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Three more
die of dengue,
565 get
hospitalised

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least :
three [m
dengue -~ .
patients ~ 7 *
died
while 565 others were
hospitalised in 24 hours till
8:00am yesterday.
According o the
Directorate  General of
Health Services (DGHS),
among the deaths, wo
were reported from Dhaka
South City Corporation
(DSCC), while one was
from Dhaka North City
Corporation (DNCC) areas.
With the new deaths and
cases, the total number
of dengue-related deaths
this year rose to 394, while
total cases rose to 96,627.
Currently, 1,835 dengue
patients are undergoing
treatment at  different
hospitals across the
country.

3 buses burnt

in Noakhali
depot fire

UNB, Noakhali

Three buses were burnt
after a fire broke out at
the BRTC bus depot in
Sonapur of Noakhali town
carly yesterday.

Md Arifur Rahman
Tushar, manager of BRTC
Sonapur, said the fire
broke out at the bus depot
around 2:30am.

On information, wo
firefighting units rushed
to the spot and doused
the blaze, said Farid Uddin,
assistant director of
Noakhali Fire Service and
Civil Defence.

The fire completely
burned down a double-
decker bus of Noakhali
Science and Technology
University and damaged
the upper portions of two
other buses Gulbahar
and Maloti -- at the depot,
he said.

KALIRCHHARA CANAL

CCC-WDB dispute
halts excavation

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

The Chattogram City Corporation
and Water Development Board
are currently in a dispute over the
demarcation of Kalirchhara canal
in the port city’s Akbarshah area.

This conflict has brought the
ongoing re-excavation work to a
complete halt.

The Kalirchhara canal, which
stretches 5.5 kilometres from the
hilly belt to the Bay of Bengal,
once served as a major outlet for
stormwater. However, over the
past decade, the canal has suffered
from significant encroachment.

A digital survey conducted
last year by the WDB found 31
illegal structures along the canal’s
length, many of which are multi-
storey buildings that have been
constructed by filling up parts
of the waterbody. Due to these
constructions, the canal, which
should be 25 to 30 feet wide
according to land records, has
narrowed considerably. In some
areas, its width has been reduced
to just 8 to 10 feet, making it
resemble more of a drain than a

canal.

As aresult, the canal has lost its
capacity to drain stormwater o the
sea, leading to severe waterlogging
in nearby neighbourhoods.

The WDB launched a Tk 3.9
crore project to re-excavate 1.5
kilometres of the upstream and
downstream areas and (o clean

The Kalirchhara canal,
which stretches 5.5
kilometres from the hilly
belt to the Bay of Bengal,
once served as a major
outlet for stormwater.
However, over the past
decade, the canal has
suflered from significant
encroachment.

approximately 4 kilometres in
total. Excavation work began
recently at several points but came
to a halt when the CCC objected
to the boundary lines marked by
WDB engineers at the North Lake
City Housing segment, said Borna
Hoque, sub-divisional engineer of
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Bangladesh Retired Government Employees Welfare Association
House: 75/A, Road: 5/A, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1209
Phone: 48122987, 222240189

E-mail: brgewa(i gmail.com
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Request for Expression of Interest (REOI)

Bangladesh Retired Government Employees Welfare Association (BRGEWA) inviied
Expression of Interest from qualified medical-based consulting firms under Lump-sum,
Selection under a Fixed Budget (SFB) for the following project:
“Establishment of a 12-Bedded Dialysis Center at BRGEWA Medical Consultancy
and Diagnostic Center, Dhanmondi, Dhaka.”

Source of funds: Ministry of Public Administration (MOPA)

TOR, RFA, and required forms are available at the BRGEWA office on working days
from 10:00am-5:00pm until 23/12/2025, and on the website

* For details please visit BRGEW A office and website; www, brgewa.com
EOI Submission Deadline: 24/12/2025, 12:30pm (BST).

WDB Chattogram.
CCC, however, claimed that
the WDB is working beyond its

authorised boundary.
Nurul Islam of the CCC estate
department said, “After the

dispute arose, we measured the
canal again using the revisional
survey (RS) map and flagged the
boundary on December 1. But
WDB is trying to excavate beyond
these points.”

He said CCC had placed red
flags to mark their version of the
official boundary, which WDB did
not accept.

“CCC’s new demarcation does
not match land office records.
We are writing to the deputy
commissioner to settle the
matter,” said Borna Hoque.

Meanwhile, locals have
expressed frustration over the
ongoing institutional conflict.

Mohammad Shafiqul Islam
Khan, a journalist and resident of
the area, said, “CCC never worked
on this canal. A former ward
councillor even filled up portions
of it. Now when WDB wants to
restore it, CCC is blocking the work.”

Three women
die as tractor
falls on them
while bathing

2 more die in other
road accidents

STAR REPORT

Three women from a
family were killed when
a tractor fell on them
after skidding off the
Karikandi-Rajapur  road
while they were bathing in
the Titas river in Cumilla
yesterday.

The deceased were
identified as Rina Akhter,
35, wife of Shukkor Alj;
Rozina Akhter, 30, wife of
Imon Mia; and Shamsun
Nahar, 40, wife of Faruk
Mia, said Sub-Inspector
Halima Akhter of Titas
Police Station.

Rozina and Shamsun
Nahar were sisters-in-law,
and Rina Akhter was their
nephew’s wife.

Police said they will
take legal action once a
complaint is filed. The
driver is on the run.

Meanwhile, our
Kishoreganj correspondent
reported that Shamsul
Haque, 59, a madrasa
teacher, was Kkilled after
being hit by a microbus on
the Mirzapur-Thanarghat
road.

Locals detained the
microbus driver and handed
him over to the police, said
Pakundia Police Station OC
Md Sakhawat Hossain.

Our Panchagarh
correspondent adds that
an employee of the Atwary
upazila administration
died after being run over
by a truck on the Karatoya
Bridge while he was on
his way to work on a
motorbike. The deceased
is Anarul Islam, 47, of
Dokropara

Act now to protect
women, children

from trathicking

Speakers tell report
launching event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a national event yesterday called for
urgent, coordinated reforms to protect women
and children from rising violence and trafficking.

They stressed the need to strengthen child
protection, social services, the justice system, and
prevention efforts.

The remarks were made during the launch of
the report “Stopping the Traffic: Prevalence and
Prevention of Trafficking of Women and Children
in Bangladesh (2025)”, jointly produced by the
Government of Sweden and Unicef Bangladesh.

Launched by child protection advocates,
government  officials, and civil society
representatives, the report provides key evidence
and recommendations to guide national policies
and coordinated action to protect vulnerable
groups.

The report calls for scaling up a universal
child protection system through a national case
management system, child protection community

Launched by child protection
advocates, government officials,
and civil society representatives,
the report provides key evidence
and recommendations to guide
national policies and coordinated
action to protect vulnerable groups.

hubs, functional child welfare boards, protection
committees, and counter trafficking committees
in all districts. It also proposes linking birth
registration with access to health, education, and
social services.

To strengthen justice and accountability,
it recommends increased resources for anti
trafficking tribunals, child-sensitive training for law
enforcement and the judiciary, full implementation
of the national referral mechanism, and
compensation schemes for survivors.

The event featured a moderated discussion led
by Natalie McCauley, chief of Child Protection at
Unicef.

The panel included Fahima Kader, additional
superintendent of police at PHQ; Mohd Sadiqul
Haque, national project director of the CSPB
Project at the Department of Social Services;
Salma Ali, lawyer and rights activist; and Dr
Sanzida Akhter, professor of Women and Gender
Studies at Dhaka University.
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HOUSE SALE

In serene Lalmatia, Dhaka, a 10 story residential building will be
sold (partially or whole). The building is 10.5 stories, 6432
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sqft/floor. Land : 10 Kathat, Type : Studio Apartment, Possibility of wfiTE
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