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Second phase of Gaza 
plan ‘close’: Israeli PM
Two Palestinians killed in Israeli fire in West Bank
AGENCIES

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
yesterday that he will meet President Donald 
Trump later this month, saying a second phase 
of the US president’s Gaza plan was close.

The meeting will discuss possible 
opportunities for peace and an end to the 
Palestinian group Hamas’s rule in the enclave, 
he said during a joint press conference with 
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz.

Negotiations on the next stages of Trump’s 
plan to end the two-year war in the Palestinian 
enclave have been continuing. The plan also 
included the release of Israeli hostages and 
the establishment of an interim technocratic 
Palestinian government in Gaza, overseen by an 

international “board of peace” and backed by an 
international security force.

“I will be having very important conversations 
at the end of the month on how to ensure the 
second phase will be achieved,” Netanyahu added.

He also said that the first phase of Trump’s 
plan was about to be finished.

Israel’s military said yesterday that its forces 
killed two men in the occupied West Bank after 
what it described as an attempted ramming 
attack, with the Palestinian Authority identifying 
the deceased as a 17- and 55-year-old.

The Ramallah-based health ministry named 
the two victims as Ahmad Khalil Al-Rajabi, 
17, and Ziad Jabara Abu Dawoud, 55, after the 
incident on Saturday night in the Bab al-Zawiya 
area in the city of Hebron.

Civil defence personnel and relatives exhume graves at Al-Ahli Arab Baptist Hospital to transfer the remains to official burial 
sites in Gaza City yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

People walk past damaged houses after landslides triggered by Cyclone Ditwah in Ulapane village near 
Nawalapitiya in Kandy, Sri Lanka, yesterday. Sri Lankan authorities issued fresh landslide warnings as rains 
continued to lash areas already devastated by the powerful cyclone, with the death toll rising to 627. PHOTO: AFP

‘Imran Khan not 
a security threat’
PTI deplores ‘ridiculous’ 
allegations
DAWN ONLINE

The PTI emphatically deplored “ridiculous” 
remarks by the Pakistan military spokesperson 
against ex-premier Imran Khan, saying he was “not 
a security threat”, and lamented the weakening of 

democracy in the country following 
the passage of recent constitutional 

amendments.
In a press conference on 

Friday, ISPR Director General Lt 
Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry 
assailed Imran for creating 
and spreading an “anti-army” 

rhetoric, stating that such 
narratives were now out of the 

realm of politics and had become 
a “national security threat”.

Responding to the DG ISPR’s accusations 
in a press conference on Saturday evening at 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa House, PTI Secretary 
General Salman Akram Raja said: “Do not drive 
away the people of Pakistan, they stand with 
Imran Khan and the PTI. Imran Khan is not a 
national security threat. He has kept the people 
united.”

Ukraine peace 
deal is close
Says US envoy; Moscow 
wants radical changes
REUTERS

US President Donald Trump’s outgoing 
Ukraine envoy said a deal to end the Ukraine 
war was “really close” and depended 
on resolving just two major issues but 
the Kremlin said there had to be radical 
changes to some of the US proposals.

Trump, who says he wants to 
be remembered as a “peacemaker” 
president, says that ending Europe’s 
deadliest conflict since World War Two 
has so far been the most elusive foreign 
policy aim of his presidency.

US Special Envoy for Ukraine Keith 
Kellogg, who is due to step down in 
January, told the Reagan National 
Defense Forum that efforts to resolve 
the conflict were in “the last 10 metres” 
which he said was always the hardest.

The two main outstanding issues, 
Kellogg said, were on territory - primarily 
the future of the Donbas - and the future 

of Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant, Europe’s largest, which is under 
Russian control.

“If we get those two issues settled, I 
think the rest of the things will work out 
fairly well,” Kellogg said on Saturday at 
the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
and Museum in Simi Valley, California. 
“We’re almost there.”

“We’re really, really close,” said Kellogg.  
Zelensky said on Saturday that he had had 
a long and “substantive” phone call with 
Witkoff and Kushner. The Kremlin has 
said it expects Kushner to be doing the 
main work on drafting a possible deal.

Meanwhile, Russia’s air defences 
destroyed 77 Ukrainian drones launched 
overnight, Russia’s defence ministry said 
yesterday.

US MILITARY BUILDUP

Insomnia, anxiety stalk 
Venezuelans

Army swears in 5,600 more soldiers
AGENCIES

The streets of Caracas are decorated 
with Christmas lights. The sound of 
traditional Venezuelan Christmas 
music can be heard everywhere. 
Daily routines seem undisturbed: 
children attending school, adults 
going to work, vendors opening 
their businesses.

Beneath this facade lurks anxiety, 
fear, and frustration, with some 
even taking preventative measures 
against a possible attack amid the 
tension between the United States 
and Venezuela.

The Venezuelan army swore 
in 5,600 soldiers on Saturday. 
President Nicolas Maduro has 
called for stepped-up military 
recruitment after the United States 
deployed a fleet of warships and the 
world’s largest aircraft carrier to 
the Caribbean under the pretext of 

combating drug trafficking.
American forces have carried out 

deadly strikes on more than 20 vessels, 
killing at least 87, reports AFP.

A woman who asked to be 
identified as Victoria for fear of 
reprisals has lived alone in western 
Caracas since her two children left 
the country and currently works in 
commerce. She describes her routine 
in recent months as marked by 
uncertainty, with each day bringing 

unsettling developments that rob 
her of peace of mind.

Although she hasn’t stopped 
doing her daily tasks, Victoria 
confesses that this state of alert, 
with the constant question of what 
might happen next, has disrupted 
her sleep, reports CNN online.

Sometimes, she says, she gets up 
in the middle of the night and starts 
checking the news on her phone, even 
though she acknowledges that doing 
so makes it harder to fall back to sleep.

“There’s a confrontation in 
which we, ordinary citizens, have 
nothing to do,” she says, referring 
to the potential conflict between 
her country and the Trump 
administration. “We try to carry 
on with our daily lives, we try to 
carry on with our daily activities, 
but that’s always interrupted by the 
whole situation we’re experiencing, 
which undoubtedly affects us.”


