit to travel: 
medical board
Air ambulance not 
arriving today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The air ambulance meant 
to take BNP Chairperson 
Khaleda Zia to London will 
not arrive in Dhaka today, 
as her medical board has 
again said she is not yet fit 
to travel.

Sources said the air 
ambulance will move 
only when the doctors 
confirm her condition has 
improved.

Meanwhile, the 
Germany-based FAI 
Aviation Group, which 
operates the air ambulance, 

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

Polls schedule 
‘tomorrow or 
the day after’
EC asks BTV, 
Betar to record 
announcement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission 
yesterday asked 
Bangladesh Television 
(BTV) and Bangladesh 
Betar to prepare to record 
on December 10 CEC AMM 
Nasir Uddin’s address to 
the nation unveiling the 
polls schedule.

The address will be 
delivered at the EC office in 
Agargaon.

Speaking to reporters 
at the Election Bhaban in 
the afternoon, EC Senior 
Secretary Akhtar Ahmed 
said that although the 
address will be recorded 
on December 10, it may 
be broadcast either on the 
same day or the following 
day.

“The EC has already 
sent letters to BTV and 
Bangladesh Betar in this 
regard.”

In the 12th national 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Mong Prue Sain: A monarch 
who fought for freedom

AHMAD ISTIAK

Mong Prue Sain, the seventh king 
of the Mong dynasty, emerged 
as a symbol of resistance during 
the Liberation War. He threw his 
support behind the struggle for 
freedom. He opened his palace 
and treasury to shelter refugees 
and freedom fighters, set up a 
temporary hospital there, and even 
fought on the battlefield himself. 
His actions set a rare and powerful 
precedent in the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts.
MONG PALACE
In July, this correspondent 
visited Manikchhari upazila in 
Khagrachhari to document the role 
of King Mong Prue Sain and his 
palace. Conversations with former 
palace members, freedom fighters, 
and elderly residents revealed 
remarkable stories of courage.

The Manikchhari upazila 
headquarters sits along the 
Khagrachhari–Chittagong highway. 

At one end of the local bazaar 
stands the Mong palace, once 
the administrative centre of the 
monarchy. Beside the main building 
is the Nanuma Devi Memorial Hall, 
which functioned as a wartime 
hospital.

After the massacre of March 25, 
1971, panic gripped Chittagong 
district. Civilians fled in fear, and 
Bangalee soldiers, though initially 

resisting, were eventually forced to 
retreat. Many crossed the border 
seeking refuge in India.

Along the way, thousands found 
shelter at the Mong palace, where 
King Mong Prue Sain opened his 
doors to welcome them.

The palace set up community 
kitchens to feed refugees and 
soldiers, and all 150 staff members 
were drawn into the war effort. 
Freedom fighters on their way to 
India for training often stopped 
there for shelter.

One such freedom fighter, Md 
Shafi Uddin, now 75, told this 
newspaper that right after March 
7, King Mong Prue Sain began 
coordinating with Badshah Alam, 
the freedom fighter organiser in 
Fatikchhari, and that the royal 
palace became an essential transit 
point and base camp.

He remembered: “Many of the 
refugees who travelled from North 

TALES OF
FREEDOM

Fifty-three years after independence, many stories of the Liberation War remain untold. 
Part 5 of this 12-part series turns to Manikchari in Khagrachhari, where an indigenous king 

opened his palace to refugees, stood by freedom fighters, and fought alongside them  -- 
leaving behind a legacy unlike any other.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

We work with 
religion, we 
don’t use it

Says Jamaat ameer; eight-party 
accepts referendum on polls day

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jamaat-e-Islami Ameer 
Shafiqur Rahman said 
yesterday that they 
strongly believe a national 
government is necessary for 
at least five years to restore 
the country’s stability and 
economy, establish the rule 
of law, and eradicate corruption from society.

“If we are voted to power, we will form this 
[national] government. We will accept just two things 
from those who would join this government. We 
expect that no one will engage in corruption or show 
leniency towards it in any form. And secondly, they 
must not interfere in ensuring equal justice for all,” 
he said.

Shafiqur made the remarks while talking to 
journalists after a meeting with a high-level delegation 
of the European Union at its embassy.

He added that Jamaat is willing to form a national 
government with those who agree to these two 
conditions.

Jamaat will form a national government even if 
it wins a majority in the upcoming 13th national 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Mother, daughter 
murdered in their 

Mohammadpur flat
Suspect domestic worker left the home 

wearing victim’s school uniform

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A woman and her teenage daughter 
were stabbed to death at their residence 
in Dhaka’s Mohammadpur yesterday, 
allegedly by their part-time house help 
hired only four days ago.

The victims were identified as Laila 
Afroze, 48, and Nafisa Nawal Binte Aziz, 
15, wife and daughter of AZ Azizul Islam 
respectively.

The double murder took place on 
the seventh floor of a 12-storey building 

on Shahjahan Road in Mohammadpur 
when Azizul, a teacher at an English-
medium school, was out.

Laila had at least 30 stab wounds 
and Nafisa had five. They were stabbed 
mostly in their throats and necks, 
according to police and officials at 
Shaheed Shurawardy Medical College 
morgue.

The house help Ayesha is the primary 
suspect as CCTV footage shows her to 

Laila had at least 30 
stab wounds and her 
daughter had five. They 
were stabbed mostly in 
their throats and necks, 
according to police and 
officials at Shaheed 
Shurawardy Medical 
College morgue.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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This handout photo taken and released by Agence Kampuchea Press (AKP) yesterday shows local residents evacuating after 
clashes along the Cambodia–Thailand border in Oddar Meanchey province, Cambodia. 

31 deported 
from US were 
‘shackled for 
60 hours’
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Thirty-one Bangladeshis were sent 
back from the US yesterday, with 
several of them saying they were 
kept in handcuffs and shackles for 
nearly 60 hours before being flown to 
Dhaka.

They arrived at Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport around 7:00pm 
on a special US military flight, 
according to airport officials.

After landing, airport authorities 
handed them over to Brac, which 
provided transportation and 
emergency support.

Most of the deportees are from 
Noakhali, while others are from 
Sylhet, Feni, Shariatpur, Cumilla, and 
several other districts.

The returnees said they were freed 
from the restraints after reaching 
Dhaka airport.

Earlier this year, the US deported 
226 Bangladeshis, many of whom 
alleged they were restrained in a 
similar way.

Graft taints the graft watchdog
FROM PAGE 1

Mamunur Rashid was dismissed for 
allegedly torturing his former wife 
and demanding dowry.

Contacted, ACC Chairman Momen 
said, “If my commission is not free 
of corruption, then I lose the moral 
right to speak out against corruption 
elsewhere. Whenever we find evidence 
of corruption within our institution, 
we take immediate action.”

Former ACC director general 
(legal) Moyeedul Islam cautioned that 
corruption within the commission 
“obstructs the commission’s anti-
corruption efforts and creates a 
negative perception among the 
public”.

He said a committee led by the 
ACC chairman verifies complaints 
and takes action, but noted that the 
internal anti-corruption committee 
“is currently dysfunctional”. He urged 
its reactivation to address internal 
graft effectively.
EX-BOSSES UNDER SCANNER
The ACC on December 1 confirmed 
it has opened an inquiry into former 
chairman Iqbal Mahmood, the first 
time in the commission’s history that 
a former chief is being investigated 
over corruption allegations.

ACC sources said Iqbal’s name 

surfaced during interrogation of 
his brother, Sadik Mahmud Bokul, 
who was arrested on September 11. 
Sadik is alleged to have maintained 
close business ties with Motazzerul 
Islam Mithu, a controversial health 
contractor long accused of large-
scale graft. 

Investigators claim that the two 
remained untouched for years due to 
Iqbal’s influence during his tenure, 
and that Iqbal is accused of accepting 
two luxury Gulshan flats from Mithu.

The inquiry will examine 
allegations of money laundering, 
abuse of power, and illegal wealth 
accumulation.

On December 3, the ACC also 
approved a corruption case against 
former ACC commissioner and ex-
BTRC chairman Md Jahurul Haque,  
another first for the institution.

According to the case statement, 
between October 2015 and January 
2018, BTRC reduced international 
incoming call rates from $0.030 to 
$0.015 without government approval, 
slashing the state’s revenue share 
from 51.75 percent to 40 percent 
while raising IGW operators’ share 
from 13.25 percent to 20 percent.

The move allegedly caused Tk 
383.73 crore in revenue-sharing 

losses, Tk 2,941.99 crore in reduced 
call-rate losses, and a foreign 
currency shortfall of Tk 5,685 crore.
RECOMMENDED REFORMS
In its report submitted to Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus 
on January 15, the ACC reform 
commission called for a high-powered 
task force with representatives from 
intelligence and investigative agencies 
to identify corrupt officials and pursue 
disciplinary and criminal action.

It recommended dissolving the 
ACC’s internal anti-corruption 
committee and replacing it with an 
independent disciplinary division 
staffed by ACC officers and personnel 
deputed from defence, intelligence, 
and law enforcement agencies. 

The unit would enforce the 
code of conduct, carry out covert 
investigations and counter-
intelligence operations, review 
asset declarations under the ACC 
(Employees) Service Rules, 2008, and 
impose punitive measures.

Since its establishment in 2004, 
replacing the Bureau of Anti-
Corruption, the ACC has struggled 
with persistent internal complaints. 
The Service Rules empowered the 
formation of a three-member internal 
anti-corruption committee.

Plots afoot to derail democratic process
FROM PAGE 1

“Every day, when we open newspapers, 
we see attempts to hide the truth. 
But hunger speaks the truth. Empty 
pockets speak the truth,” he said.

Warning of difficult days ahead, 
he said a “dangerous” campaign was 
underway to portray everyone except 
one group as bad.

“Sadly, after August 5, for some 
reason, it seems that this practice has 
not ended. This idea must change,” 
he added.

“We believe in multi-party 
democracy. In a multi-party system, 
people will express different opinions. 
They have the right to speak. But the 
belief that one person is good and 

everyone else is bad can never be 
acceptable.”

Tarique said several political 
parties were promising honest 
governance and justice with vague 
language the BNP does not use. 
“Where is their plan?”

“The BNP is the only party 
presenting detailed and practical 
plans covering education, agriculture, 
women’s welfare, farmers, healthcare 
and economic reforms,” he said.

“Step by step, we will fix the 
problems and take Bangladesh 
towards a normal, responsible and 
democratic future.”

If voted to power, he said, the BNP 
would dig canals to reduce flooding, 

ensure irrigation for farmers, launch 
major tree-plantation programmes 
to protect the environment, and 
train unskilled people for better 
employment. The party also plans to 
provide cards with special facilities 
to 50 lakh families in its first year in 
office and introduce a farmer’s card.

At the event, BNP Standing 
Committee member Salahuddin 
Ahmed alleged that the public had 
identified a political party trying to 
deceive people by exploiting religion.

“It has no policy, no ideals, and 
no plan, and is trying to deceive the 
public in the name of religion. Their 
real face has already been exposed,” 
he said, without naming any group.

Mother, daughter murdered
FROM PAGE 1

be the only person entering and leaving 
the flat before and after the incident, 
Mohammad Ibne Mizan, deputy 
commissioner of Tejgaon Division of 
Police, told The Daily Star.

The investigators are analysing the 
footage and investigating whether 
anyone else was involved, he said.

The footage shows Ayesha entering 
the flat around 7:51am wearing a burqa 
and leaving at about 9:36am dressed in 
a school uniform, with a bag slung over 
her shoulder.

Noorem Mahpara, a cousin of 
Nafisa, said the uniform belongs to 
Nafisa, a student of class-IX. The 
wardrobe’s lock was found broken, 
while Laila’s gold jewellery -- including 
bangles, earrings and a necklace -- are 
missing, according to Noorem.

Police and family members said 
Azizul left for work around 7:00am. 
As exams are ongoing at his school, he 
returned home earlier than usual and 
repeatedly knocked at the door but got 

no response.
He then opened the locked door 

with a spare key and found Nafisa’s 
body lying face down in a pool of blood 
by the door. Laila’s body was lying in a 
pool of blood in the kitchen.

Hearing Azizul’s screams, 
neighbours rushed in and informed the 
police. The residents of the two adjacent 
flats were outside during the murder.

Mohammad Aiyub, the building’s 
manager, said the woman, aged 
around 20, came to the building four 
days ago wearing a burqa and sought 
work as part-time house help.

“As the victims were looking for a 
house help, we sent her to their flat.”

After that, the house help started 
working for two hours daily.

“As the woman was leaving the 
building, I could not recognise her as 
she was in a school uniform. I stopped 
her, and she said she came to the 7B 
flat as a guest a couple of days ago and 
is now leaving.”

The woman hurriedly left the scene 

on a rickshaw, he said.
Police recovered two knives from 

the flat.
Signs of struggle were found inside 

the flat. Blood stains were seen at the 
entrance, inside the flat, and on the 
walls, and kitchen. The wardrobe and 
toilet and furniture were found in a 
disorderly condition, said police officials.

A murder case is being prepared for 
filing, said Mezbah Uddin, the officer-
in-charge of Mohammadpur Police 
Station.

Police are checking what valuables 
are missing, and if confirmed, this 
would be added to the case, he said.

Investigators said they were 
gathering CCTV footage of the past 
several days to get more information.

Nafisa’s maternal uncle, Babu, said 
that the killer, in all likelihood, washed 
herself in the bathroom afterwards.

“Two people were killed for a meagre 
amount of money. People are not even 
safe in their bedrooms any more. What 
kind of country are we living in?”

Polls schedule ‘tomorrow or the day after’
FROM PAGE 1

election, CEC Kazi Habibul Awal 
announced the polls schedule live 
on both state-run broadcasters. This 
time, the EC has decided to record the 
address.

Meanwhile, Home Adviser Lt Gen 
(retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury said 
that all necessary preparations for 
the upcoming national election have 
been completed, including training 
for law enforcement agencies, 
procurement of body-worn cameras, 
and ensuring electricity at every 
polling centre.

He said this while briefing 

journalists after the 17th meeting of 
the Advisory Council Committee on 
Law and Order at the home ministry 
conference room in the Secretariat.

The adviser also said the recovery 
process for looted weapons is ongoing.

Asked whether a level-playing field 
has been ensured for the election, he 
said, “We want to deliver a free and 
fair election.”

Jamaat-e-Islami yesterday said the 
EC has yet to ensure a level-playing 
field.

The party also expressed concerns 
over the worsening law and order 
situation as the country prepares for 

the polls and July Charter referendum 
in mid-February.

Jamaat expressed these concerns 
when a six-member delegation met 
Chief Election Commissioner AMM 
Nasir Uddin at the Election Bhaban in 
Dhaka’s Agargaon in the afternoon.

Speaking to reporters after the 
hour-and-a-half-long meeting, 
Jamaat Secretary General Mia Golam 
Porwar said, “We are witnessing 
serious disturbances during our 
campaigns. Party meetings are being 
attacked, and even women involved 
in voter outreach are being harassed, 
attacked, and injured.

We work with religion, we don’t use it
FROM PAGE 1

parliamentary election, he said. “In 
the interest of the country, even if, 
by the will of Allah, we win 200 seats, 
we will still form such a government, 
Inshallah.

“We will not exclude any party,” he 
told the reporters.

Dismissing the allegation of using 
religion in election campaigns, the 
Jamaat chief, “We work with religion; 
we do not use it for political gain.

“You know better who actually 
uses religion -- those who suddenly 
start praying more during elections, 
who put on caps, and carry prayer 
beads.”

Responding to a journalist’s query, 
Shafiqur said there was no scope for 
deferring the election.

“We believe the election must be 
held within the February deadline. 
Any deviation from it would severely 
harm the country, and we do not 
want the nation to suffer at the hands 
of anyone.”

Meanwhile, eight like-minded 
parties, including Jamaat, yesterday 
announced that they have accepted 
the government’s decision to hold the  
referendum on election day, despite 
earlier demands for the referendum 
to be held  before the polls.

The announcement came at a 

press briefing following a liaison 
committee  meeting at the central 
office of Khelafat Majlish in Purana 
Paltan,  Dhaka.

Khelafat Majlish Secretary General 
Ahmad Abdul Kader said, “We wanted  
the referendum to be held before 
the election. However, following 
the  government’s announcement, 
we have accepted this in the greater  
interest.”

On seat-sharing, Jamaat Assistant 
Secretary General Hamidur Rahman 
Azad  said that in each constituency, 
only one candidate nominated by the 
eight  like-minded parties will contest 
based on mutual understanding.

Mong Prue Sain: A monarch who fought
FROM PAGE 1

Chittagong to India took shelter at the 
Mong palace, even if only for one night. 
We freedom fighters initially stayed in 
the palace for days on end.”

Beyond providing food and shelter, 
Mong Prue Sain’s wife, Queen Nihar 
Devi, also set up a temporary hospital 
for the wounded refugees and freedom 
fighters.

Kraingo Khulti Marma, now over 
85, who was a domestic help at the 
palace during the war, said, “There 
were thousands of people in the palace 
then; some were refugees, some were 
freedom fighters. Some would eat and 
then leave for India; others would stay 
for several days. We had to cook four 
or five times for each meal. It was a 
massive undertaking.”

The royal family handed over 33 
rifles and ammunition from their own 
collection to the freedom fighters.

For five weeks, from late March 
to April, the palace functioned 
simultaneously as a shelter, hospital, 
and freedom fighter camp.
FORCED EXODUS
With the Pakistani threat growing 
continuously, staying at the royal 
palace became too dangerous for the 
king and his family. High-ranking 
officials of the Mukti Bahini and the 
Mujibnagar Government, therefore, 
urged the king to move to India via 
Ramgarh. To prevent the Pakistani 
army from attacking the king, freedom 
fighters established a defensive 
perimeter in Manikchhari.

On April 30, CHT Deputy 
Commissioner HT Imam sent an urgent 
letter and a jeep to King Mong Prue Sain, 
requesting his immediate departure to 
Ramgarh. Subsequently, the king and 
his family set off for Ramgarh.

On the same day, Mukti Bahini 
Commander-in-Chief Colonel MAG 
Osmani arrived in Ramgarh and 
ordered Bangalee soldiers to defend the 
area.

Soon after the king’s departure, 
Pakistani forces attacked the palace. 
The freedom fighters fought fiercely, 
yet they couldn’t hold their ground 
for long and eventually had to 
retreat. Meanwhile, Razakars (local 
collaborators) looted the Mong palace, 
destroyed priceless artefacts, and set up 
a camp inside.

While sheltering in the Ramgarh 
SDO bungalow, the king met key 
military figures, Major Mir Shawkat Ali 
and Captain Rafiqul Islam (later Sector 
1 Commander). At that time, King 
Mong instructed the local indigenous 
communities to enlist in the war effort.

Later, crossing into India on May 2, 
he toured refugee camps in Tripura, 
urging young men to also enlist. Many 
did, including Kongga Sain Marma of 
Guimara. Now 70, he recalled: “The 

king came to our camp and told us to 
fight. Forty to 50 of us joined battles 
across several fronts.”
RECOGNITION
The story of Mong Prue Sain’s 
participation in the war was 
prominently featured by international 
news outlets, most notably the BBC.

The king became a high-value target, 
with the Pakistani forces offering a 
substantial reward for his live capture. 
There were several attempts on his life, 
all of which failed due to vigilance by 
freedom fighters and Indian forces.

For security reasons, Mong Prue 
Sain later moved to Rupaichhari. 
Having been trained as a marksman, 

the king maintained his active role 
in the war effort by training freedom 
fighters at the Harina camp.

Eventually, he was taken to Agartala, 
where he met Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi. Throughout the war, he 
campaigned across India, raising funds 
and awareness for Bangladesh’s cause.

In October and November, Mong 
Prue Sain fought alongside Indian 
forces in several battles, notably 
at Akhaura in late November. In 
recognition, the Indian Army awarded 
him the honorary rank of “Colonel” 
that very month.
LEGACY
By the time the king returned home 
at year’s end, the palace was in 
ruins. His grandson, Kumar Suching 

Prue Chowdhury, recalled, “After 
independence, we found almost 
nothing left -- golden Buddhist 
statues, luxury cars, rare birds, musical 
instruments, antiques, all gone.”

Yet the king himself remained 
resolute. When family members 
lamented their losses, he replied: “Yes, 
we lost much, perhaps even my life 
could have been taken. But in return, 
we gained freedom. That is the greatest 
achievement of my life.”

Speaking about the contribution of 
the king, Sector 1 Commander Major 
(retd) Rafiqul Islam, Bir Uttam, who is 
now 82, said, “King Mong’s role cannot 
be overstated. He opened his palace, 

donated his cars, weapons, and wealth 
for the cause, and inspired hundreds of 
indigenous youths to fight. His legacy 
in the Liberation War will remain 
unforgettable.”
SOURCES
All accounts of King Mong Prue Sain’s 
contributions to the Liberation War 
have been drawn from historical texts 
and witness testimonies. 

Key documentary references include 
“Bangladesher Swadhinota Juddho 
- Sector Bhittik Itihash (Sector-1)” 
and Swadhinota Juddho: Dolil Potro 
(Volume 9). In addition, specialised 
works such as “Muktijuddhe Adibasi” 
by Ayub Hossain and Charu Haque, 
and “Adibasi Muktijoddha” by Tapan 
Kumar Dey, provided further context.

Nanuma Devi Memorial Hall

Mong Prue Sain Kraingo Khulti Marma Kongga Sain Marma

Mob beats man to 
death in Noakhali
Family claims he was  

targeted due to rivalry

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

A man was beaten to death by a group of people in 
Noakhali’s Begumganj upazila yesterday.

The victim, Fakhrul Islam Manju alias Boli, 
25, was a resident of Khalasibari area under 
Chowmuhani municipality.

Police said Boli had a criminal record, and 
people were angry with his criminal activities. He 
was killed due to “public outrage,” said the police.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Begumganj Model 
Police Station, MA Bari, confirmed that Boli died 
on spot,  and his body was sent to the morgue of 
Noakhali 250-Bed General Hospital for autopsy. He 
added that Boli’s associate Kiron was undergoing 
treatment at the hospital.

“Boli was accused in five to seven criminal 
cases. People in the area had long been enraged by 
his criminal activities,” said the OC.

Locals and police said a trader, Mizanur 
Rahman, was carrying over Tk 20 lakh cash from 
his home to Chowmuhani market around 7:30 am 
today. Boli and his associate Kiron intercepted and 
abducted Mizan on the way, took him to their den, 
and tortured him. Upon hearing Mizan’s screams, 
locals gathered, dragged Boli out and beat him to 
death.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 6
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DHAKA

Speakers at a roundtable, titled “Ending Digital Violence: Policy Priorities for Advancing Health and Justice for Women and Girls,” at the 
capital’s The Daily Star Centre yesteday. The event was organised by the CSO Forum for Strengthening a Sustainable SRHR Ecosystem in 
Bangladesh and The Daily Star as part of the “16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence.” PHOTO: STAR

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Online abuse has become a growing 
health concern for women in 
Bangladesh, with many victims of 
cyberbullying or online harassment 
reporting depression, anxiety and 
stress.

These emotional problems often 
disrupt daily life, relationships and 
physical well-being. Symptoms 
include persistent sadness, loss 
of interest in routine activities, 
sleep disturbances and low self-
confidence. 

In many cases, the emotional 
harm also appears as physical 
symptoms such as headaches, 
stomach aches and sleep problems, 
according to a keynote paper 
presented yesterday.

The keynote was delivered by 
icddr,b scientist Ahmed Ehsanur 
Rahman at a roundtable titled 
“Ending Digital Violence: Policy 
Priorities for Advancing Health and 
Justice for Women and Girls,” held 
at The Daily Star Centre. 

The event was organised by the 
CSO Forum for Strengthening a 
Sustainable SRHR Ecosystem in 
Bangladesh and The Daily Star as 
part of the “16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence”.

Ehsanur highlighted findings 

from the Bangladesh Bureau of 
Statistics’ Violence Against Women 
Survey 2024, which showed that 
eight percent of women who 
have access to technology have 
experienced technology-facilitated 
gender-based violence at least once. 

The highest prevalence was 
among young and urban women. 

Sixteen percent of women aged 20 
to 24 reported facing this form of 
violence. 

Exposure was also shaped by 
education and wealth. Almost one 
in five women with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher encountered 
online violence, compared to 
2.8 percent of women with no 

education. 
Nearly half of the perpetrators 

were strangers, indicating 
how digital platforms create 
vulnerability even within private 
spaces.

Supreme Court advocate 
Barrister Priya Ahsan Chowdhury 
presented “Women and Children in 

Online Space: Navigating Through 
the Justice System in Bangladesh,” 
where she discussed the threats 
women face online, actions that can 
be taken in cases of cyber violence, 
evidence preservation and relevant 
laws. 

Prof Ruchita Tabassum Navad, 

Online abuse taking toll 
on women’s mental health

Speakers tell roundtable

16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM

KEY ISSUES
Online violence pushing young 
women into depression

Cyberbullying emerges as 
major health threat

Digital harassment linked to 
rising emotional distress

Young women most vulnerable 
to online abuse

RECOMMENDATIONS
Strengthen digital safety edn in schools, 
communities

Create a single, easy-to-remember 
emergency helpline

Improve coordination among law-
enforcement, mental health services, NGOs

Simplify legal processes so victims can 
report without fear or stigma

SEE PAGE 9 COL 5
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HC rejects 
writ petition 
seeking stay 
on Feb polls
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
rejected a writ petition 
seeking a stay on the 
process for holding the 13th 
national election scheduled 
for February 2026.

The bench of Justice 
Sikder Mahmudur Razi 
and Justice Raziuddin 
Ahmed told petitioner Md 
Earul Islam that the entire 
nation is now focused on 
the election. Filing such a 
petition at this stage is not 
appropriate, and therefore 
a plea of this nature is not 
acceptable at this moment, 
the court said.

The bench rejected the 
petition on the grounds 
that it was not placed 
before it properly.

Advocate Md Earul Islam, 
secretary general of the 
political party Bangladesh 
Congress, who filed the 
petition, told The Daily 
Star that he had sought the 
order in what he described 
as the greater interest of the 
nation. SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

A schoolgirl browses through winter clothes and accessories at a shop before picking out an animal-motif cap 
and trying it on. With winter finally here, shops around the capital are selling a wide range of seasonal items. 
The photo was taken in Mohammadpur yesterday. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Several widely used antibiotics in the country have 
become even less effective than they were three years 
ago, putting life-saving treatments at risk, according 
to a Bangladesh Medical University (BMU) report.

Some antibiotics, including Ciprofloxacin and 
Azithromycin, now show resistance levels above 
80 percent against certain pathogens -- meaning 
these drugs are effective in less than 20 percent of 
such infections.

For example, Salmonella Typhi, a Gram-negative 
bacterium that causes bloodstream infections, 
showed an estimated resistance rate of 83.4 
percent to Azithromycin. This marks a sharp rise 
from 31 percent in 2022, according to the report 
prepared by BMU’s Department of Microbiology 
and Immunology and presented at the university 
yesterday.

The Antimicrobial Resistance Report 2024–25 
analysed 46,279 inpatient and outpatient samples 
from July 2024 to June 2025. 

It recommended strengthening surveillance, 
implementing targeted interventions, 
developing evidence-based policies, and 
increasing collaboration and investment to curb 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

The findings follow recent reports by the 
World Health Organization and the Institute of 
Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research 
(IEDCR), both of which warned of rising antibiotic 
resistance and growing public health risks.

According to WHO, AMR occurs when bacteria, 
viruses, fungi, and parasites no longer respond 
to antimicrobial medicines, making infections 
harder or impossible to treat and increasing the 
risk of severe illness, disability, and death.

Many major 
antibiotics now 
less effective
Says BMU report

Several widely used antibiotics have become less 
effective than in 2022
BMU analysed 46,279 samples; 24% contained 
germs

Health experts blame overuse, livestock antibiotics, 
poor hygiene, lack of new drugs

According to WHO, AMR occurs when bacteria, 
viruses, fungi, and parasites no longer respond 

to antimicrobial medicines, making infections 
harder or impossible to treat and increasing 

the risk of severe illness, disability and death.

SEE PAGE 9 COL 4

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday ordered 
senior journalist and Janata 
Party Bangladesh Secretary 
General Shaukat Mahmood 
to be sent to jail in a case filed 
under the Anti-Terrorism Act.

Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Jewel Rana passed 
the order and fixed Thursday for a hearing on the 
investigation officer’s 10-day remand plea.

Mahmood, a former president of Jatiya Press Club, 
was arrested from his home on Sunday by a team of the 
Detective Branch.

Enayet Karim Chowdhury, a US citizen of Bangladeshi 
origin, is also an accused in the case lodged with 
Ramna Police Station, said Shafiqul Islam, additional 
commissioner of the Detective Branch. 

Enayet was arrested from Dhaka’s Minto Road over 
his suspicious movement on September 13. The next 
day, Sub-inspector Azizul Hakim of Ramna Model Police 
Station filed a case against him for allegedly conspiring to 
overthrow the interim government. He was later placed on 
a total of 12 days’ remand in three phases.

Inspector Akther Morshed of the DB’s Ramna Zonal 

Shaukat Mahmood 
sent to jail

SEE PAGE 9 COL 7

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

International Crimes 
Tribunal-1 yesterday cleared 
BNP chairperson’s adviser and 
Supreme Court lawyer Fazlur 
Rahman of contempt charges 
over his recent remarks about 
the tribunal during a television 
talk show.

Fazlur appeared before the tribunal and offered an 
unconditional apology, which the court accepted.

At the start of the proceedings, Fazlur’s counsel, pro-
BNP lawyer Ruhul Quddus Kazal, requested that his 
client be allowed to sit as he was standing before the 
court. Tribunal Chairman Justice Md Golam Mortuza 
Mozumder granted the request.

Kazal told the tribunal that Fazlur expressed deep 
remorse for his comments. The tribunal then sought a 
response from the prosecution. Prosecutor Gazi Monawar 
Hossain Tamim said Fazlur had stated during the talk 
show that he did not accept the tribunal.

When asked to speak, Fazlur told the court he had not 
spoken in that manner. “It was a slip of the tongue. I am 78 
years old, and this is the first mistake I have made. I offer 
my unconditional apology,” he said. 

Cautioning him, the tribunal said, “You have liberty, 
but you must remain within limits.” 

It added that the ICT is not a court for any specific 
group or era and deals with crimes against humanity, 
which can occur at any time. The chairman also said, 
“There is a misperception that freedom fighters are being 
brought here for trial.”

Meanwhile, two defence witnesses -- former inspector 
(operation) of Shahbagh Police Station Md Arshad 

ICT exonerates 
Fazlur Rahman of 
contempt charges

SEE PAGE 9 COL 5
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22 senior police 
officers transferred
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Twenty-two police officers, including the Khulna 
Metropolitan Police (KMP) commissioner, were 
transferred to new postings yesterday.

The home ministry issued two separate circulars 
stating that the changes will take immediate effect.

According to the circulars, KMP Commissioner 
Zulfikar Ali Haider was transferred to the 
Industrial Police, while Additional Commissioner 
of Gazipur Metropolitan Police Jahidul Hasan, 
who has been promoted to the rank of deputy 
inspector general (DIG), was appointed as the new 
KMP commissioner.

The other transferred police officials include 
seven additional DIGs and 13 superintendents of 
police.

HC rejects writ
FROM PAGE 3

He said the court expressed 
annoyance over the 
submission of the petition.

Earul submitted the 
petition on December 3, 
stating that DCs and UNOs 
have been appointed as 
returning officers and 
assistant returning officers 
instead of district and 
upazila election officers. 
As a result, he argued, 
the Election Commission 
becomes dependent on 
the executive to hold 
the election, which he 
claimed is a violation of the 
constitution.

He argued that the EC 
appoints its secretary from 
the executive, creating 
an opportunity for the 
executive to dominate the 
commission. 

In the petition, he also 
sought a rule asking the 
authorities concerned to 

explain why the decision 
to appoint DCs and 
UNOs as returning and 
assistant returning officers 
-- replacing district and 
upazila election officers 
-- should not be declared 
illegal.  He prayed for a stay 
on the election process 
until disposal of the rule.

2 more die 
of dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least two dengue 
patients died while 455 
others were hospitalised 
in the 24 hours till 
8:00am yesterday.

According to the 
DGHS, the deaths are 
from Dhaka South City 
Corporation areas.

With the new deaths 
and cases, the total 
number of dengue-
related deaths this year 
rose to 398, while the 
total number of cases 
stood at 98,284.
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Jatindra Mohan’s historic 
residence left to decay

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

The residence of Deshpriya Jatindra 
Mohan Sengupta, a historic British-
era landmark in Chattogram’s 
Rahmatganj area, now lies in 
neglect.

A noted leader of the anti-
British movement, Sengupta was 
a five-term mayor of Calcutta 
Corporation during the British 
period and president of the All 
India Congress. He organised one 
of the subcontinent’s largest labour 
movements as part of the struggle 
for freedom from British rule.

Cultural activists and civil 
society members have long been 
urging the government to conserve 
the site. Senior officials of the 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs visited 
the building in 2021 and decided to 
prepare a plan for its preservation 
and transformation into a museum 
showcasing relics from the anti-
British movement in Chattogram, 
said sources.

Article 24 of the Constitution 
mandates protection of any 
monument or site of artistic 
or historical importance. A 
signboard announcing the planned 
museum and a plaque quoting 

the constitutional provision were 
installed at the house, along with 
Ansar deployment, said sources.

No further step followed. The 
house has since deteriorated and is 
now on the verge of ruin. A recent 
visit found bushes encroaching on 
the compound and the building 
visibly fragile. The signboard 
remains, but no security guard was 
seen.

Rashed Rauf, poet and journalist, 
urged immediate government 
action, saying the site is crucial for 
future generations to understand 
the country’s history. 

He said Sengupta’s family made 
major contributions to education 
and social welfare, though many of 
their properties now lie in disrepair.

Dr Mahfuzur Rahman, 

chairman of Liberation Struggle 
of Bangladesh and Liberation War 
Research Centre, said Chattogram’s 
central role in the anti-British 
movement makes the residence an 
important landmark that must be 
preserved.

In a joint statement on August 
29 last year, eminent citizens in 
Chattogram called for urgent 
government action. They noted 
that the house had hosted visits 
by Netaji Subhash Bose, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana 
Shaukat Ali and Mohammad Ali. 
The statement also alleged a land-
grabbing attempt on January 4, 2021.

A Directorate General of 
Archaeology team led by regional 
director Nahid Sultana visited the 
site on July 25 this year. 

She said they found justification 
for conservation and sent a proposal 
to the directorate. 

Contacted, Directorate General 
of Archaeology DG Sabina Alam 
said she was unaware of receiving 
such a proposal and would check. 

Archaeologist Dr Ataur Rahman 
said conservation work suffers 
because Chattogram lacks a regional 
office of the archaeology department, 
unlike every other division.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

The 10 crewmen, 
including a Bangladeshi 
mariner, who remained 
stuck in the drone-hit 
Chinese oil tanker MT 
Kairos for seven days while 
being anchored near 
the Bulgarian coast, were rescued by a Bulgarian 
Coast Guard team yesterday morning.

“A Bulgarian Coast Guard team on a helicopter 
arrived around 9:15am (local time) and rescued 
seven of us from the oil tanker first due to space 
constraint in the helicopter. They are preparing 
to rescue the remaining three others,” Mahfuzul 
Islam Plabon, the Bangladeshi 4th engineer of the 
ship, informed The Daily Star via WhatsApp.

Plabon said an earlier rescue attempt by the 
Bulgarian Coast Guard on Sunday failed due to 
heavy rain.

Ukrainian drones reportedly attacked the 
tanker in the Black Sea on November 28. The 
international media, however, earlier reported 
that the ship was part of Russian “shadow fleet”.

A Turkish Coast Guard boat on the same 
night rescued its 25 crewmen, including three 
Bangladeshis, and took them to Turkey.

The 10 crewmen faced immense sufferings after 
failing to get positive response from Bulgarian Coast 
Guard for their rescue despite repeated calls in last 
few days, amid freezing temperature, inclement 
weather, and depleting food stock on board.

The ship has been significantly damaged in the 
drone attack, said Md Shakawat Hossain, general 
secretary of Bangladesh Merchant Marine Officers 
Association in Chattogram, who was in regular 
contact with Plabon as well as international 
organisations for the mariners’ welfare and rescue.

The three other Bangladeshi crewmen rescued 
after the drone attack have already returned home, 
Hossain informed.

DRONE-HIT TANKER

Bangladeshi 
mariner, 9 crew 
finally rescued

Mahfuzul Islam
DU CORRESPONDENT

Undergraduate and postgraduate students from seven 
government colleges in Dhaka continued their sit-in for 
the second day in front of Shikkha Bhaban yesterday, 
demanding immediate formal proclamation of the Dhaka 
Central University Ordinance.

The demonstrators were still occupying the road 
around 5:00pm, said Shahbagh Police Station Sub-
Inspector Mainul Islam. 

“They have been staying here since Sunday. They 
resumed their sit-in again this [yesterday] morning,” he 
said, adding that vehicle movement towards Shikkha 
Bhaban has been suspended due to the protest.

The students said the government must issue the 
ordinance for the new university, or they will continue 
their sit-in.

On the other hand, students from several higher secondary 
colleges, including Dhaka College, staged demonstrations 
yesterday demanding the preservation of their institutions’ 
independent identity. They fear that the proposed Dhaka 
Central University will jeopardise their future.
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DHAKA CENTRAL UNIVERSITY

Students continue 
sit-in for ordinance

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

The two-day Wangala festival of the Garo community 
came to an end on Sunday, concluding with prayers 
and harvest offerings at the Fulchhara Garo Line field in 
Sreemangal upazila.

From yesterday morning, villagers in colourful traditional 
attire gathered at the venue as the rhythmic beat of drums, 
harmoniums, guitars and indigenous instruments filled the 
air. Performers sang Wangala songs in the Garo language, 
while families offered a portion of their fresh harvest to the 
creator, marking the season’s first grains.

Organised by the Srichuk Garo Nokma Association, the 
festival opened with prayers led by Garo representatives 
from various regions. The main harvest dedication 
ceremony was followed by a cultural programme featuring 
traditional dances and songs celebrating Garo heritage.

“Wangala reflects the history and heritage of the Garo 
people. We celebrate it to thank Missi Saljang, the god of 
crops, and to seek permission to eat the new harvest,” said 
Association President Chisim.

Garos celebrate 
Wangala

A driver transports rods on a battery-powered easy bike, leaving the sharp ends exposed despite regulations 
requiring them to be secured at both ends. Carrying rods protruding in this way on a busy road poses a serious 
risk to pedestrians and other vehicles. The photo was taken in front of Khulna New Market yesterday.

PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN
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US PEACE PLAN PROPOSAL

EU leaders back 
Ukraine’s Zelensky 
in London
REUTERS, London

The leaders of France, Germany and Britain yesterday 
staged a strong show of support for Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky in London at what they described 
as a “crucial time” for Kyiv, under US pressure to agree 
a proposed peace deal with Russia.

At a hastily arranged meeting, British Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer, French President Emmanuel 
Macron, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz and 
Zelensky said they wanted to come up with firm plans 
in case of a peace deal.

A British government source said the leaders would 
discuss using the value of frozen Russian assets. 
Earlier, leaders from Estonia, Finland, Ireland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland and Sweden urged the European 
Union to move quickly with a proposal to use the 
frozen assets to provide financing for Ukraine.

Starmer, Macron, Merz and Zelensky will also want 
to press on with efforts to get US security guarantees 
to help deter any further attacks from Russia. The 
publication of a US ceasefire plan last month has gone 
some way to focus the minds of European leaders.

MIGRATION POLICY

EU nations back 
‘return hubs’ plan
AFP, Brussels

EU countries yesterday backed a significant 
tightening of Europe’s immigration policy, 
including endorsing the concept of setting up 
“return hubs” outside the 27-nation bloc for failed 

asylum-seekers.
Interior ministers meeting 
in Brussels greenlighted a 

package of measures, as 
European governments 
are under pressure to take 
a tougher stance amid a 
souring of public opinion 
on migration that has 

fuelled far-right gains at the 
ballot box.
Put forward by the European 

Commission earlier this year, 
the changes, which need to be approved by the 
European Parliament before coming into force, 
would notably allow the opening of centres 
outside the European Union’s borders to which 
migrants whose asylum applications have been 
rejected would be sent -- the so-called “return 
hubs”. 

An aerial photograph shows people watching a paraglider as they celebrate a year since the ousting of longtime 
ruler Bashar al-Assad in the Syrian capital, Damascus, yesterday.

Mahouts riding Sumatran elephants help clear tree debris after flash floods in Meureudu, Pidie Jaya district, in 
Indonesia’s Aceh province yesterday. Officials in flood-hit areas reported shortages of food, shelter and medicine 
as the death toll rose to 950 following weeks of heavy rain.

PHOTO: AFP

PHOTO: AFP

Nepal anti-graft 
body charges 55 
ex-officials
AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal’s anti-graft commission has filed charges against 
five former ministers and other ex-government officials 
in a case alleging multi-million-dollar corruption in a 
major airport construction project.

The charges, submitted on Sunday, come three 
months after anti-corruption protesters overthrew the 
government and set parliament on fire.

Documents released by the Commission for the 
Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) said that 
“the public servants involved in the project, knowingly 
and maliciously, increased the cost estimate” of the 
China-backed Pokhara airport project.

The CIAA said the 55 individuals involved had 
inflated cost estimates by around $75 million, taking 
the approved cost of the project from $169 million to 
$244 million.

Those named include a former finance minister, 
four former heads of the ministry overseeing civil 
aviation, and 10 former civil service secretaries.

UN hits out at 
global ‘apathy’ 
over suffering
Unveils 2026 aid appeal

AFP, United Nations

The United Nations yesterday hit out at global 
“apathy” over widespread suffering as it launched 
its 2026 appeal for humanitarian assistance, 
which is limited in scope as aid operations 
confront major funding cuts.

“This is a time of brutality, impunity and 
indifference,” UN humanitarian chief Tom Fletcher 
told reporters, condemning “the ferocity and the 
intensity of the killing, the complete disregard for 
international law, horrific levels of sexual violence” 
he had seen on the ground in 2025. 

“This is a time when the rules are in retreat, 
...our survival antennae have been numbed by 
distraction and corroded by apathy,” he said.

He said it was also a time “when politicians 
boast of cutting aid,” as he unveiled a plan to raise 
at least $23 billion to help 87 million people. 

THAILAND-CAMBODIA CLASHES

Thousands flee border area
AGENCIES

Thailand said it launched airstrikes 
into Cambodia yesterday as fighting 
broke out in multiple areas along 
their disputed border, after both 
countries accused the other of 
breaching a ceasefire brokered by US 
President Donald Trump.

More than 3,85,000 civilians 
across four border districts were 
being evacuated, with more than 
35,000 already housed in temporary 
shelters, the Thai military said.

Across the border in Cambodia, 
opposition politician Meach 
Sovannara said civilians were also 
moving away from the fighting along 
the frontier.

At least one Thai soldier had been 
killed and eight were wounded in 
the fresh clashes that intensified 
around 5:00 am local time, a Thai 
army spokesperson said, adding 

that air support was called in to hit 
Cambodian military targets.

Thailand’s Air Force said 
that Cambodia mobilised heavy 
weaponry, repositioned combat 
units and prepared support 
elements that could escalate military 
operations, reports Reuters.

Thailand’s army has set a target 
of crippling Cambodia’s military 
capability with the aim of neutralising 
its threat for a long time to come, the 
army’s chief of staff said yesterday.

Cambodia’s defence ministry said 
in a statement that the Thai military 

had launched dawn attacks on its 
forces at two locations, following 
days of provocative actions, and 
added that Cambodian troops had 
not responded.

Cambodia’s influential former 
longtime leader Hun Sen, father of 
current premier Hun Manet, said 
Thailand’s military was “aggressors” 
seeking to provoke a retaliatory 
response and urged Cambodian 
forces to exercise restraint.

“The red line for responding has 
already been set,” Hun Sen said on 
Facebook, without elaborating. “I 
urge commanders at all levels to 
educate all officers and soldiers 
accordingly.”

Three Cambodian civilians 
have been seriously injured in the 
fighting so far, according to a senior 
provincial official. Cambodia’s 
defence ministry said its forces had 
not retaliated.

One Thai soldier 
killed, 8 others hurt

Cambodia reports no 
retaliation, 3 civilians 

hurt
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Don’t show leniency 
to wilful defaulters
Central bank must carefully assess 
and execute loan rescheduling policy

In the lexicon of banking, the phrase “uncontrollable factors” is 
the preferred euphemism for central banks to explain why the 
wealthiest conglomerates cannot seem to pay their debts. That 
excuse is now being tested on a massive scale in Bangladesh. 
The central bank has reportedly received applications to 
reschedule some Tk 200,000 crore in loans from 300 
companies, including controversial behemoths like S Alam 
and Beximco groups. Their request is audacious: repayment 
periods stretching up to 15 years, grace periods of three years, 
and down payments as low as 1-2 percent.

The challenge in considering any such requests relates 
directly to proper categorisation. Bangladesh Bank will 
naturally be expected to draw a sharp distinction between 
genuine defaulters—enterprises truly battered by market 
headwinds or global supply shocks—and wilful defaulters 
who habitually game the system. Applying a blanket 
policy of leniency would risk conflating the unlucky with 
the unprincipled. The regulator therefore must not show 
generosity to wilful defaulters and must avoid creating a moral 
hazard.

It is worth noting that delinquent loans have hit a record 
Tk 644,000 crore, nearly 36 percent of all disbursed loans—a 
ratio not seen since 2000. Yet the official response has been 
seemingly lenient, as the central bank argues that “policy 
support” is required to maintain stability. This logic holds 
only if the support goes to those who genuinely need it to 
survive, rather than those who simply prefer not to pay. Data 
reveal that banks remain trapped in a barrage of litigation that 
disproportionately benefits stubborn defaulters. As of June, 
more than Tk 400,000 crore was tied up in over 222,000 
cases in money-loan courts. In the second quarter of this year, 
banks managed to recover a paltry Tk 2,910 crore through the 
courts, even as they filed new lawsuits worth nearly Tk 97,000 
crore. Evidently, this judicial backlog is a serious setback to the 
banking system.

Unfortunately, the interplay of these two phenomena—
rescheduling pressure and judicial gridlock—creates a perfect 
ecosystem for wilful defaulters. Why repay a loan today when 
one can tie a bank up in litigation for a decade, or better yet, 
lobby the central bank for a 15-year reprieve? It is, therefore, 
imperative that the central bank does not allow wilful 
defaulters to exploit September’s “special loan rescheduling 
policy,” a measure ostensibly designed to ensure equal 
opportunity, not immunity.

But if the central bank allows habitual, wilful defaulters to 
retain their “unclassified” status for a token down payment, 
it will effectively ignore the sector’s deteriorating health. 
It will create a zombie banking system where insolvent 
borrowers are propped up by liquidity that should be flowing 
to productive, honest enterprises. So, going forward, any 
rescheduling must be conditional on rigorous, independent 
audits that separate genuine business failure from calculated 
wrongdoing. Generosity should be reserved strictly for the 
former. Simultaneously, the government must unclog the 
legal channels by establishing special financial tribunals if 
necessary.

Psychological abuse 
demands legal action
Coercive control impacts a majority 
of Bangladeshi women

The latest Violence Against Women (VAW) Survey 2024 
lays bare a truth too often dismissed: coercive control—an 
insidious form of psychological violence—shadows the lives of 
a vast majority of Bangladeshi women. Of the 27,476 women 
surveyed nationwide, 68 percent of those who experienced 
intimate partner violence (IPV) reported controlling behaviour. 
The figure climbs to 71.1 percent among divorced, separated, or 
widowed women. This form of abuse is rarely harmless, as it 
is frequently the first step towards physical assault, economic 
deprivation, sexual coercion, or even femicide.

Such control by husbands and other male figures in the 
household transcends class, income, and geography—from 
villages to Dhaka’s middle-class neighbourhoods. Nearly 40 
percent of women still need permission to seek healthcare; 
29 percent endure in-law-related mistreatment; one in four 
is insulted through attacks on her parents; and 15 percent 
is barred from simple recreation. Other coercive control 
includes monitoring phones and social media, blocking 
access to education or work, demanding constant updates 
on whereabouts, or enforcing clothing rules. These are not 
“domestic matters” but systematic erosions of freedom. 
Prevalence is even higher in disaster-prone regions (73.2 
percent) and among urban areas outside city corporations 
(70.4 percent). Younger women face the greatest risk, with 
nearly 60 percent of girls aged 15-19 currently experiencing 
such control. The urgency of the problem is reflected in the 
19,584 calls to the national helpline in the first eight months, 
most linked to psychological abuse.

Experts trace this violence to the normalisation of 
patriarchal dominance, often masked as care, honour, or 
concern. Many women do not even recognise such behaviour 
as violence until years later, when it escalates into something 
unbearable. Although the Domestic Violence (Prevention 
and Protection) Act, 2010, identifies controlling behaviour 
as psychological abuse, enforcement remains negligible. 
Lawyers, social workers, and even courts often lack awareness 
of its provisions, leading to misfiled cases and no meaningful 
redress. Meanwhile, the state’s support systems remain 
painfully inadequate, with victim support centres permitting 
only five-day stays that leave survivors without shelter, income, 
or long-term security.

Confronting this silent epidemic demands urgent, systemic 
reform. Psychological abuse must be explicitly recognised 
within the law, supported by clear evidentiary standards. A 
coordinated national response is essential—encompassing 
mandatory training for law enforcers, state-funded long-term 
shelters, and accessible complaint mechanisms at ward and 
upazila levels. Equally vital is early education on gender equality 
to dismantle the belief that women exist to be controlled. 
Recognising coercive control as violence and acting decisively to 
prevent it must become a national priority.

Every year, thousands of young people 
step into adult life without the faintest 
idea of how the tax system works. A 
few specialised university courses 
may touch on taxation, but for most 
citizens, the learning comes much 
later and often the hard way. A new 
employee receives their first payslip 
and is shocked to discover deductions 
they never expected. A small business 
owner finds out about penalties 
only after breaking a rule they never 
knew existed. A freelancer realises 
too late that income declarations 
are mandatory. Tax payment is 
compulsory for every eligible citizen, 
yet tax education is not. This gap is 
a major weakness in our education 
system.

Regardless of what a student 
studies—arts, science, humanities, or 
technical subjects—they are all future 
earners. Just as employment becomes 
a certainty, so does tax liability above a 
certain income bracket. Therefore, tax 
literacy should be viewed as a core part 
of civic education. It must be taught at 
school, just as we teach mathematics, 

ICT, and science. The logic is simple: 
society runs on the contributions of 
its citizens. Our schools, hospitals, 
roads, public safety services, and 
digital platforms all operate because 
of tax revenue. If young people do 
not understand how taxes work, 
they may view government processes 
with suspicion, feel disconnected, or 
see taxes as a burden rather than a 
responsibility.

However, once they understand 
that tax is the price we pay for 
development, public services, and 
collective progress, their perception 
changes. They begin to see themselves 
as contributors to national growth, not 
passive beneficiaries. Better financial 
knowledge leads to better personal 
decisions and greater civic awareness. 
Yet many secondary school graduates 
cannot explain what taxable income 
is, how a tax return is filed, or why 
invoices and receipts matter. Terms 
like VAT, withholding tax, and tax 
credits are unfamiliar to them.

This lack of understanding 
exposes young people to real risks: 

costly mistakes, misinformation, 
exploitation, and a general mistrust 
of public institutions. Whether they 
enter jobs, freelancing, or small 
businesses, ignorance of basic tax 
rules puts them at a disadvantage. A 
student who knows how income tax 
is calculated, how deductions work, or 
how to submit a simple return is better 
equipped to make smart financial 

decisions. For young entrepreneurs 
and self-employed workers, tax literacy 
is even more important. Many small 
businesses fail to comply with rules 
simply because they do not know them. 
A few hours of tax lessons at school 
could save them years of confusion 
and hardship.

Including tax education does not 
require a dramatic overhaul. Just as 
ICT gradually built a new generation of 

digitally skilled youth, tax education 
can help build a generation of 
responsible, revenue-aware citizens. 
Some argue that students already have 
too much to study. But consider this: 
many students spend years learning 
advanced geometry or trigonometry—
knowledge they may never use again 
if they pursue careers in literature, 
languages, or social sciences. Yet they 
invest the time and effort because the 
curriculum demands it. Therefore, if 
students can learn abstract equations 
and complex chemical formulas, they 
can certainly learn how to read a 
payslip or calculate taxable income. 

Countries that want to increase 
tax compliance or move towards a 
modern, citizen-friendly revenue 
system will need such a tax-literate 
population. The student who learns 
about taxes at age 15 will—by age 25—
view taxes not as an inconvenience 
but as a civic duty. No country can 
strengthen its revenue system if 
its people do not understand how 
taxation works. And no citizen can 
make sound financial decisions 
without basic tax knowledge. If 
tax payment is mandatory, then 
understanding tax must also be 
mandatory. If we want responsible, 
informed and active citizens, we must 
introduce tax education at school. The 
foundations of national development 
are built in the classroom, and it is in 
the classroom that tomorrow’s tax-
aware, accountable citizens will be 
shaped.  

Tax education should be part of 
the school curriculum
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Our schools, hospitals, 
roads, public safety 
services, and digital 

platforms all operate 
because of tax revenue. 
If young people do not 
understand how taxes 

work, they may view 
government processes 

with suspicion, feel 
disconnected, or see 

taxes as a burden rather 
than a responsibility.

Every year, the International Anti-
Corruption Day is observed on 
December 9, shortly followed by 
the International Human Rights 
Day. Rarely, however, do we realise 
that corruption and human rights 
violations are organically linked 
with each other, creating a vicious 
cycle of injustice as experienced by 
Bangladesh during the kleptocratic 
rule of 2009-2024. Corruption has 
been causing destructive effects on 
the state and society for a long time 
now, but it reached its peak during the 
Awami League regime that was ousted 
on August 5, 2024. In addition to 
economic, social and political costs, it 
also led to frequent violations of rights 
throughout this period.

In fact, the transformation of 
an elected government into an 
authoritarian regime was primarily 
an outcome of its design for the 
unaccountable abuse of power. 
Corruption was facilitated, promoted, 
protected, and granted impunity by 
deeply politicised and dysfunctional 
state institutions such as law 
enforcement and security agencies, the 
Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC), 
the judiciary, and the bureaucracy.

State power was captured through 
kleptocratic design, and in order to 
enable and sustain opportunities for 
abuse of power, various repressive 
measures were adopted and 
systems were created, leading to 
multidimensional, multilevel, and 
often ruthless violation of rights and 
deprivation of people’s access to justice. 
As corruption—especially grand 
corruption—enjoyed impunity, the 
state soon turned into a kleptocracy, 
where high-level power was abused to 
allow a network of corrupt kingpins to 
capture policies, steal funds, plunder 
public resources, and launder money.

There have been myriad examples 
showing mutually reinforcing 
interlinkages between corruption, 
human rights violations, and injustice, 
with state institutions—particularly 
law enforcement agencies and the 
judiciary—often taking on the role of 
protectors and promoters of abuses 
rather than protectors of victims’ 
rights. The July Uprising witnessed the 
peak of multidimensional violations 
of human rights, including the right 
to life, individual liberty, safety and 
security, as well as civil and political 
rights such as freedom of speech and 
assembly, media freedom, and the 
right to information. The UN Human 
Rights Office estimated the number 

of protest-related deaths during the 
movement at 1,400, among whom 
12 to 13 percent were children, while 
the number of injured was 13,529, 
including 736 with serious eye injuries.

The years since 2009 have 
witnessed tyrannical abuses of 
power through the monopolisation 
of political and governance space 
and state institutions. Apart from 
the ruthless violation of civil and 
political rights, the criminalisation 
of dissent, media suppression, and 
even the denial of the right to life 

and personal liberty were used as 
tools to maintain control. Repressive 
laws were enacted and constitutional 
amendments were imposed for the 
same purpose. The abolition of the 
constitutional provision for the 
caretaker government system became 
the justification for depriving people 
of their right to vote and political 
parties of their right to meaningfully 
participate in three successive 
elections in 2014, 2018, and 2024.

Fifteen years of kleptocracy 
witnessed at least 4,356 instances 
of gross human rights violations, 
including 2,715 extrajudicial killings, 
1,132 deaths in custody, and 689 
enforced disappearances. Law 
enforcement, security, intelligence, 
and surveillance agencies became key 
pillars of the kleptocracy, acting as 
both perpetrators and enablers.

The network of secret detention 

and torture facilities operated by 
the Directorate General of Forces 
Intelligence (DGFI) and the Rapid 
Action Battalion (Rab) revealed brutal 
violations, including illegal detention, 
torture, extrajudicial killing, and 
enforced disappearance. The number 
of Aynaghors then operating across the 
country is estimated at between 700 
and 800. There were hardly any crimes 
that the law enforcement agencies, like 
Rab were not involved in, ranging from 
contract killings, as in Narayanganj in 
2014, to the elimination of political 
rivals to extortion, all abusing power 
and political linkages. 

The UN report documents how 
agencies like Rab, BGB, DGFI, Detective 
Branch (DB), National Security 
Intelligence (NSI), and National 
Telecommunication Monitoring 
Centre (NTMC) were involved in 
extrajudicial killings and other 
violations of rights and freedoms. In 
addition to specialised detention and 

torture centres like Aynaghors and the 
Taskforce for Intelligence (TFI), offices 
of law enforcement and security 
agencies were also used for illegal 
detention, as demonstrated during 
the July Uprising, when seven leading 
protest coordinators were abducted 
by DB simply for exercising their right 
to dissent. False narratives were also 
weaponised to criminalise free speech 
and suppress dissent.

Free media and free expression 
were indiscriminately criminalised, 
as seen in the brutal murder of 
journalists Sagar and Runi, allegedly 
targeted because of their investigative 
reporting on corruption in the energy 
sector. In another case of protection 
and impunity for grand corruption 
and money laundering, a politically 
biased judiciary issued a directive 
to halt investigations against a top 
kleptocratic kingpin. It is also no 

secret that the DGFI enabled the 
forced takeover of a group of banks by 
companies that later plundered and 
laundered billions.

Extreme intolerance and 
suppression of dissent were evident 
throughout this authoritarian period, 
exemplified by numerous fabricated 
cases brought under draconian laws 
such as the Digital Security Act (DSA), 
2018, the ICT Act, 2006, and the 
Special Powers Act, 1974. The Foreign 
Donations (Voluntary Activities) 
Regulation Act, 2016, was also used 
to restrict civic space, particularly 
to harass rights-based NGOs and 
create an atmosphere of fear and 
intimidation. The Quick Enhancement 
of Electricity and Energy Supply 
(Special Provisions) Act, 2010, granted 
indemnity for systematic violations in 
procurement and contracting in the 
energy sector, effectively forfeiting 
citizens’ right to legal remedy.

The triad of corruption, human 
rights violations, and injustice is an 
outcome of a political and governance 
ecosystem that has evolved since 
independence and reached its 
most entrenched form during the 
kleptocratic era. Escaping this triangle 
is easier to aspire to than to achieve, 
however. Transforming the governance 
ecosystem towards de-kleptification 
is a monumental challenge that 
demands a whole-of-state and whole-
of-society approach.

Much will depend on whether 
the aspirations of the July National 
Charter for accountable governance 
are genuinely realised, particularly 
in key state institutions, including 
the judiciary and other rule-of-law 
institutions. Success will also depend 
on the fate of other important reform 
proposals left out of the July charter 
consensus process, and on whether 
neglected sectors like education, 
diversity, private sector, environment, 
and climate change are included in the 
transformation agenda. A key question 
remains about the implementation of 
the recommendations of the UN fact-
finding report, especially regarding 
law enforcement, security, intelligence, 
and surveillance agencies.

Will the so-called “reform leaders” 
and power holders have the capacity 
to overcome resistance to change? 
Much will also depend on whether 
political parties can reform themselves 
as democratic institutions and develop 
the ability to manage their appetite for 
power transparently and accountably, 
without relying on money, muscle, 
or religion. The future will further 
depend on whether the bureaucracy, 
positioned at the core of the 
governance system, can develop the 
will and capacity to support—rather 
than resist—change. 

So, can the forces that emerged as 
victors after the fall of the kleptocratic 
regime overcome the “it’s our turn 
now” syndrome that has been clearly 
visible since August 5, 2024?

Can we break the triad of corruption, 
rights abuse, and injustice?
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The years since 2009 witnessed tyrannical abuses of power through the 
monopolisation of political and governance spaces, which ultimately led to 
the eruption of the July 2024 uprising. FILE PHOTO: REUTERS
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Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
frequently claimed that Bangladesh was 
a “market economy.” But is it? A market 
economy is, by definition, a capitalist 
economy guided by prices, competition, 
and supply-and-demand dynamics. Yet, 
Bangladesh has never operated as a genuine 
market economy or functional capitalist 
system. Nor is it a hybrid of the two. It belongs 
to a different category: corrupting capitalism. 
Understanding this distinction is essential 
because labelling the system incorrectly 
blinds policymakers and citizens to the true 
sources of stagnation and inequality.

Ideally, roughly 60 percent of national 
income should flow to labour through wages, 
benefits, and social contributions, while about 
40 percent should flow to capital for profits, 
depreciation, reinvestment, and innovation. 
This equilibrium can sustain worker 
purchasing power and provide businesses 
with the resources needed to modernise 
and remain competitive. When this 60/40 
balance holds, even a capitalist can be deemed 
as efficient and even compassionate. When it 
collapses, both labour welfare and long-term 
growth will deteriorate.

In market capitalism, productive resources 
are privately owned, and decisions about 
production, pricing, and allocation are guided 
primarily by supply and demand. Capital and 
labour flow naturally toward high-return 
activities because incentives reward efficiency, 
innovation, and risk-taking. The invisible 
hand functions only when institutions ensure 
transparency, enforce contracts, and punish 
illicit behaviour. None of these factors operate 
reliably in Bangladesh.

Although private enterprises operate on 
the surface, the core levers of opportunity 
are controlled not by competition but by 
political access, administrative discretion, 
and entrenched rent-seeking. Licensing, 
procurement, customs clearance, taxation, 
port operations, land registration, and credit 
allocation—every essential interface between 
citizens and the economy is mediated by 
bureaucratic power and political patronage. 
Prices may be set in the marketplace, but 
entry, survival, and profitability depend on 
informal payments, political networks, and 
navigating layers of extraction.

Within such a system, the 60/40 
architecture collapses instantly. Labour 
never receives anything close to its rightful 
60 percent; wages are suppressed because 
corruption in every step of production inflates 
nonproductive costs. Capital fails to retain the 
40 percent needed for reinvestment because 
profits are siphoned off through bribes, 
political tolls, extortion, overpriced contracts, 
syndicate fees, and hidden commissions. The 
result is neither capitalism nor socialism but 
a predatory fusion—corrupting capitalism—
where corruption is not leakage but a 
dominant production input.

In Bangladesh, corruption is systemic 
and foundational. It structures incentives, 
allocates resources, determines winners, 
and sustains political arrangements. Market 
forces become secondary; informal power 
becomes primary. Efficiency does not 
determine outcomes; connections do. Taxes 
do not reliably fund public goods; inside deals 
fund political loyalty. Growth may occur, but 
it remains fragile and uneven because it is 

built on extraction rather than productivity.
No sector exposes Bangladesh’s corrupting 

capitalism more starkly than the denim 
industry. Producing a single denim item 
requires nearly 3,000 litres of groundwater. 
In a functional capitalist system, such 
extraction would require environmental 
permits, monitoring, and compliance. In 
Bangladesh, many factories drill illegal deep 
wells and extract groundwater at zero cost 

because every clearance—environmental, 
hydrological, laboratory, or operational—can 
be bought through bribery.

Water used in denim processing 
becomes a chemical mixture containing 
heavy metals, synthetic dyes, caustic soda, 
chlorine bleaching agents, microplastics, 
and carcinogenic compounds. By law, this 
wastewater must be treated in Effluent 
Treatment Plants (ETPs). In practice, 
operating an ETP is expensive, while bribing 
inspectors is cheap. As a result, many ETPs 
operate only during staged audits; otherwise, 
they remain idle or are bypassed through 

hidden pipelines.
The consequences are devastating. 

Untreated effluent—thick, blue, acidic, 
and toxic—is discharged directly into the 
Buriganga, Turag, Dhaleshwari, Bangshi, and 
Shitalakshya rivers. Once-vibrant ecosystems 
have turned into chemically scorched 
wastelands. Oxygen levels collapse; fish 
populations disappear; riverbeds accumulate 
toxic sludge.

The damage spreads far beyond the water. 
Farmers irrigate fields with polluted river 
water, contaminating soil and crops. Fish, 
livestock, and vegetables absorb heavy metals 
and persistent toxins. Communities face 
rising rates of kidney disease, neurological 
disorders, skin ailments, reproductive harm, 
respiratory illness, digestive complications, 
and cancers linked to industrial pollutants. 
This silent public health emergency is the 
hidden cost behind the country’s export 
earnings in the denim industry, paid by 
the poor who have no voice in regulatory 
enforcement.

This is not a market failure; it is 
environmental plunder masquerading as 
industry. The world enjoys inexpensive denim 
because Bangladesh pays with poisoned 
rivers, depleted aquifers, degraded soil, and 
damaged human lives. Denim becomes a 
metaphor for corrupting capitalism: the 
country’s natural and human resources are 
the silent subsidies that sustain production. 
The recent discovery that marine fish stocks 
in the Bay of Bengal have collapsed by 
nearly 80 percent in just seven years further 
illustrates how corrupting capitalism devours 
natural resources when regulation becomes 
negotiable.

The denim case reveals the deeper moral 
collapse of Bangladesh’s economic system. 
In compassionate capitalism, the 60/40 
structure supports social trust, innovation, 
and reinvestment. In Bangladesh, corruption 
pulverises all these pillars.

Labour’s share collapses because wages 
are suppressed by informal payments 
embedded throughout production. Capital’s 
share collapses because profits are diverted 
into political rents rather than reinvestment. 
Environmental protection collapses because 
enforcement is negotiable. Innovation 
collapses because extraction rewards 
compliance with power, not creativity or 
efficiency. Institutional trust collapses 
because every rule, permit, and inspection can 
be bought. This produces a self-reinforcing 
cycle: corruption breeds inefficiency, which 
then demands more corruption to remain 
profitable, locking the economy in a low-trust 
equilibrium. 

Finally, the future collapses because the 
nation somehow—in broad daylight and in 
the dark of night—cannibalises nearly all 
its productive resources: its rivers, ocean, 
groundwater, and even its people. Bangladesh 
is therefore neither a market economy nor 
a compassionate capitalist system, and not 
even a hybrid of the two. It is an economy 
in which natural and human resources are 
trapped in a downward spiral created by the 
system, yet struggling to sustain and seeking 
rescue.

How Bangladesh’s economy is 
cannibalising its own future
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They say human beings are the 
finest creation, gifted with intellect, 
conscience, and that elusive thing 
called morality. It is a comforting 
thought, repeated in sermons, 
textbooks, and political speeches. 
But the comfort evaporates the 
moment one looks at what this 
supposedly superior species does 
to the voiceless lives that share the 
world with them. A civilisation is 
most truthfully measured not by 
its GDP nor by its highways and 
flyovers, but by how it treats its 
weakest dependents. If that is the 
scale, we may soon need to stop 
calling ourselves superior and start 
applying for probationary status in 
the moral universe.

The story began with several cats 
in Dhanmondi whose eyes were 
gouged out, a scene so disturbing 
that even strangers online felt their 
hearts clench. Before the outrage 
could settle, another cat’s throat 
was slit open for allegedly eating 
fish in Bogura. The cruelty required 
no motive beyond the perpetrator’s 
ability to act without consequences. 
A fishing cat, an endangered species, 
was brutally killed by a fishing spear 
by a man in Chuadanga. There 
have been incidents of burning 
living, breathing cats inside cages, 
migratory birds trapped and shot, 
and countless unnamed animals 
disappearing without a record.

What makes these events 
unbearable is not only their brutality 
but also the uncanny normalisation 
that follows. The perpetrators roam 
freely, sometimes even justifying 
their actions with impeccable 
shamelessness. A society that 
once took pride in its warmth 
and generosity now produces 
spectacles that would disturb even 
the sternest stoic. One wonders 
whether compassion is becoming 
an endangered species, trailing 
closely behind the animals we keep 
erasing from the map.

None of these incidents, however, 
prepared the nation for the story of 
two mothers, one of human children 

and another of eight newborn 
puppies. The dog carried out her 
maternal duties, nursing and 
guarding her puppies in a corner 
of the upazila nirbahi officer’s 
residence in Ishwardi. However, the 
actions of Nishi Rahman, who is the 
parent of two kids, made her title 
of “mother” tremble under its own 
weight. She killed the eight puppies 
by stuffing them into a sack and 
throwing them into the water.

Nishi reportedly claimed she 
was protecting her own children. 
The logic, if taken seriously, would 
imply that violence is justified as 
long as the victim does not belong 
to one’s own species. Yet even basic 
knowledge of animal behaviour 
suggests that dogs raised in the 
same neighbourhood become 
protectors rather than threats. 
Fear is not the real explanation 
here. Indifference is. The kind of 
indifference that grows slowly in 
societies where moral education is 
weak, legal enforcement is weaker, 
and empathy is treated like an 
optional trait instead of a necessity.

Ironically, the country that 
excuses such cruelty also produces 
the most tender stories of 
compassion. Locals rushed to save 
the drowning puppies. Ordinary 
citizens demanded accountability. 
Fisheries and Livestock Adviser 
Farida Akhter intervened 
after seeing the heartbreaking 
images. The tragedy revealed 
that Bangladesh is not devoid of 
humane people. What it lacks is 
a system consistent enough to 
protect humane impulses from 
being overshadowed by brutality.

The incident demands 
punishment under Section 429 
of the Penal Code. It allows for 
imprisonment if the animal is 
worth fifty taka or more. The 
irony is again too convenient. The 
law measures an animal’s value 
in money, not moral weight. Yet 
it is the only tool available. Nishi 
deserves punishment because 
society must draw lines somewhere 

or risk dissolving into the kind of 
moral chaos described by Thomas 
Hobbes, where life becomes “nasty, 
brutish, and short.”

But cruelty to animals is not only 
a legal problem. It is a reflection 
of something more troubling. 
When a nation’s children grow 
up without learning the basics 
of compassion, when textbooks 
ignore the emotional development 
of students, and when families 
and religious institutions fail to 
cultivate empathy, cruelty becomes 
easier, casual, and invisible. That 
is why teaching compassion for 
animals at the primary level is not 
sentimental overreach but a moral 
necessity. Children learn values 
long before they learn definitions. 
Stories, pictures, and simple lessons 
about kindness shape their sense 
of what it means to be human. 
If children learn early that every 
creature has value, society changes, 
households change, and moral 
decline slows down.

No one needed a philosopher to 
tell us this, though philosophers 
certainly tried. Immanuel Kant 
argued that cruelty to animals 
deadens the human capacity for 
moral feeling. Leo Tolstoy insisted 
that the first step towards kindness 
is abstaining from violence towards 
creatures weaker than us. George 
Orwell warned that the veneer 
of civility is only as strong as the 
weakest life it protects. 

Across literature and history, 
animals have often shown more 
loyalty than humans who claim to 
be superior. The stories of Fido in 
Italy and Hachiko in Japan stand 
as monuments to devotion. Fido 
waited fourteen years for a master 
who never returned. Hachiko kept 
returning to Shibuya Station long 
after his master had died. Their 
loyalty became a lesson for nations. 
Statues were erected. Stories were 
preserved. Children were taught to 
honour companionship.

Meanwhile, in Bangladesh, stray 
dogs are chased, beaten, poisoned, 
and treated as disposable obstacles. 
The contrast is embarrassing. It 
suggests that the failure is not in 
the animals but in us. Many are 
born human, but not all remain 
humane as they grow.

Perhaps the real question is 
not whether animals deserve our 
compassion. The real question 
is whether we deserve the title of 
superiority when we fail the simplest 

What the killing of eight puppies 
reveals about us
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test of moral maturity. A society that 

treats animals with cruelty eventually 

turns that cruelty inwards. Violence 

never stays confined to one species. 

History is full of examples.

If human beings wish to retain 

their cherished title, they must earn 

it. Not with words or slogans, but with 

the simple act of choosing kindness 

where cruelty is easy, of protecting 

the vulnerable where indifference is 

convenient, of seeing value in every 

life, even the lives that do not speak 

our language. Only then can we claim 

to be more than just another species 

with superior tools. Only then can we 

begin to resemble the humans we so 

proudly insist we already are.
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Raihan Rafi’s much-awaited web-film 
Omimangshito is finally set for release on 
iScreen. 

Recently OTT platform iScreen announced 
that the web-film will be available to viewers on 
December 15.

In this mystery-driven thriller centred on the 
murder of a journalist couple, Imtiaz Barshon 
and Tanzika Amin play the lead roles. The trailer 
also features several well-known actors, including 
Shahidul Alam Sachchu and Manoj Pramanik.

Raihan Rafi’s 
‘Omimangshito’ 
finally set for release

Netflix has unveiled the release 
date for Peaky Blinders: The 
Immortal Man, the long-

awaited feature film that 
revives the Birmingham 
crime saga four years after 
the series finale. 

Written by creator 
Steven Knight and 

directed by Tom Harper, 
the film brings the Shelby 

family back into a world 
overshadowed by war and old 

enemies.
Peaky Blinders: The Immortal Man will 

release in select cinemas on 6 March 2026, 
followed by a global Netflix premiere on 20 March 
2026.

‘Peaky Blinders: The 
Immortal Man’ release 
date announced

ANIKA TAHSIN HAFSA

Paintings often open doors to worlds we forget 
how to enter. As adults, our imaginations 
become layered with pretence and caution, 
but children create from a place unfiltered 
and intensely real. Their drawings are the 
reflections of what they see, fear, love, and hope 
for. Nowhere was this truth clearer than at The 
Catcher in the Rye, a two-day exhibition held 
on December 5–6 at Bangladesh Shilpakala 
Academy, showcasing the artworks of children 
born and raised in the country’s red-light 
areas. It was organised by Project Pothchola, an 
initiative of the Give Bangladesh Foundation. 

The title draws from J D Salinger’s novel, 
where Holden Caulfield imagines himself as a 
guardian protecting children from losing their 
innocence. Similarly, this exhibition becomes 
a space where the children’s art preserves that 
innocence and asserts their right to dream.

The opening ceremony began at 3:30pm 
with chief guest cartoonist Ahsan Habib. 
“Children don’t pretend. They draw what they 
truly feel. Their paintings are honest, almost 
like looking directly into their eyes,” he shared. 
The ceremony began with a heartfelt group 
performance of Amra Korbo Joy sung by 
the children themselves—an earnest, hopeful 
chorus that set the tone for what followed. 

The artworks, created by children from the 
Astha shelter home and the Daulatdia brothel 
area, were arranged in segments that guided 
visitors through their worlds. The exhibition 
included paintings, installations, photographs, 
videos, and handmade crafts.

One section displayed photographs of 
Daulatdia, alongside black-and-white blurred 

portraits of the children—an artistic way that 
preserved their dignity while making the 
starkness of their surroundings unmistakable. 
Narrow alleys, dim rooms, and minimal study 
materials told stories of constraint, but never 
of defeat. 

The paintings ranged from whimsical to 
haunting. Some children filled their canvases 
with bright blues and balloon-filled skies, like 
Up, Up and Away, which showed a blue sky 
with colourful hot-air balloons decorated with 
buttons. Others created abstract pieces using 
imagined colours. Notably, many children 
chose darker tones—brown, dark red, dark 
blue—despite having access to all colours. Dark 
shades appeared even in skies and trees where 

brighter tones are expected.
Psychologically, children who face difficult 

circumstances often use colour to express 
emotions they cannot verbalise. Dark colours 
don’t only signal sadness; they can represent 
boundaries, containment, and a sense of 
control in otherwise chaotic lives. Their 
choices reflect how they interpret and process 
their world.

The installation works included birds made 
with stones, fingerprint gardens, butterflies, 
fish in the deep sea, and more. A standout 3D 
dream house model featured a home, a school, 
a colorful garden, a playground, a small pond, 
a rooftop canvas, and two cats—capturing 
a complete world imagined by the children. 
Nearby stood the Tree of Letters, its branches 
filled with handwritten notes from the 
children—some sharing simple wishes, others 
big dreams.

The exhibition ran from 3pm to 10pm 
on both days at Gallery 5 of the National Art 
Gallery, inviting visitors to see how these 
children imagine home. Ashik Chowdhury, 
Executive Chairman of BIDA and BEZA, visited 
with his family and told The Daily Star, “It’s 
very different from other exhibitions. It’s very 
touching to see that someone’s trying to save 
the kids and their dreams.”

The video screening featured children 
sharing dreams of becoming teachers, doctors, 
and army officers. They imagined travelling 
the world through Doraemon’s “Anywhere 
Door”, building nice homes, and living without 
fear. Ahmed Fahmi, Executive Director of Give 
Bangladesh Foundation, shared, “Children 

born in the red-light community remain 
absent from the very systems designed to 
protect them. This exhibition is a reminder 
that recognition is the first step toward reform. 
These artworks offer evidence of the potential 
that Bangladesh cannot afford to overlook.” 

The Catcher in the Rye was not just an 
exhibition; it was an invitation to witness 
childhood in its most honest form. Through 
colours, textures, and tiny handmade dreams, 
these children showed not only who they are, 
but who they hope to become. Their art asked 
visitors to pause, to feel, and to remember that 
behind every stroke lies a child trying to hold 
on to imagination, even while walking through 
the shadows of reality.

It was a reminder that innocence, once 
recognised, deserves not protection alone but 
opportunity, dignity, and a world willing to let 
it grow.

DREAMS ON CANVAS:
the silent worlds of neglected children

PHOTOS: THABIT AL BASHAR 
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The pen that pierced
FROM PAGE 12

biting clarity, inspiring admiration 
for her cleverness and making her 
critique unforgettable. Her sharp 
humour invites the audience to 
respect her vision and see the system’s 
flaws with new eyes. She employs 
satire to pierce the contradictions 
embedded in purdah.

One of the most striking 
examples is her critique of the 
treatment of male doctors. She 
exposes the absurdity of a system 
in which women, secluded from 
all unrelated men, are nonetheless 
forced in times of grave illness 
to be examined by these very 
men. Rokeya highlights this not 
as devotion but as theatrical 
contradiction designed to uphold 
a shallow form of purity while 
sacrificing actual well-being. Her 
strategic use of humour is a mark 
of superior intellect.

By framing her arguments through 
satire, she undermines the authority 
of the male guardians (the murubbis) 

who enforced these rules, portraying 
them not as wise protectors but as 
foolish architects of an unworkable 
social system. She engages their 
arguments directly. When they use 
metaphors to justify purdah, such as 
comparing a woman to a precious 
object that must be hidden, Rokeya 
responds with impeccable reason. She 
questions why a human being, created 
with intellect and soul, should be 
equated with an inanimate object.

This was a high-stakes rhetorical 
move. By challenging orthodoxy on 
its own terms, she robbed it of its 
primary defence. She demonstrated 
that the system was not only cruel 
and absurd but also, by its own stated 
logic, fundamentally flawed. This 
architectural use of logic gave her 
work formidable credibility.

The ultimate triumph of Oborodh 
Bashini is not just as text but as event. 
In giving voice to the oborodh bashini, 
she ceased to be one. She implemented 
the solution she advocated, stepping 
out of the metaphorical and literary 

zenana to claim her place as a public 
intellectual and leader.

As we commemorate Begum 
Rokeya Day, and as the 16 Days of 
Activism near their end, Oborodh 
Bashini stands not as a relic but as 
a living blueprint for resistance. The 
stories she told are specific to a time, 
but the structures of silencing they 
represent remain familiar. The veil 
she sought to step out of was not 
only cloth but silence, ignorance 
and intellectual submission.

Her words, the testimony that 
validates, the satire that humiliates 
and the logic that dismantles, 
continue to echo, reminding us that 
our voices, our stories and our reason 
remain potent tools against modern 
forms of confinement that persist in 
our society.

To honour Begum Rokeya is to pick 
up the pen she wielded, to continue 
lifting every veil that dims the light of 
human potential.

(The writer is an IR graduate and a 
contributor at The Daily Star.)

Elite-dominated parliament source
FROM PAGE 12

He said the people elected to power 
carry out legislation and practise 
accountability largely within the 
framework of their interests.

The electoral reforms commission 
has failed to address how the electoral 
process can be democratised and 
how people who are not wealthy can 
compete and get into parliament.

Bangladesh never had a functioning 
parliament with a strong opposition 
holding the ruling party accountable 
by debating issues that needed to be 
discussed, said Sobhan, chairman of 
Centre for Policy Dialogue.

“You were never in a position 
in the democratic period to have a 
proper discussion on the budget. The 

opposition invariably boycotted the 
budget session, so the whole process of 
keeping the government accountable 
for their economic policies, their 
development practices, their 
corruption and all these issues were 
never really discussed in parliament.”

As a result, the nation is saddled 
with misgovernance, Sobhan added.

Democracy is essential though 
not sufficient, said KAS Murshid, a 
former DG of BIDS.

Bangladesh’s experience shows a 
persistent failure to ensure credible 
elections, he said.

“Without resolving this democratic 
deficit, development will repeatedly 
suffer, as elites resist genuine 
democracy while citizens continue 

to demand it, creating a cycle of 
instability and setbacks,” he added.

Bangladesh’s democratic decline 
is also rooted in voters not doing 
due diligence, repeatedly choosing 
parties over qualified candidates, said 
Bangladesh Bank Governor Ahsan H 
Mansur.

“This empowers winner-takes-
all politics, weakens accountability 
and turns leaders into irreplaceable 
figures. Intellectuals remain silent, 
institutions lose moral courage and 
civil servants obey any order.”

Without citizens’ careful voting, 
principled resistance and institutions 
refusing unconstitutional directives, 
true democracy cannot emerge, he 
added.

Nat’l Democratic Front launched
FROM PAGE 12

the chief guest. Ruhul Amin 
Howlader, secretary general of 
Anisul-led JP faction, delivered the 
opening statement.

The announcement of NDF came 
just a day after National Citizen Party, 
Amar Bangladesh Party (AB Party) 
and Bangladesh  Rastro Songskar 
Andolan forged another alliance 
ahead of the national polls.

In mid-July, leaders of four JP 

factions appeared on the same stage 
at a memorial event marking the 
sixth death anniversary of party 
founder HM Ershad and called for 
unifying the Jatiya Party.

On August 9, the JP split again 
following a council session.

Founded in 1986 by president HM 
Ershad, the JP has a long history of 
factionalism, having already split at 
least six times.

Besides JP factions led by Manju 

and Anisul, the four other factions 
are GM Quader-led Jatiya Party 
(JaPa), Andaleeve Rahman Partho-
led Bangladesh Jatiya Party (BJP), MA 
Mukit-led Bangladesh Jatiya Party, 
and Mostafa Jamal Haider-led Jatiya 
Party (Kazi Zafar).

Meanwhile, two factions, one led 
by GM Quader, younger brother of 
HM Ershad, and the other by Anisul, 
each claimed ownership of the party’s 
electoral symbol, the plough.

city

Khaleda still unfit to travel: medical board
FROM PAGE 1

said it has asked to cancel its 
previously approved landing 
schedule at Dhaka’s Hazrat Shahjalal 
International Airport.

A senior official of the Civil 
Aviation Authority of Bangladesh 
(CAAB) confirmed that the company 
submitted a formal withdrawal 
request through a local coordinating 
agency yesterday.

Contacted by The Daily Star, the 
official, seeking anonymity, said, 
“We’ll forward the cancellation 
request to the foreign ministry for 
further necessary steps.”

CAAB had earlier cleared the aircraft 
to land at 8:00am today and depart an 
hour later, according to the operator’s 
initial request submitted on Sunday.

This is the fifth postponement of 
the BNP chief’s planned departure.

The former prime minister’s health 
condition has remained unchanged, 
with her medical board keeping her 
under close observation at Evercare 

Hospital in the capital.
Her medical board yesterday 

held a routine review meeting and 
found that her health has been 
improving very slowly, though no 
fresh deterioration was noticed as of 
yesterday noon.

BNP’s media cell, quoting 
Khaleda’s personal physician Dr AZM 
Zahid Hossain around 8:00pm, said 
her condition remains the same.

A member of the medical board Dr 
Zubaida Rahman, wife of BNP acting 
chairman Tarique Rahman and 
Khaleda’s daughter-in-law, was at 
the hospital from 3:30pm for around 
eight hours and held several meetings 
with both local and foreign doctors. 
She also met Khaleda. 

Doctors have not given permission 
for the former prime minister to 
travel as her current condition is not 
well enough for long-haul flights, the 
medical board said.

On December 6, Zahid, also 
a member of BNP’s Standing 

Committee, said preparations for her 
travel had been made at the highest 
level, but her condition must be 
suitable for the journey.

On the advice of her medical 
board, Khaleda was admitted to the 
hospital on November 23 after being 
diagnosed with infections affecting 
her heart and lungs.

She is also suffering from pneumonia 
and is currently receiving treatment in 
the hospital’s Coronary Care Unit.

Khaleda, 80, has long been battling 
multiple health complications, 
including liver cirrhosis. She has 
a permanent pacemaker and 
has previously undergone stent 
placement for her heart.

Meanwhile, special prayer 
programmes were held for the BNP 
chief in different parts of the country.

Party leaders and activists 
continued to gather outside the 
hospital yesterday, despite repeated 
instructions from the party not to 
crowd the premises.

Mob beats man
FROM PAGE 2

Mizan’s father, Abdul Motaleb, said 
that Mizan was intercepted on his 
way to the market by Boli and Kiron, 
as they tried to snatch his money.

However, Boli’s family members 
claimed that he was killed following a 
previous rivalry.

Police said the deceased’s family 
members claimed Boli was going 
to his elder sister’s house in the 
morning. On his way, he was attacked 
by a teen gang with whom he had an 
enmity, according to his family.

No case was filed till filing this 
report around 9:00pm.

This correspondent could not 
contact the victim’s family members. 

Power sector officials resistant
FROM PAGE 12

Hasan Mehedi, member secretary of 
the Bangladesh Working Group on 
Ecology and Development, read out 
the Dhaka Declaration.

The declaration demanded that 
the national target on renewable 
energy installation is reset to 30 
percent by 2030 and 40 percent 
by 2041 -- which the government 
recently decreased.

The Bangladesh Energy Conference 
demanded the cancellation of the 
existing master plan on Matarbari-
Moheshkhali Development initiatives 
and the formation of a fresh one that 
would protect the environment of 
those areas.

The conference also demanded 
at least 40 percent of national 
expenditure in the power sector on 
renewable energy, scaling back on 
LNG imports and forfeiting plans to 
install any further LNG terminals.

The declaration demanded the 
cancellation of any new fossil fuel-
based power plant’s approval up to 
2035, cut import duty on all sorts 
of renewable products and initiate 
small-scale solar home systems 
projects.

The declaration thanked the 

interim government for the new 
renewable energy policy, merchant 
power policy, tender for 5,238MW 
of renewable energy and initiation of 
3,000MW rooftop solar systems.

Bangladesh Energy Regulatory 
Commission Chairman Jalal Ahmed 
differed on the demand of not 
approving a new LNG terminal, 
saying if the government decides to 
install a terminal, it will take at least 
two years to procure and another two 
years to install.

“We are already using the full 
capacity of the existing two terminals. 
The demand would increase in future 
if we want to keep our industrial 
production stable and we would need 
more gas,” he said.

In a separate session, the 
organisers have presented a 
Citizens’ Manifesto where the 
representatives from different 
political parties also pledged to 
ensure energy transition.

Energy transition is no longer a 
theoretical concept; it has become a 
fundamental political and existential 
question for the nation, said 
Moazzam Hossain Alal, adviser to the 
BNP chairperson.

“There is no alternative to national 

consensus on reducing the abuse of 
natural resources,” he said.

It is now imperative to implement 
strong reforms and establish a special 
tribunal to hold the perpetrators 
accountable in the power sector, said 
Hasnat Qayyum, president of Rastro 
Songskar Andolon.

Representatives of the National 
Citizen Party, Ganasanghati Andolon, 
the Communist Party of Bangladesh 
and the Bangladesh Socialist Party 
also joined the discussion.
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Anwara 
Begum 
no more
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Anwara Begum, 61, 
mother of Manabzamin’s 
diplomatic correspondent 
Mizanur Rahman, breathed 
her last at a city hospital 
on Wednesday night after 
suffering a stroke.

She leaves behind three 
sons, three daughters, 
grandchildren and a host 
of relatives to mourn her 
death.

Her namaz-e-janaza will 
be held in Mahalal union of 
Rajnagar in Moulvibazar, 
and she will be buried at 
the family graveyard on 
December 9.

D i p l o m a t i c 
C o r r e s p o n d e n t s ’ 
Association, Bangladesh 
President AKM Moinuddin 
and General Secretary 
Md Arifuzzaman Mamun 
condoled her death.

Online abuse taking toll on women’s mental
FROM PAGE 3

emeritus scientist at 
icddr,b’s Maternal and 
Child Health Division, 
said although relatively 
few women and girls 
in Bangladesh use the 
internet, online violence 
against them is already 
high and likely to rise. 

“Many victims do not 
seek help because of 
fear, stigma and difficult 
legal processes. Since 
most women never report 
violence, prevention 
and awareness are more 
important than services 
alone,” she said, adding 
that families, schools and 
communities must play 
a role in teaching safe 
online behaviour.

Prof Saria Tasnim of 
OGSB’s Gynaecology and 

Obstetrics said prevention 
begins with awareness 
and healthy relationships 
between parents and 
children. 

She said the 
government, NGOs and 
professional bodies must 
work together for effective 
prevention and response.

Nadia Afroz, assistant 
professor at the National 
Institute of Mental Health, 
described how negative 
comments online can 
trigger severe depression 
and anxiety in children. 

She called for 
immediate support, 
parental guidance on safe 
social media use, age-
appropriate education 
and timely professional 
help to prevent long-term 
trauma.

Kamal Ahmed, 
consulting editor of The 
Daily Star, stressed the 
need for a single, easy-
to-remember emergency 
number, stronger 
enforcement of laws, better 
service coordination and 
pressure on global tech 
companies to address 
online harassment. 

“The Daily Star 
continues to take a 
strong stand against 
gender-based violence 
and discrimination and 
promotes awareness 
through reporting and 
campaigns,” he said.

Rahat Ara Nur, 
programme director 
of Ipas Bangladesh, 
emphasised the need to 
strengthen the country’s 
sexual and reproductive 

health and rights 
ecosystem. 

She also said the CSO 
Forum’s 23 member 
organisations, including 
NGOs, academic 
institutions, legal 
groups and feminist 
organisations, play a key 
role in national advocacy.

The session was 
moderated by Tanjim 
Ferdous, in charge 
of NGOs and Foreign 
Missions at The Daily 
Star, with representatives 
from government bodies 
and NGOs sharing 
experiences, initiatives 
and recommendations 
for creating safer digital 
spaces for women and 
girls.

ICT exonerates
FROM PAGE 3

Hossain and July uprising 
protester Md Solaiman 
-- testified before ICT-1 
in the case involving the 
killing of six protesters at 
Chankharpul during the 
July uprising.

The prosecution cross-
examined both witnesses, 
saying their statements 
were false, which they 
denied. The tribunal will 
record testimony from 
another defence witness 
for Arshad today.

In a separate 
development, ICT-2 
recorded testimony from 
a CID forensic lab sub-
inspector who analysed 
an audio conversation 
between JSD president 
and former minister 

Hasanul Haq Inu and 
former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina. 

SI Shahed Zobayer 
Laurence told the court 
the audio was authentic. 
Inu is the lone accused in 
a crimes against humanity 
case linked to the July 
uprising.

ICT-2 also began 
recording the first 
prosecution witness in 
the case against Awami 
League Joint General 
Secretary and three local 
AL leaders over the killing 
of six people in Kushtia 
during the July uprising. 

The deposition was 
taken in camera, with only 
the respective defence 
lawyer and prosecutor 
present.

Shaukat Mahmood
FROM PAGE 3

Team, the investigation 
officer of the case, 
produced Mahmood 
before the court yesterday 
with separate pleas for 
placing him on remand 
and keeping him in jail.

According to the 
forwarding report 
submitted to the court, 
“Shaukat Mahmood and 
other unnamed accused, 
in collusion with Enayet 
Karim Chowdhury, 
created panic among the 
public on various dates 
and times to endanger the 
integrity, solidarity, public 
safety or sovereignty of 
Bangladesh.”

The report stated 
that the accused were 
“involved in an effort to 
overthrow the current 

government by engaging 
in conspiracy, providing 
assistance, and inciting 
property damage to the 
Republic through mass 
protests. This includes 
holding secret meetings 
and consultations with 
leaders of various political 
parties, high-ranking 
officials and influential 
circles to achieve the 
government’s removal”.

Inspector Akther 
Morshed said, “Sufficient 
evidence has been found 
about his involvement in 
the incident of this case.”

The report concluded 
that “in the interest of fair 
investigation and justice 
in the case, it is necessary 
to keep the arrested 
accused detained in the 
jail”.
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Jabian Club 
launched for 
JU alumni
STAR REPORT

Jabian Club Limited, 
dedicated to graduates of 
Jahangirnagar University, 
was officially launched 
following its inaugural 
executive committee 
meeting on December 5.

Founded through the 
concerted efforts of former 
JU students, the club is the 
first organisation of its kind 
in the university’s history. It 
was formally incorporated 
with the Registrar of Joint 
Stock Companies (RJSC) 
on November 6 after 
completing all necessary 
regulatory checks.

The inaugural 
executive committee 
meeting was held at the 
club’s Dhaka office and 
chaired by Mohammad 
Tahiat Hossain, a retired 
additional secretary to 
the government and an 
alumnus of JU’s 9th batch.

Dr Fahmida Khatun 
from the 10th batch has 
been appointed the club’s 
president, while Group 
Captain Abu Hena Md 
Ameerul Ahsan (retd) 
from the 10th batch has 
been appointed secretary 
general.

Many major
FROM PAGE 3

Health experts identified 
over-prescription, failure 
to complete antibiotic 
courses, excessive use of 
antibiotics in livestock and 
fisheries, poor infection 
control in hospitals, 
inadequate hygiene and 
sanitation, and the absence 
of new antibiotics as key 
drivers of AMR.

Presenting the BMU 
findings, Associate 
Professor Shaheda Anwar 
said 11,108 samples -- 24 
percent of the tested 46.279 
samples -- contained 
germs.

The report shows steep 
increases in multidrug 
resistance among several 
Gram-negative bacteria.

Klebsiella, which 
causes bloodstream 
infections, saw resistance 
to Ceftriaxone, 
Ciprofloxacin, and 
Gentamicin rise from 
below 50 percent in 
2022 to over 80 percent 
this year. Acinetobacter 
showed a similar trend, 
with resistance to the 
same drugs rising from 
below 35 percent to over 
60 percent.

In contrast, resistance 
to Amoxicillin, 
Ciprofloxacin and 
Ceftriaxone among E coli, 
which causes urinary tract 
infections, fell slightly 
compared to 2022. The 
resistance levels currently 
remain between 55 and 74 
percent, the report shows.

Speaking at the 
programme, BMU Vice 
Chancellor Prof Md 
Shahinul Alam said the 
university must play a 
leading role in addressing 
this public health 
challenge. He instructed 
faculty deans to prepare 
an antibiotic use guideline 
within three months.

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Bangladesh Railway land worth around 
Tk 1,000 crore has been illegally 
grabbed across 11 stations along the 
Sylhet-Akhaura route in Moulvibazar. 

The stations are Sreemangal, 
Kulaura, Shamshernagar, 
Bhanugachh, Bhatera, Baramchal, 
Tilagaon, Sathgaon, Sayestaganj, Manu 
and Rashidpur.

Numerous illegal establishments 
and agricultural farms have sprung 
up on the occupied land. Although 
the Railway Estate Department carries 
out occasional eviction drives, it has 
failed to take decisive action, allowing 
influential locals to reoccupy the land 
soon afterwards.

Of the stations, four are currently 
operational -- Sreemangal, 
Bhanugachh, Shamshernagar and 
Kulaura. At these locations, the railway 
has leased out some land, while a large 
portion remains illegally occupied for 
shops, houses and agricultural farms.

The other stations have remained 
closed for years, and their surrounding 
land has long been encroached upon.

According to BR, those who take 
railway land on lease must renew 
their contracts regularly, and any 
occupation becomes illegal once a 
lease expires since no permanent leases 
are issued. 

Construction of permanent 
structures is prohibited, and 
agricultural land cannot be used for 
building. However, lax enforcement has 

allowed illegal occupants to bypass the 
rules for decades, alleged locals.

Land prices near the stations, 
particularly in Shamshernagar, have 
surged, with some properties valued at 
several crores. As more sites fall under 
illegal occupation, the financial stakes 
continue to rise.

“Grabbers have long been occupying 
these railway properties in absence of 
strict vigilance, and renting out the 
land for different purposes, depriving 
Railway authorities of revenue,” 
said Ruhel Ahmed, a resident of 
Sreemangal. 

“Illegal occupation of railway land 
at Shamshernagar station has pushed 
prices of nearby properties to Tk 30-
50 lakh per 100 decimals. Railway 

authorities rarely take action,” said 
Rajib Ahmed of Shamshernagar Bazar.

Several occupiers who built concrete 
structures on railway land said 
anonymously that they constructed 
the buildings with an understanding 
with Railway authorities, claiming to 
have long-term lease agreements.

“The total value of all illegally 
occupied railway properties in 
Moulvibazar is around Tk 1,000 crore,” 
said Ruman Ahmed, station master of 
Kulaura Railway Station.

Kazi Wali-ul Haque, deputy director 
of BR’s Asset Department, said action 
would be taken against the grabbers. 

“We will direct the officers 
concerned to recover the occupied 
lands and take necessary steps against 
the offenders,” he said.

SYLHET-AKHAURA ROUTE

Encroachment eats 
up railway land
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T SPORTS 

India vs South Africa
1st T20I 
Live from 7:30 pm  
SONY SPORTS 1,2, AND 5

Champions League 
Kairat vs Olympiacos 

Live from 9:30 pm 
Bayern vs Sporting Lisbon 
Live from 11:45 pm 
Live from 2:00 am (Wednesday):
Atalanta vs Chelsea 
Inter vs Liverpool 
Barcelona vs Frankfurt 

Rangpur on 
verge of NCL 
double
SPORTS REPORTER

Rangpur moved closer to a domestic double with 
a commanding seven-wicket win over Khulna 
on the third and penultimate day of their final-
round National Cricket League (NCL) fixture in 
Bogura yesterday.

Chasing a modest target, Iqbal Hosen’s 
unbeaten 114, supported by Naeem Islam (45) 
and skipper Akbar Ali (32 not out), guided 
Rangpur to 231 for three. Earlier, Mukidul Islam 
Mugdho (5-22) and Shoriful Islam (3-47) helped 
bowl Khulna out for 96.

The victory propelled Rangpur to the top of 
the eight-team standings with 31 points from 
seven matches. With defending champions 
Sylhet (26 points) drawing against Barishal and 
Mymensingh (24) needing an improbable 201 
runs with one wicket in hand against Rajshahi, 
Rangpur are all but certain to claim the four-day 
title for the first time since 2022–23.

In Rajshahi, Barishal finished on 212 for 
four against Sylhet, extending their lead to 237. 
Iftakhar Hossain Ifti remained unbeaten on 93, 
while veteran Shamsur Rahman Shuvo scored 
17 in his final first-class innings. Sylhet earlier 
made 287 thanks to Zakir Hasan’s 130, but Ruyel 
Miah’s 5-84 kept them under pressure.

Meanwhile, Mymensingh fought back in 
Sylhet with Abu Hider Rony unbeaten on 97, 
ending the day at 227 for nine while chasing 428 
against Rajshahi. Sunzamul Islam (4 wickets) 
and Nihad Uz Zaman (3) starred for Rajshahi, 
who had earlier posted 345 in their second 
innings with Shakir Hossain Shuvo (94) and 
Rahim Ahmed (57).

Elsewhere, Dhaka finished the season on a 
high, crushing Chattogram by an innings and 
192 runs in Mirpur. Chattogram were dismissed 
for 158 and 191 despite Hasan Murad’s 52-ball 52.

Nasrin hold 
Karachi to draw
SPORTS REPORTER

Nasrin Sports Academy earned their first point 
in the SAFF Women’s Club Championship after 
playing out a goalless draw against Karachi City 
FC in their second match in Kathmandu yesterday.

Still reeling from a 4-0 defeat to APF Women’s FC 
in their opening fixture, the Bangladesh women’s 
football league champions -- largely comprising 
players from the U-17 and U-20 national squads 
-- put in a spirited effort but struggled to trouble 
Karachi City’s backline. 

With one point from two games, Nasrin remain 
at the bottom of the five-team table, two points 
behind joint leaders APF and East Bengal FC, both 
of whom have played one match fewer.

Nasrin SA will face East Bengal FC on December 
14 in their third match. 

Real Madrid suffered a shock 2-0 defeat to Celta 
Vigo in LaLiga on Sunday, finishing with nine 
men after Williot Swedberg scored a cheeky 
back-heel opener and added another in stoppage 
time, leaving the hosts four points behind leaders 
Barcelona. Defenders Álvaro Carreras and Fran 
García were both sent off after receiving second 
yellow cards in the second half. The result gave 
Celta their first win at the Santiago Bernabeu in 
19 years, while Real remain on 36 points from 16 
games.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Inter await chaos-ridden 
Liverpool
STAR SPORTS DESK

Liverpool’s season of chaos, on and off the 
pitch, takes them to the intimidating San 
Siro on Tuesday night, where Inter Milan 
await in the Champions League. The Reds 
sit 13th in the league-phase table with nine 
points from their opening five games, while 
the Nerazzurri, beaten for the first time on 
matchday five, are fourth.

Liverpool’s turbulent campaign 
worsened at the weekend as they 
squandered a two-goal lead in 
a 3-3 Premier League draw at 
Leeds United. Ao Tanaka’s 
96th-minute strike left Arne 
Slot’s side with just one win in 
six across all competitions, a 
run that includes a surprise 4-1 
home defeat to PSV in Europe.

Adding to the unrest, Mohamed 
Salah -- benched for a third straight match 
-- cast doubt over his future with scathing 
post-game comments about the club and 
his manager. The Egyptian, who signed 
a new two-year contract in April, has 
managed only five goals this season. With 
Brighton visiting Anfield on Saturday, 
these two fixtures may see the end of his 
future on Merseyside.

Inter, meanwhile, have conceded only 
three goals in the competition this term, 
two of which came in a 2-1 loss to Atlético 
Madrid last time out. They sit among four 

teams three points behind leaders Arsenal. 
Serie A title contenders Inter are unbeaten 
in 18 Champions League home games 
(W15 D3), the longest active run in the 
competition. Cristian Chivu’s men have 
responded to their Madrid defeat with 
three consecutive wins, scoring 11 times, 
including a 4-0 rout of Como on Saturday.

Lautaro Martinez, who scored three 
times in his last two appearances, 

has found the net in all five of 
his 2025 Champions League 

matches at San Siro, tallying 
eight goals. Another strike 
on Tuesday would see him 
join Andriy Shevchenko as 
the only players to score in six 

consecutive home UCL games 
for an Italian club.
Elsewhere, Atalanta and 

Chelsea -- both on 10 points from five 
matchdays -- meet in Bergamo. Chelsea sit 
three places higher thanks to superior goal 
difference, yet consistency remains elusive. 
After an impressive 3-1 win over Barcelona 
and a resilient 1-1 draw with Arsenal, Enzo 
Maresca’s young side slumped to a 3-1 
defeat at Leeds and a dull 0-0 draw with 
Bournemouth.

Atalanta, 12th in Serie A, also arrive 
on the back of a setback -- Saturday’s 
shock 3-1 loss to Hellas Verona -- though 
the Champions League has offered them 
welcome respite this season.

RITU PORNA 
thrilled with 

Rokeya Padak
SPORTS REPORTER

Ritu Porna Chakma expressed her overwhelming 
joy and profound sense of honour after being named 
one of the recipients of this year’s prestigious Rokeya 
Padak. Speaking to The Daily Star, the poster girl of 
Bangladesh women’s football said the recognition 
stood among the most significant achievements of 
her career.

Ritu Porna, who played a pivotal role in 
Bangladesh’s maiden qualification for the AFC 
Women’s Asian Cup earlier this year, has been 
selected in the Women’s Awakening (Sports) 
category. The government on Sunday announced 
four laureates for the 2025 edition of the award, 
which honours women for their groundbreaking 
contributions across various fields.

“Any award or recognition is a big achievement 
for me, and it inspires me a lot,” Ritu Porna said. 
“Since this is the first time a footballer is receiving 
the Rokeya Padak, it feels like a huge achievement. 
I’m very, very happy.”

The ceremony will be held on Tuesday at the 
Osmani Memorial Auditorium in Dhaka, with 

Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad 
Yunus attending as chief guest. 

Women and Children Affairs 
Adviser Sharmin Murshid will 
chair the programme. Named 
after Begum Rokeya Shakhawat 
Hossain -- a trailblazer of 
women’s education and 

equality -- the award is presented 
every December 9 to mark Begum 

Rokeya Day.
Ritu Porna said she was particularly 

excited about receiving the honour directly 
from the Chief Adviser. “I’m extremely excited,” 
she said. “This is a state award, so it feels especially 
meaningful.”

Ritu Porna stressed that the recognition extends 
far beyond her personal accomplishment. “This 
award is not just mine -- it is an inspiration for all 
women in Bangladesh and will have a positive 
impact on the next generation.”

Reflecting on the challenges athletes face, she 
added, “In life, everyone encounters obstacles -- boys 
and girls alike. We must all overcome these hurdles 
and keep moving forward.”

Currently in camp at the BFF ahead of the 
upcoming Women’s Football League, the left-winger 
hopes to continue using her growing platform for 
broader impact. “I’m representing Unicef, and if I get 
more opportunities in the future, I will take them.”

Tanzid’s quest to find 
the missing impact

SPORTS REPORTER

Despite being Bangladesh’s most 
prolific scorer in T20Is over the 
course of the last 12 months, the 
jury is still out on Tanzid Hasan 
Tamim as an impactful performer.

Tanzid has 792 runs in 30 innings 
at a strike-rate of 132.66 and average 
of 29.3 with eight fifties. However, 
his performance on losing causes 
have been significantly better than 
on winning occasions.

Over this period, he averaged 
28.78 at a strike rate of 122.12 in 
matches Bangladesh won, whereas, 
in losing causes, he produced a 
better average, 29.92, and score at 
a significantly higher strike rate, 
145.29.

In fact, since January 2024, 
nobody has scored more runs 
in losing causes in T20Is for 
Bangladesh than Tanzid -- 463 in 
20 defeats.

“If I score runs but the team 
doesn’t win, those runs have no 
value,” said Tanzid, who is part 
of the ongoing training camp for 
national team batters in Mirpur.

During this period, Tanzid 
has averaged just shy of 40 while 
chasing, however, when the target is 
above 140, his average has slumped 
down to around 17 at an abysmal 
strike rate of 70. 

Asked if he gets a better 
understanding of his approach 

when chasing, he said: “When you 
have a target in front, it becomes 
much easier... If I can apply the 
same approach batting first, I 
think I can succeed there too,” he 
said.

In the two ICC events he has 
featured so far, sparks flew but 

there was more smoke than fire. In 
the 2023 ODI World, he appeared 
in all nine matches but scored 145 
at an average of 16.11 with a lone 
fifty against India. In the 2024 T20 
World Cup, he averaged just above 
10 in seven innings. 

Tanzid is well aware of his failings 

in ICC events and is hopeful that 
the mantra of low-risk run-scoring 
will fix his issues.

“Sometimes we take high risks in 
low-risk situations,” he spoke about 
how the coaches are trying to instill 
the idea of playing low risk shots in 
the ongoing skill camp.

“Earlier, you saw that I would 
get good starts in almost every 
match but couldn’t carry on and 
play a long innings. I would get 
out midway. Now I’m working on 
staying mentally fitter and stronger 
so I can convert good starts into 
big scores and maybe even finish 
games. 

“It’s a bit better now, but there’s 
still room for improvement. I’m 
trying step by step,” he said.

He is currently working in the 
skill camp to find the gaps with 
grounded shots, which could 
significantly help him convert his 
starts more as an opener.

The one problem, however, is the 
lack of stability in the opening pair 
in T20Is for Bangladesh, with the 
management mixing and changing 
it to accommodate four opening 
options in the top-order.

“Honestly, no one is settled here 
[in the opening role]. Whoever the 
team needs in whichever position, 
he will play there,” he said and 
it is one of the issues the team 
management must now address to 
get the best out of the individuals.

Jubilant Bangladesh fly the national flag after clinching the Challenger Trophy following a 5-4 win against Austria in a thrilling 
fixture of the FIH Junior Men’s World Cup at the Madurai International Hockey Stadium yesterday. Siegfried Aikman’s charges may 
have only finished top of the third-tier of the 24-team event, but the performances from the debutants against mighty opponents 
right from the opening game has earned massive praise from all and sundry. PHOTO: AHF

Bangladesh played six matches in 
the tournament, finishing with three 
wins, two losses and one draw.

Dutch coach Siegfried Aikman’s 
team scored 31 goals and conceded 18 in 
the tournament.

Currently at the top of the scorers’ 
list, Amirul Islam finished the World Cup 
with 18 goals, scoring in all six games, 
including five hattricks. He also bagged 
four player-of-the-match awards.

Bangladesh’s biggest win in the 
competition was a 13-0 drubbing of 
Oman while their biggest defeat was a 
5-3 defeat against Australia.

I want to thank my teammates. 
I achieved this because of them. 
They always try to play good 
hockey. They win the penalty 
corners, and then I score.

Tournament’s top-scorer 
Amirul Islam

A memorable 
Junior Hockey 
World Cup debut

MONG SING HAI MARMA, Bandarban

The Parbatya Zila Parishad Gold Cup 
Football Tournament 2025 is set to kick off 
today at the Bandarban District Stadium, a 
venue that is in urgent need of repairs after 
years of neglect. 

Ahead of the week-long tournament, 
the rundown stadium is undergoing some 
last-minute renovations -- the first in recent 
memory -- but the extent of the decay 
remains evident.

A day before the tournament, a worker 
was seen operating a grass-cutting machine 
at the ground under the midday sun. 
However, the iron-grilled gallery remained 
draped in vines, with knee-high grass in 
various spots. 

A waterlogged pit lied on the southern 
side, and the bush growing along the inner 
fence was yet to be cleared. Parts of the 

gallery appeared severely dilapidated, in 
need of immediate fixing.

According to District Sports Education 
Officer Md Rezaul Karim, the stadium 
is managed by the local District Sports 
Association (DSA). 

Deputy Commissioner Shamim Ara 
Reeni, president of the Bandarban DSA, 
acknowledged the longstanding neglect of 
the stadium.

“The gates used to remain locked. Some 
even built makeshift homes under the 
gallery. After taking charge, we removed 
the illegal occupants. We have now taken 
initiatives to renovate the entire field,” she 
said.

“This is the only major sports ground 
in Bandarban. Once the renovation is 
completed, children, youths, and adults will 
again have access to sports and physical 
activities,” she hoped.

A total of eight teams -- including seven 
upazila teams and the Bandarban Sadar 
team -- will compete in the tournament. 

“Our aim is to keep the youth away from 
drugs, inspire the next generation to engage 
in sports, and promote athletic activities,” 
Bandarban Parbatya Zila Parishad 
Chairman Prof. Thanzama Lushai said at 
the press conference on Sunday ahead of the 
event.

Rundown Bandarban 
Stadium gears up for 
Gold Cup
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The pen that pierced 
the purdah

Rereading Begum Rokeya’s ‘Oborodh Bashini’
NAZMUN AFRAD SHEETOL

On Begum Rokeya Day, we do more 
than remember a historical figure; 
we associate with the spirit of a 
revolutionary writer. We celebrate 
a woman who, more than a century 
ago, stared down the twin fortresses 
of religious dogma and social norms, 
armed not with a sword but with a 
pen.

Her seminal work, “Oborodh 
Bashini”, published in 1931, is often 
read as a critique of the oppressive 
purdah system. Yet, to confine it to 
that alone would miss its literary 
depth and strategic genius.

Oborodh Bashini is a monumental 
work in which the act of writing itself 
becomes an act of liberation.

Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain 
weaponised language, using 
testimony, satire and logic not just to 
critique confinement but to shatter its 
foundation by celebrating the voices it 
sought to silence, turning writing into 
a masterful act of defiance.

Begum Rokeya’s primary weapon 
for this book was testimony. Oborodh 
Bashini is a chorus of voices, a 
collection of stories that bring the 
private sufferings of the “zenana” into 
the public sphere, making readers feel 
compassion for these women’s silent 
pain. She fills her pages with accounts 
of women wasting away in airless rooms, 
denied sunlight, education, sometimes 
food and dignity. This radical choice 
aimed to stir empathy and show the 
human cost of social injustice.

One story recounts a woman so 
intellectually starved that she secretly 
read scraps of paper used to wrap 
groceries. This image is not just a 
personal tragedy; it is a devastating 
indictment of a culture that snatched 
away women’s freedom of intellect. In 
another powerful testimony, Rokeya 
writes of a young girl confined within 
her home whose only wish was to see 
a circus outside her window, only to 
be punished and have the window 
sealed with bamboo blinds. The story 
captures the absurd cruelty of the 
system: a child’s innocent curiosity 
becomes a punishable crime, and her 
world grows physically darker as a 
consequence.

By documenting such 
claustrophobia, intellectual 
deprivation and casual cruelty, 

Begum Rokeya forces the reader 
to see and feel and recognise their 
own complicity. She was not merely 
describing a prison; she was [handing] 
its inmates a megaphone. Each story, 
each testimony, removed a brick from 
the wall of silence that upheld the 
complexity of purdah.

 On this day, we celebrate Rokeya 
not just as a writer but as a pioneer 
who taught us that the personal is 
political and that lived experience is a 
powerful tool for social critique.

But how does one ensure these 
heartfelt testimonies are not dismissed 
as sentimental complaints? Begum 
Rokeya’s satirical layout of stories 
appeals so sharply that it cuts through 
the veneer of social order. Her satire 
dissects patriarchal absurdities with 

16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

Without any safety harness, two workers are painting a 17-storey building, hanging precariously from a 
makeshift ladder, in Barishal city. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Without representatives from varied backgrounds in 
parliament, the democratic system risks remaining elite-
dominated, which is a key source of many longstanding 
problems, said eminent economist Rehman Sobhan 
yesterday.

“At the end of the day, unless you change the equality 
of the parliamentarians, unless you ensure people from 
all backgrounds, you are going to get an elite-dominated 
democratic system -- that has been the source of many of 
our problems.”

His comments came at a session titled “Democracy 
and Development” at the Annual BIDS Conference on 
Development 2025.

In the election in 1970, most candidates commuted in 
buses and rickshaws for their campaigning, according to 
Sobhan, also a former director general of the Bangladesh 
Institute of Development Studies (BIDS).

“That was the level of income and resources at their 
disposal back then. Today, no one can imagine contesting 
an election unless they actually own a Pajero. This 
essentially means you have got a parliament of the elite by 
the elite for the elite.”

“Unless we can 
democratise the 

nature of electoral 
contestation in 

which people from all 
social backgrounds 

and with limited 
resources can actually contest and 

hope to win elections, you are going 
to get a particular class of people 

occupying the legislatures.”

CPD Chairman Rehman Sobhan

Elite-dominated 
parliament source 

of many ills
Says Rehman Sobhan

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

Nat’l Democratic 
Front launched 
with 18 parties
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jatiya Party factions led by Anisul Islam 
Mahmud and Anwar Hossain Manju, and 
16 other parties yesterday launched a new 
alliance called National Democratic Front 
(NDF).

Announcing the launch at a convention 
centre in the capital, Anisul, who has been 
made NDF president, said six registered and 
12 unregistered parties are in the alliance.

He added that this alliance would 
advance Bangladesh’s genuine democratic 
transformation, build a national consensus to 
overcome the prevailing political crisis, uphold 
the spirit of the Liberation War, and carry 
forward the aspirations of the July uprising.

“The alliance aims to push for necessary 
state reforms, end fascism, and amplify the 
weak voices of people yearning for good 
governance.”

JP faction led by Manju, Bangladesh Jatiya 
Party, Bangladesh Sanskritic Muktijot, 
Bangladesh Nationalist Movement, and 
Bangladesh Muslim League were among the 
registered parties.

Golam Sarwar Milon, acting chairman of 
Janata Party Bangladesh, has been given the 
charge of combine’s chief coordinator while 
Ruhul Amin Howlader will serve as its chief 
spokesperson.

In a statement at the press conference, 
Anisul placed a seven-point demand on 
behalf of the alliance.

The demands include the interim 
government be transformed into a neutral 
election-time administration in the next two 
months; harassment cases be withdrawn to 
ensure equal opportunity for all to participate 
in the election; national aspirations for 
reform initiatives be implemented based 
on national consensus; legal action be 
taken against criminals, armed groups, 
extortionists, and land grabbers, regardless 
of their political affiliation; and prices of 
essential commodities be reduced.

At the briefing, Manju, who was made 
SEE PAGE 8 COL 1

Power sector 
officials resistant to 

renewable expansion
Says Adviser Fouzul

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The major barrier to renewable energy 
expansion is the people in the power and 
energy sector themselves, said Muhammad 
Fouzul Kabir Khan, power, energy and 
mineral resources adviser.

Many government officials in the 
sector have engaged with businesses and 
would lose their transactional benefits if 
a transparent and competitive system is 
introduced, he said.

“We are trying to transition from such a system and it is not being 
liked by most of them. They want to continue the previous system 
of dealings, negotiations and under-the-table transactions,” he said 
at the closing ceremony of Bangladesh Energy Conference 2025 
yesterday.

The adviser said they also want to get rid of fossil fuel usage but 
their dependence is by compulsion and not by choice.

“If we had the opportunity, we would stop purchasing LNG 
(liquified natural gas) and would shut down the coal-based power 
plants,” he added.

The conference has announced a 22-point Dhaka Declaration 
towards Net Zero carbon emission and a 13-point Citizen Manifesto.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 4

DNA study reveals 
when first house 
cats reached China

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

The earliest domestic cat arrived in 
China during the Tang dynasty’s rule 
between 618AD and 907AD, likely 
through the Eurasian trade routes 
connected to the Silk Road, according 
to a new DNA study.

Feline bones found at archaeological sites 
were long believed to show that cats lived 
alongside Chinese farming communities 
in the Stone Age. But a new DNA analysis of 
remains spanning over 5,000 years reveals 
that the early felines were native leopard 
cats rather than house cats.

The analysis showed that house cats, 
descended from the Near Eastern African 
Wildcat, arrived in China much later.


