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Path to peace
in Ukraine
unclear

WHO warns of
increase in malaria
cases and deaths

Push for peace,
rebalance trade

. Says Trump as US
Macron urges Xi ag?he WO 1 voys prepare to o
leaders meet in Beijing meet Kyiv official a

Deaths linked to malaria last year rose last year,
the World Health Organization said yesterday,
warning also of an increase in cases and resistance
to current treatment.

There were some 282 million cases and 610,000
deaths recorded worldwide in 2024 - slightly
up on the previous 12 months - underlining the
mosquito-borne disease as a continuing serious
global health issue.

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said

Th . . the increase in deaths and cases, combined with

¢ Kremlin said on - "
Wednesdav  that  Putin funding cuts “threaten to roll back the progress we
Y have made over the past two decades”.
accepted some UsS p

. . But he added: “None of these challenges is
ﬂzg% Srailfl %lg(;?nitai%d‘g;% lsr l C i t t l insurmountable. With the leadership of the most-
ar crimes in Gaza

. ffected tries and t ted invest t, th
prepated to keep working Vision of a malaria free world remains achievable.”
Says UN chief; 7 Palestinians, including two
children, killed in Israeli strikes

REUTERS, Washington

The path ahead for Ukraine
peace talks is unclear, US
President Donald Trump
said on Wednesday, after
what he called “reasonably
good”  talks  between
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and US envoys.

AGENCIES

Jinping to help end the war in Ukraine and to tackle
trade deficits as the two leaders met in Beijing yesterday.

For Macron, making his fourth visit to China while
in office, the three-day trip is an opportunity to
shore up support for a ceaselire in Europe’s deadliest
conflict since WWII, as well as to attract more Chinese
investment in France.

US special envoy Steve .Africa remains by far the most-affected regiop,
Witkoff and Trump adviser with 94 percent of cases and 95 percent of malaria
and soninlaw  Jared deaths,‘the majority (75 percent) involving children
Kushner spent hours at the undgr five. ) ) '
Kremlin, departing in the Five countries - the Democratic Re;pubhc
early hours of Wednesday of Congo, FEthiopia, Mozambique, Nigeria and
morning with no specific Uganda -- account for more than half of the
breakthrough on ending number of cases, the WHO said in a new report.

the war. AGENCIES More than 70,000 people have been But the global health agency said progress had still
Trump' Speaklng to . ........‘: ..................... oo killcd in Gala’ acc()rding o l_hC cncla\c’s been made.
There was something “fundamentally  pheaj(h ministry, during the two year- Since the WHO approved the first vaccines

) ) . reporters in the Oval Office, i .
a major Russian trading partner said Witkoff and Kushner wrong” with how Israel conducted its

it takes a neutral stance on the war, refraining from briefed him about the talks military operation in the Gaza Strip and
condemning Moscow’s invasion. via telephone and told there are “strong reasons (o believe” that
Yesterday, Xi reiterated his support for an end to him their impression from war crimes have been committed, United
the hostilities, telling Macron that “China supports all Putin was that “he would Nations ~ Secretary-General ~ Antonio
efforts committed to peace and hopes that all parties like to make a deal.” What Guterres told Reuters on Wednesday.
will reach a fair, lasting and binding peace agreement happens now, however, is “I think there was something
that is acceptable to all parties”. unclear, Trump said. fundamentally wrong in the way this
“No matter how the external environment changes, A White House official operation was conducted with total
our two countries should always demonstrate the said Witkofl' and Kushner neglect in relation to the deaths of

China

against malaria in 2021, 24 countries have
introduced routine immunisation programmes.

Chemoprevention, which involves the use of
medication to prevent infection during high-risk
malaria seasons, is now being implemented in 20
countries, reaching 54 million children in 2024 --
up from about 200,000 in 2021.

The WHO has now certified 47 countries and
one territory as being exempt [rom malaria,
including Cape Verde and Egypt in 2024, as well as

has said

old conflict between Israel and Hamas.

When asked if war crimes had been
committed, Guterres said: “There are
strong reasons (o believe that that
possibility might be a reality.”

He praised the United States - an
ally of Israel - for being instrumental in
improving aid access in Gaza, where a
global hunger monitor said in August
that famine had taken hold.

independence and strategic vision of major powers,” Xi were due to meet with civilians and to the destruction of Gaza,” Meanwhile, an Israeli strike on Georgia, Suriname and Fast Timor in 2025.
told Macron, adding that China remained committed Ukrainian  officials in Guterres said in an interview at the Palestinian territory on Wednesday Prog.rcss in the fight against malaria had al_rcady
to promoting peace in Ukraine and Gaza. Miami yesterday. Reuters NEXT conference in New York.  evening killed seven people including stalled in recent years, notably because of climate

change, an increase in conflict and resistance to
drugs and insecticides.

The WHO's director of malaria and neglected
tropical  diseases, Daniel Ngamije, said
underfunding of malaria response programmes
had exacerbated the challenges.

“The objective was to destroy Hamas.
Gaza is destroyed, but Hamas is not
yet destroyed. So there is something
fundamentally wrong with the way this
is conducted,” he told Reuters Editor-
in-Chief Alessandra Galloni.

two children, Gaza’s civil defence
agency said.

The strike hit near the Kuwaiti field
hospital in Khan Younis and “targeted”
a shelter camp, reports Al Jazeera
online.
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The World Bank is supporting the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh to achieve its vision on carly childhood
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communications into the city was difficult. “There
have also been reports of retaliatory Kkillings,
arbitrary detention, abductions, sexual violence and
forced recruitment, including of children,” Turk
added. “It is truly shocking to see history repeating
itself in Kordofan so soon after the horrific events in
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