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Man confesses to raping
FROM PAGE 3

Citing Dulal’s statement, 
the OC said the incident 
took place on the night of 
December 2. Dulal called 
the child, a class III student 
and his neighbour, to his 
home.

He then took her to a 
nearby abandoned house, 
raped her, and strangled 
her to death when she tried 
to scream.

Dulal told the court that 
he killed the girl, fearing 

that she would disclose the 
incident, said the OC.

The next morning, locals 
spotted the child’s body 
and police was notified.

The same day, the 
victim’s father filed a rape 
and murder case against 
unnamed suspects.

Later, teams from the 
Criminal Investigation 
Department, Police Bureau 
of Investigation, and Rapid 
Action Battalion began 
probing the killing.

Dulal was arrested on 
Thursday noon as his 
behaviour also appeared 
suspicious in the aftermath 
of the incident, said 
the OC.  Sub-Inspector 
Mahbub Alam Sarkar, the 
investigation officer, said 
the child’s body was sent 
to Brahmanbaria 250-bed 
General Hospital morgue 
for autopsy, and the exact 
cause of death will be 
known once the report is 
available.

Lioness escapes enclosure
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she was put back in her 
cage,” he said at 7:20pm.

According to the 
director, the lioness 
wandered into an area that 
is also covered by the zoo’s 
netted safety system.

All visitors who were 

inside the zoo were 
evacuated at the time, he 
confirmed.

Asked how the lioness 
managed to get out of its 
enclosure, the director said 
the gate may have been left 
unlocked. 

“There is no broken or 

loose grille anywhere. A 
committee will be formed to 
investigate the incident,” he 
added.  Currently, there are 
five lions in the Mirpur Zoo.

Families struggle
FROM PAGE 3

31 in Chattogram, 24 
in Mymensingh, 20 in 
Rajshahi, 20 in Rangpur, 
nine in Dhaka division and 
two in Sylhet division.

In terms of infections, 
the highest number of cases 
were reported in Barishal 
division (20,865), followed 
by Dhaka division (16,435), 
DNCC (15,692), Chattogram 
(13,875), DSCC (13,730), 
Rajshahi (5,552), Khulna 
(5,138), Mymensingh (3,919), 
Rangpur (1,030) and Sylhet 
(391).

Medical experts say early 
hospitalisation for high-
risk groups -- including 
elderly people, pregnant 
women and patients with 
chronic diseases -- could 
significantly reduce deaths.

Patients with 
complications such as 
severe bleeding, multi-
organ failure, or illnesses 
like diabetes, kidney 
disease or heart problems 
face a much higher risk.

“Those with multi-organ 
failure or comorbidities have 
a much higher mortality 
rate,” said HM Nazmul 
Ahsan, associate professor 
at Shaheed Suhrawardy 
Medical College Hospital.

He advised patients at 
home to drink plenty of 
fluids, including oral saline, 
coconut water, soups, rice 
starch and fresh fruit juice 

to prevent dehydration.
Experts also blamed 

delayed hospital admission 
as a major reason behind 
the high death toll, as many 
critically ill patients are 
referred from outside the 
capital.

Nazmul Ahsan also 
said most deaths occur 
among patients who reach 
hospitals in an extremely 
critical condition.

“Many die within a few 
hours of arrival,” he said. 
“They usually come in 
severe shock -- with almost 
no blood pressure, no pulse, 
cold limbs and chest fluid. 
At this point, treatment 
often becomes ineffective.”

Public health expert 
Mohammad Mushtuq 
Husain said early detection 
and decentralised 
healthcare are essential to 
reducing dengue fatalities.

“If affordable dengue 
testing were available near 
people’s homes, cases 
could be detected earlier,” 
he said.

Many patients who only 
need observation are being 
admitted, while critically 
ill patients wait four to five 
hours for a bed. Without 
decentralisation, the death 
toll will not fall, he warned.
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SAHIDUL ISLAM NIRAB, 
Jamalpur

The playground of Jorkhali 
Islamabed Wasim Uddin 
High School in Madarganj 
upazila of Jamalpur has 
been occupied for years by 
a sanitary business, despite 
repeated notices from the 
school authorities asking the 
businessman to vacate the 
land. 

On the southwest side 
of the school, a tin-shed 
structure has been erected, 
filled with sanitary materials 
that are also scattered around 
the playground, as seen by 
this correspondent during a 

recent visit. 
Locals said M/S Alomgir 

Enterprise, owned by Alomgir 
Kabir, has been running the 
business there for several 
years after renting 
the space from the 
school’s former 
m a n a g i n g 
c o m m i t t e e . 
The previous 
c o m m i t t e e 
r e p o r t e d l y 
leased the spot 
on a temporary 
basis for Tk 1,500 
per month. The lease 
agreement expired in 2024. 

“Whenever we play on 
the ground, we often get 

hurt by hitting the sanitary 
materials,” said Hasan 
Murtuza, a ninth grader. 

Ninth grader Nabir Hossain 
said, “Sometimes we can’t 

even enter the field as 
the space remains 

occupied by the 
sanitary items.” 

Headteacher 
Azaharul Islam 
said, “The lease 
agreement has 

already expired. 
Moreover, it clearly 

mentioned that the 
space must be vacated 

whenever the school needed it. 
We have already issued three 
formal notices to the business 

owner to vacate the space.” 
He said the school is 

preparing to take legal action 
if the place is not vacated soon. 

Contacted, Alomgir Kabir 
said, “The former committee 
leased me the space under a 
three-year agreement. The 
lease agreement expired last 
year. The school has sent two 
notices. I’ll try to extend the 
lease if possible.” 

Sanuar Hossain, upazila 
secondary education officer in 
Madarganj, said, “Playgrounds 
of educational institutions 
cannot be used for any other 
purpose. We will investigate 
the matter and take necessary 
steps if a complaint is filed.”

MADARGANJ IN JAMALPUR

School field turns 

into warehouse
Lease expired last year, but occupier still 
running sanitary business on playground
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JAHIDUL ISLAM, Narsingdi

The Narsingdi Sadar Hospital has 
long been grappling with a severe 
manpower shortage and poor 
infrastructure.

Although it was upgraded to a 
100-bed facility years ago, it still 
runs with the staff structure of a 
30-bed hospital, leaving doctors 
overwhelmed by the rising number 
of patients seeking care every day.

Hospital sources said only one 
medical officer is posted at the 
emergency department, which 
receives around 600 patients daily. 
In the outpatient department, 
about 2,000 patients visit each 
day across medicine, cardiology, 

dermatology, gynaecology and 
paediatrics. 

As a result, one doctor often 
ends up seeing 150 to 200 patients, 
limiting the time available for 
proper consultations.

Three of the 20 sanctioned 
posts for doctors and six of the 137 
nurse posts remain vacant. Five 
posts of forward boys and cleaners 
are also vacant.

Patients complained that 
doctors cannot give adequate 
time during consultations, 
leading to dissatisfaction over the 
quality of care. The number of 
admitted patients is often double 
the hospital’s 100-bed capacity, 

further straining services already 
hampered by staff shortages.

Laboratory and X-ray services 
remain severely constrained due 
to a lack of technologists. Several 
diagnostic tests are unavailable, 
forcing patients to go to private 
centres at higher costs.

The infrastructure is in 
disrepair, with plaster falling from 
ceilings, discoloured walls and 
rainwater leaking through the 
roof.

Although the hospital has 
two ambulances, there are no 
sanctioned posts for drivers, so the 
service is being operated through 
outsourced staff.

“We have to wait long hours 

in line with our children to get a 
chance to seek consultation in 
the outpatient department. It is 
frustrating,” said Amena Begum, 
45, from Alokbali union.

Ahmed Islam, 27, a patient’s 
attendant, said ambulances 
are often unavailable during 
emergencies. “I had requested an 
ambulance to take my father to 
Dhaka from Narsingdi, but they 
only gave excuses. I was forced to 
hire a private ambulance later on.”

Contacted, Dr Farida Golshan 
Ara Kabir, residential medical 
officer, said, “We have requested 
the higher authorities to take 
steps to resolve the crises soon.”

NARSINGDI SADAR HOSPITAL

Staff shortage, poor 
facilities disrupt services
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BNP fully 
prepared for 
Feb election 
Says Rizvi
STAR REPORT

BNP has 
finalised all 
o r g a n i s a -
tional 
preparations 
to 
participate 
in the national 
parliamentary election 
scheduled for February, 
said Senior Joint Secretary 
General Ruhul Kabir Rizvi 
yesterday.

Speaking to local 
journalists after the Juma 
prayers at Sardarpara Jame 
Mosque in Kurigram town, 
Rizvi said, “Unless a major 
national crisis emerges, 
the election will be held 
in February as per the 
schedule announced by the 
government. The plan is 
to hold the election before 
Ramadan. And accordingly, 
BNP has already completed 
all preparations to take 
part in the election.”

Addressing questions 
about the return of 
Tarique Rahman, Rizvi 
said, “Tarique Rahman is 
the leader of the common 
people of this country. 
Considering his mother’s 
critical illness, the political 
reality, and the overall 
situation, he will return 
home at an appropriate 
time. The people are 
waiting for his return.”  
Earlier, a special prayer was 
held at the mosque seeking 
the speedy recovery of BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia. 
Party leaders, activists, and 
locals participated in the 
prayer.


