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2 cousins 
drown in 
Manikganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Manikganj

Two minor cousins drowned 
in a river in Gilondo 
village of Manikganj Sadar 
yesterday.

They are Jamil Hossain, 
and Junaid Hossain, of 
Gilondo village -- both aged 
two-and-a-half-years old, 
said Manikganj Sadar Police 
Station OC Kamal Hossain.

According to police and 
locals, the two children 
went to a field on the banks 
of Kaliganga river with 
their grandmother around 
8:30am. At one point, the 
two fell into the river and 
drowned.

Around 9:00am, local 
people saw their bodies 
floating on the river.

They rescued the two 
and took them to a local 
hospital, where doctors 
declared them dead.

The OC said the bodies 
were handed over to the 
families.

Man stabbed 
to death by 
‘muggers’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A man was stabbed to death allegedly 
by muggers on the staircase of the Tongi 
flyover on the Dhaka–Mymensingh 
highway yesterday morning.

The victim was identified as Siddiqur 
Rahman, 55, of Babuganj upazila in 
Barishal. He had been working as a store 
officer at an electricity transformer 
manufacturing factory in Keraniganj.

The incident took place around 
8:00am near the Bata Gate area of Tongi, 
said Md Wahiduzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Tongi Police Station.

According to police, Siddiqur was on 
his way to work when he was intercepted 
by muggers. They stabbed him several 
times before fleeing with his valuables.

Police later took him to a nearby 
hospital, where doctors declared him dead.

Inspector (Investigation) Atikur 
Rahman of Tongi East Police Station 
said the body was sent to a morgue for 
autopsy. “We are working to identify 
those involved in the incident and will 
take legal action. The investigation is 
ongoing,” he added.

Siddiqur’s younger brother, Idrisur 
Rahman, demanded justice for the 
murder.
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8 held with 
375 sacks 
of cement
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Cox’s Bazar

Bangladesh Coast Guard 
detained eight people 
attempting to smuggle a 
large consignment of cement 
to Myanmar early yesterday.

Lieutenant Commander 
Siam-ul-Haque, media 
officer of the Coast 
Guard, said that acting on 
information, they conducted 
a drive near the Bakkhali 
river estuary in Cox’s Bazar.

During the raid, they 
searched a fishing boat and 
found 375 sacks of cement.

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Bangladesh Railway’s revenue 
from container transportation, 
long regarded as its only reliably 
profitable operation, has fallen 
to its lowest level in nine years, 
raising concern among officials 
and service users.

According to data from the 
Railway’s Transportation and 
Commercial Department, the 
segment earned Tk 77 crore in FY 
2024-25. The last time earnings 
dipped this low was in FY 2015-16, 
when revenue stood at just over 
Tk 73 crore.

This marks the fourth 
consecutive year of decline. 
Revenue peaked at Tk 135 crore in 
FY 2021-22 before sliding steadily 

to this year’s level.
Cargo volume has dropped 

even more sharply. The railway 
transported 15.6 lakh tonnes 
of goods in FY 2021-22, but the 
figure fell by around half to 7.3 
lakh tonnes in the last fiscal year.

Officials attribute the 
downturn mainly to a shortage of 
locomotives, which has crippled 
container services on the Dhaka-
Chattogram route, introduced 
in FY 1986-87 to boost freight 
earnings.

Four pairs of container 
trains are scheduled to run 
daily between Chattogram and 
Kamalapur ICD in Dhaka, but 
only two pairs operate on most 
days, said Nazrul Islam, chief 
master of the Chattogram Goods 

Port Yard.
“We need 13 locomotives, but 

we regularly receive only five to 
six. Because of this, we cannot 
operate the scheduled trains,” he 
said.

During a visit to the yard last 
week, three fully loaded rakes 
were seen waiting for departure, 
stalled due to the lack of engines.

Despite delays, many users 
continue relying on container 
trains for two key advantages: 
cargo security and the 
convenience of completing 
customs and clearance 
procedures at Kamalapur ICD, 
where all relevant agencies are 
stationed together.

Mohammad Nabi, who 
represents a Narayanganj-

based garment manufacturer, 
said delays have worsened 
significantly.

“We now receive containers 18 
to 20 days after they are unloaded 
from ships. Earlier it never took 
more than 5 to 7 days,” he said.

Tariq Imran, deputy chief 
operating superintendent of BR 
(East Zone), said, “We are not 
getting locomotives on time. As 
a result, we cannot run trains 
according to schedule, and 
revenue automatically drops.”

Moreover, 82 of the 140 
locomotives assigned to the East 
Zone are more than 20 years 
old, exceeding their standard 
lifespan. The zone requires 118 to 
120 engines daily to maintain full 
operations but can use only 78 to 
80, according to railway data.

East Zone General Manager Md 
Sabuktageen said, “We are trying 
to repair several locomotives on a 
fast-track basis. The government 
is also moving ahead with the 
purchase of new engines.”

Revenue drops to Tk 77cr, 
lowest in 9 years

Cargo volume falls from 
15.6 lakh tonnes to 7.3 lakh 
tonnes in 3 years

Locomotive shortage 
leaves loaded rakes 
stranded

Users report delays of 18 
to 20 days, up from 5 to 7 
days earlier

Majority of East Zone 
locomotives over 
20 years old

BANGLADESH RAILWAY

Container revenue 
falls to 9-year low
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We need 13 locomotives, but we regularly 
receive only five to six. Because of this, we 

cannot operate the scheduled trains. 
NAZRUL ISLAM

Chief master of the Chattogram Goods Port Yard

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A rare Himalayan griffon vulture was rescued from 
Kurigram’s Nageshwari upazila on Friday.

Locals first spotted the bird perched on the 
branch of a small tree in Sukandighi area of 
Bhitorbandh union in the afternoon, sparking 
curiosity as vultures are hardly seen in the area.

Volunteers from the Green Village Foundation 
reached the spot and informed the Forest 
Department. With their assistance, the bird was 
rescued and taken to the Kurigram Forest Office.

Kurigram Forest Department official Sadikur 
Rahman said the vulture would be handed over to 
the Rangpur Forest Division. 

“It is a rare species. After necessary medical 
treatment, it will be released back into its natural 
habitat,” he added.

Rare Himalayan 
vulture rescued 
in Kurigram

MOHSIN MILON, Benapole

For nearly one lakh residents of Shreepur upazila in 
Magura, the absence of a bridge over the Kumar river has 
turned daily life into a test of endurance. People from more 
than 20 villages still rely on small, fragile boats to cross the 
river for schooling, healthcare, marketing and trade. 

Villagers on the north bank, including Bartala, 
Goyeshpur, Alfapur, Sabinagar, Joka and Chandikhali, must 
travel to Hat Shreekol for essential services, while those 
from Shreekol, Saroingar, Khorddorahua, Daribila, Dairpol, 
Ramnagar and Baraipara depend on Langolbandh Bazar on 
the opposite side. 

With no bridge in sight, residents say livelihoods, 
education and safety remain at constant risk.

“During monsoon, the water rises and it becomes 
extremely risky to cross. Sometimes we can’t reach school 
at all,” said student Hasibul Islam of Goyeshpur.

Farmers face similar hardship. “Boats can’t carry 
heavy loads. We have to take long detours via Shreepur 
or Fajilpur bridges, which increases cost and trouble,” said 
Hossain Ali, a farmer.

Wasmine Biswas, general secretary of the Shreekol 
Bazar Committee, said, “A bridge would boost business 
on both sides and ease movement for everyone.” 

“A bridge is vital for improving communication,” said 
Abu Sayeed Molla, headteacher of Shreekol High School. 
“LGED officials visited the site on October 15 and gave us 
hope that approval for a bridge may come soon.”

Upazila Engineer Prasenjit Chakraborty said a formal 
proposal has already been submitted and reviewed by senior 
officials. Hopefully, the work for a bridge would begin soon.

Delay in bridge 
work puts locals 
at risk in Magura

The convocation of Atish Dipankar University of Science and Technology was held at the Bangladesh-China Friendship 
Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday. University Grants Commission Chairman Prof SMA Faiz was present as the chief guest. 
Former state minister for education Dr ANM Ehsanul Hoque Milan was the convocation speaker. UGC member Prof Mohammed 
Anwar Hossain attended as special guest. The university Chairman M Shamsul Alam Liton and Vice-Chancellor Prof Md 
Jahangir Alam also spoke. PHOTO: COURTESY


