
NEWS
Red Crescent 
Society gets new 
managing board
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The health ministry yesterday reconstituted the 
managing board of the Bangladesh Red Crescent 
Society, appointing global health expert Dr Halida 
Halum Akhter as the new chairman.

According to a circular issued by the Health 
Services Division, the tenure of the ad hoc board 
will be three months, during which it must 
arrange an election to form a full managing 
board.

Dr Tasnim Azim, associate professor at BRAC 
University and vice chairman of the immediate 
past board, will continue in the same role.

Former additional secretary Rezaul Karim 
has been appointed treasurer, while former 
additional secretary Afzalur Rahman, Brig Gen 
Nasir Uddin Ahmed, Birdem General Hospital’s 
director (hospital administration), Barrister Tanim 
Hussain Shawon, and public health expert Arefin 
Amal Islam have been named members.

Shawon also served on the previous board.
The reconstitution comes after the 

humanitarian organisation drew attention when 
four members of the previous board, including 
the vice chairman, reportedly resigned, alleging 
irregularities against the immediate past 
chairman, Maj Gen Prof Dr Md Azizul Islam.
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they were kept in dark, 
windowless, suffocating 
cells without proper food, 
clothing, sanitation or 
lighting. 

Many were detained 
for months or years, he 
said. Their eyes and hands 
remained tied during 
interrogations in which 
they were subjected 
to severe physical and 
psychological torture.

“These crimes were 
structural, widespread, 
systematic and target-
based,” Tajul said, adding 
that they constitute crimes 
against humanity under 
the International Crimes 
(Tribunals) Act, 1973.

After the prosecution’s 
submissions, the three-
member tribunal led by 
Justice Md Golam Mortuza 
Mozumder fixed tomorrow 
to hear discharge 
petitions filed by three 
state-appointed defence 
counsel for 10 absconding 
accused and by the lawyer 
representing three officers 
in custody. 

Three accused -- Maj Gen 
Sheikh Md Sarwar Hossen, 
Brig Gen Md Mahbub 
Rahman Siddique, and Brig 
Gen Ahmed Tanvir Majahar 
Siddique -- appeared in the 
dock. The remaining ten are 
on the run.

Earlier in the morning, 
the three officers were 
brought to the tribunal in 
a green air-conditioned 

prison bus amid tight 
security. Personnel of the 
Bangladesh Army, Border 
Guard Bangladesh, Rapid 
Action Battalion and 
Armed Police Battalion 
were deployed around the 
premises.

In the cases, Hasina, 
Tarique, five former DGFI 
chiefs, five former directors 
of its Counter Terrorism 
and Intelligence Bureau, 
and another former DGFI 
official stand accused over 
enforced disappearances 
and torture at the DGFI’s 
Joint Interrogation Cell.

The prosecution alleges 
that the crimes centred 
on the DGFI-run joint 
interrogation cell, where 
26 victims were held from 
October 22, 2015 to August 
6, 2024. 

Hasina, as executive head 
of government, allegedly 
used the DGFI to consolidate 
power and suppress 
political opposition, acting 
through Tarique and 
senior DGFI officials. Field-
level operatives reportedly 
abducted victims based on 
recommendations from 
local Awami League leaders.

DGFI and CTIB directors 
who served during 
this period allegedly 
maintained custody of 
detainees, making them 
liable under superior 
command responsibility 
and joint criminal 
enterprise. 

Tajul singled out Lt 
Col (retd) Mokhsurul 
Haque, saying he directly 
identified and abducted 
victims under Tarique’s 
supervision, continued 
these activities even after 
retirement, and operated 
as a “freelancer”.

Advocate Azizur 
Rahman Dulu, 
representing three accused 
officials in custody, told the 
tribunal he submitted two 
petitions stating that under 
the Army Act 1952, a Court 
of Inquiry had cleared his 
clients over detention of a 
victim. The application was 
kept on record.

The tribunal also 
allowed the Investigation 
Agency three more months 
to submit probe reports in 
several cases.

Frame charges

ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

In Chattogram city, medical 
emergencies often force 
families into desperate 
searches for blood for life-
saving transfusions.

Shahedul Azam, whose wife 
recently underwent a C-section 
at a private hospital, shared 
this harrowing reality.

“Doctors urgently requested 
two units of blood for 
immediate transfusion. We 
only managed to secure one 
unit,” he said.

A friend then informed 
him about the Fatema Begum 
Red Crescent Blood Bank in 

Anderkilla. “I approached 
the officials, describing my 
situation, and they confirmed 
having blood of the same 
group in stock. It was a 
moment of profound relief,” 
Shahedul added.

Shahedul’s predicament is 
not unique. In Chattogram 
city, only a few blood banks 
facilitate voluntary blood 
donation, with Fatema Begum 
Red Crescent Blood Bank, 
managed by the Red Crescent 
Society, playing a vital role 
among them.

Dr Mezbah Uddin, in charge 
of the blood bank, said the 
blood supply primarily comes 
from their dedicated members 
and students through regular, 

year-round donation drives. 
This strong foundation of 

volunteerism ensures that the 
blood is distributed to patients 
free of charge, he said.

However, to guarantee 
absolute patient safety, a 
nominal fee is collected 
from recipients, covering 
essential screening processes 
for diseases like Hepatitis B, 
Hepatitis C, malaria, syphilis, 
and HIV.

“We orchestrate year-round 
voluntary blood donation 
programmes, collecting 
between 40-50 units of blood 
from each drive and around 
13,000 units of blood annually,” 
said Shyamoli Baidya, a medical 
technologist at the blood bank.

Sadia Hasan, the 
organisation’s finance officer, 
said, “We offer a special 
concession in screening 
charges for our thalassemia 
patients. For extremely poor 
patients, we provide blood 
completely free of charge.”

However, the Red Crescent 

faces a significant, yet 
avoidable, challenge: over 
10 percent of their collected 
blood is wasted annually due 
to a lack of awareness among 
patients’ families.

“According to standard 
guidelines, whole blood can 
be safely transfused within 30 
days after collection, and fresh 
frozen plasma can be stored 
and used for up to one year. 
Yet, many patients’ families 
insist on receiving only ‘fresh’ 
blood – ideally collected on the 
very same day, or at best, two 
to three days earlier,” Shyamoli 
said.

“That’s why over 10 percent 
of the blood we collect every 
year is wasted due to expiry of 
shelf life,” she added.

There is an urgent need 
for raising public awareness 
against misconceptions about 
blood storage and transfusion 
standards to ensure every 
precious unit serves its 
intended purpose in saving 
lives, said Dr Mezbah.

FATEMA BEGUM BLOOD BANK

A lifeline for safe, 
voluntary blood 
transfusions
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At least two dengue patients died 
while 516 others were hospitalised in 
the 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday.

According to the Directorate 
General of Health Services (DGHS), the 

deaths were reported from the Dhaka 
South City Corporation (DSCC) areas.

With the new deaths and cases, the death 
toll rose to 396, while total number of cases rose 
to 97,829 this year.  Currently, 1,689 dengue 
patients are undergoing treatment at different 
hospitals across the country.

Experts attribute the surge in cases to 
inadequate mosquito control, low public 
awareness, and the presence of multiple dengue 
serotypes.

Two more die of 
dengue, 516 get 
hospitalised

2nd Edition

Cucsu hosts 
medical camp 
for students
CU CORRESPONDENT

A daylong free medical camp, 
organised by the Chittagong 
University Central Students’ 
Union with support from 
Chattogram Metropolitan 
Hospital, was held on the 
campus yesterday. 

Vice-Chancellor Prof Dr 
Yeahia Akhter inaugurated 
the event at Buddhi jibi 
Chattar at 9:30am. The 
event continued till 3:00pm.

Around 1,700 students 
received consultations from 
18 specialist physicians at 
the medical camp.

Medicines were 
distributed free of cost as per 
the doctors’ prescriptions.

3 killed in road 
crash in Faridpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Three people were killed after 
an unidentified vehicle hit their 
motorcycle in Faridpur’s Bhanga 
yesterday. The accident occurred near 
Madhabpur bridge around 1:30am, 
said Bhanga Highway Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge Md Helaluddin.

The deceased are Sumon Mondal, 25, 
his brother Rimon Mondal, 22, and their 
friend Asif Alam, 22 -- all from Kushtia.

Quoting witnesses, the OC said the 
three were travelling towards Faridpur 
town on a motorcycle. When they 
reached the Madhabpur bridge area, an 
unidentified vehicle hit the motorcycle, 
killing all three on the spot.

Earlier on Friday, four people, 
including three of a family, died when 
a bus hit a battery-run easybike on the 
same highway in Bhanga.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

At least eight people were injured 
and ten motorcycles were set on fire 
after a clash broke out between rival 
BNP factions in the Rakhaliachala 
area of Gazipur’s Kaliakoir upazila 
yesterday evening.

Police and locals said 
supporters of BNP nominated 
candidate for the Gazipur-1 
constituency, Mujibur Rahman, 
had gathered for a public 
meeting where followers of 
Gazipur district BNP member 
secretary Chowdhury Ishraq 
Ahmed Siddique, who was denied 
nomination, were also present.

Witnesses said the two groups 
engaged in an argument, which 
escalated into a clash.

Inspector Mohammad 
Shamim, in charge of Mouchak 
Police Station, told The Daily Star, 
“During the clash between two 
BNP factions, some motorcycles 

were set on fire. At least seven to 
eight people were injured and 
sent to hospitals.”

Mujibur alleged that his 
supporters were attacked while 
campaigning. “One group 
attacked my supporters, and some 
of the motorcycles they used were 
set on fire,” he said.

Ishraq, however, said anger 
among local leaders and activists 
over the nomination led to 
protests. “The supporters were 
there just to protest. But Mujibur 
Rahman’s followers attacked 
them,” he claimed.

NOMINATION ROW

8 hurt as BNP factions 
clash in Gazipur
10 motorcycles set on fire
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