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SM Ali’s 97th birth anniversary
FROM PAGE 3

Ali was born in a well-
known family in Sylhet in 
1928. He was the eldest son 
of the late Syed Mustafa 
Ali, an official of the Assam 
Civil Service and nephew 
of famous littérateur Syed 
Mujtaba Ali.

He died in 1993 at a 
Bangkok hospital at the age 
of 65.

Ali started off as a 
reporter with the Pakistan 
Observer while he was 
a student at Dhaka 
University. He went on to 
hold important positions 
in various publications 

in Pakistan, Hong Kong, 
Thailand and Singapore.

He was the managing 
director of The Hong Kong 
Standard and The Bangkok 
Post.

He joined the Press 
Foundation of Asia as its 
executive director in the 
1970s. In the mid-80s, he 
became Unesco’s regional 
communications adviser 
for Asia and the Pacific, 
based in the Malaysian 
capital of Kuala Lumpur.

Ali returned home 
in 1989 and had a brief 
stint with the Bangladesh 
Observer as editor.

He co-founded The Daily 
Star in 1991 and worked 
tirelessly to establish it as 
a leading national daily. 
He injected new life into 
the moribund English 
language journalism of the 
period.

SM Ali was always keen 
to share his professional 
experiences with young 
aspirants who wanted 
to make a career in 
journalism.

He is respected by all 
as the most successful 
Bangladeshi journalist 
at the regional and 
international level.

Frame charges
FROM PAGE 3

Investigation findings show 
Redowan, with the support 
of the other accused, 
ordered BGB and police to 
fire SMGs, Chinese rifles, 
and shotguns at unarmed 
protesters. He also fired 
his own SMG. A total of 28 
people were killed and 16 
seriously injured that day.

It was prima facie proven 
that fugitive Redowan 
committed crimes against 
humanity under the ICT Act 
by directly supervising, giving 
orders to subordinates, 
creating opportunities, 
aiding and abetting, and 
through his subordinates 
and himself committing 
torture and murder, not 
preventing such crimes 
from being committed, 
failing to take action against 
the perpetrators, and 
encouraging the murders, 
Tajul said.

The charges are as follows: 
Charge 1 -- attempted 
murder of Mehedi Alam near 
the BTV building, leaving 
him critically injured, and 
the killing of Gangacharan 
Rajbongshi near Rampura 
Bridge Wasa station. Charge 

2 -- shooting dead Mamun 
Mia and five others near 
Better Life Hospital, Wapda 
Road and Rampura Bazaar; 
attempted murder of Kawsar 
Hossain. Charge 3 -- killing 
Mostafa Zaman Samudra 
and five others near Delta 
Care Hospital, Multi Care 
Hospital, Molla Tower, 
Ekaramunnesa School 
lane, and Mokkhi Mosque 
lane; attempted murder of 
Liaquat Hossain and four 
others. Charge 4 -- killing 
Rakib Hossain and critically 
injuring Uzzal Hossain 
near Aftabnagar, Zahurul 
Islam City entrance. Charge 
5 -- killing Taufiqul Islam 
Bhuiyan and another person 
in front of Brac University, 
Progoti Swarani. Charge 
6 -- killing Russel Mia and 
11 others in the Banasree 
residential area; attempted 
murder of Masum Ahmed 
and eight others.

As the defence lawyer for 
the two army officers and 
the state defence counsel for 
the two absconding former 
police officials submitted 
discharge petitions, the 
tribunal fixed December 14 
to hear the petitions.

FROM PAGE 3

The ACC’s list of officials 
under investigation 
includes former IGP 
Chowdhury Abdullah 
Al-Mamun; former DMP 
commissioners Shafiqul 
Islam and Khandaker 
Faruq Hossain; former 
PBI chief Banaj Kumar 
Majumder; former Special 
Branch chief Monirul 
Islam; Additional IG YM 

Belalur Rahman; Industrial 
Police chief Mahbubur 
Rahman; former Rab 
director general Harun Or 
Rashid; former CID chief 
Mohammad Ali Miah; 
Additional IG Devdas 
Bhattacharya; Khandaker 
Lutful Kabir; former 
Chattogram Metropolitan 
Police commissioner 
Krishna Pada Roy; Tourist 
Police Additional IG 

Meer Rezaul Alam; PHQ 
Additional IG Anowar 
Hossain; DMP Additional 
Commissioners AKM Hafiz 
Akter and Mahid Uddin; 
former Rangpur Range 
DIG Abdul Baten; retired 
CID DIG Sheikh Nazmul 
Alam; former Rangpur 
Range commissioner Md 
Moniruzzaman; PHQ DIG 
Joydeb Bhattacharjee; 
DMP CTTC chief Md 

Asaduzzaman; DMP Joint 
Commissioner Biplob 
Kumar Sarker; and Subrata 
Kumar Halder.

On Wednesday, the ACC 
confirmed that it is also 
investigating Jahangir 
Alam, additional deputy 
commissioner of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police, and 
Mahabub Hossain, former 
assistant inspector general 
of the Special Branch.

After a meeting at the 
ACC office the same day, 
IGP Baharul Alam said 
corruption within the 
police is a complex problem 
and “cannot be solved 
overnight”.

ACC Deputy Director 
Aktarul Islam said the 
commission is committed 
to investigating police 
corruption and illegal 
assets of government 
officials.

ACC probing 50 former, current cops
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CITY

Stay neutral, you have historic 
responsibilities
FROM PAGE 3

with others and to ensure 
proper security at high-risk 
polling centres.

Also at the meeting, 
AKM Shahidur Rahman, 
director-general of the 
Rab, instructed officers 
not to accept money from 
candidates.

Shahidur also 
recommended that no 
incentives be provided 
from PHQ, as had been 
done in previous elections.

He called for better 
coordination with district 
commissioners and local 
authorities, emphasising 
that such collaboration 
would facilitate smoother 
operations during the 
election period.

DMP Commissioner 
SM Sazzat Ali provided 
an example, quoting an 
ambassador, “He said that 
he has heard of vote rigging 
elsewhere. But he has never 
heard of rigging being done 
in the early hours of the day.”  

Earlier in the morning, 
Chief Adviser Yunus said, 
“This election is not an 

ordinary one -- it has come 
at the cost of the sacrifices 
made by those who were 
martyred in the July mass 
uprising. We dreamed of a 
new Bangladesh through 
the mass uprising. Through 
the upcoming election, we 
will move towards realising 
that dream.”

Yunus said a referendum 
will be held alongside the 
general election, which will 
serve as the foundation 
for building the future of 
Bangladesh.

“Through the 
referendum, we will lay a 
new foundation that will 
guide this nation forward 
for the next hundred years.”

Yunus instructed 
the SPs to conduct the 
election in a manner that 
would present it as an 
exemplary process to the 
world, noting that many 
international delegations 
and election observers 
would be monitoring the 
elections.

“We have all witnessed 
elections in the past. 
Some have called them 

mock elections; others 
have described them as 
fraudulent and farcical. We 
must rise above that and 
establish a new standard.”

Yunus stressed the need 
for officials to be proactive 
and creative in ensuring a 
free and fair election.

“Not everything can be 
written down on paper. 
While performing your 
duties, think about how 
the work can be done even 
better.”

Bringing about 
this change is a major 
responsibility of the police 
force, he said.

Yunus also proposed 
organising competitions 
among police members at 
the district or divisional levels 
to improve performance 
and boost enthusiasm, with 
prizes for outstanding work.

Home Affairs Adviser Md 
Jahangir Alam Chowdhury, 
Special Assistant to the 
Chief Adviser Md Khuda 
Baksh Chowdhury, Home 
Ministry Senior Secretary 
Nasimul Gani and Baharul 
also attended the meeting.

Dhaka seeks to shape ‘new 
canvas’ in ties with Delhi
FROM PAGE 3

anchor the relationship. 
“I qualify this as mutual 
interdependence,” he said.

Riaz also mentioned plans 
for a Bangla film festival in 
New Delhi next year and 

suggested arranging tours 
for Indians to visit ancestral 
homes in Bangladesh.

With Dhaka focusing 
more on cultural 
diplomacy, tourism 
facilitation, and broader 

economic integration, the 
envoy said Bangladesh is 
signalling a clear intent 
to expand engagement as 
both countries navigate 
a sensitive phase in 
bilateral ties.


