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directors general of Rapid 
Action Battalion Benazir 
Ahmed, M Khurshid 
Hossain, and Harun ar 
Rashid, and Lt Col (Retd) 
Muhammad Khairul Islam. 

The state defence 
counsels are Md Amir 
Hossain, Hassan Imam, 
and Sujad Miah. Amir 
will replace Supreme 
Court senior lawyer ZI 
Khan Panna, who had 
earlier shown interest in 
representing Hasina but 
later withdrew.

Tajul told the 
tribunal that enforced 
disappearances had been 
“institutionalised” during 
the Awami League’s 
15-year rule, alleging 
DGFI, Rab, DB, CTTC, 
NSI, and BGB units were 
involved. Dissidents were 
tracked through national 
monitoring systems, taken 
at night, and then held in 
joint interrogation cells 
and Rab’s TFI cells. Many 
bodies, he said, were later 
recovered from forests, 
rivers, the Sundarbans, and 

Barguna’s Char Duani. 
He described the TFI 

cell as a secret detention 
site inside the Rab-1 
compound in Uttara -- a 
two-storey block with 29 
cells, including tiny “grave 
cells,” 10×3-ft rooms and 
3×3-ft compartments 
where detainees were kept 
in inhumane conditions. 

The facility allegedly 
contained soundproof 
torture rooms, an 
electric rotating chair, 
steel restraints, whips, 
and devices for genital 
electrocution. Photographs 
of mutilated bodies were 
hung on the walls, and 
victims were threatened 
with a similar fate. 

Meanwhile, rejecting the 
plea for virtual appearance 
of the accused army 
officers in custody, the 
tribunal chair, Justice 
Md Golam Mortuza 
Mozumder, commented: 
“Where former chief 
justice, senior judges, 
former secretaries, and 
ministers have appeared 
in person before the courts 

to face trial, army officers 
cannot be allowed virtual 
appearance.”

“The trial for all will follow 
the laws of the country. 
Everyone has to appear 
before the court. The law 
is equal for all. Here we will 
examine whether they have 
committed the offence,” said 
the tribunal chair.

“We have the highest 
respect for the army, 
judiciary, administration, 
and all others,” he added, 
responding to submissions 
made by the defence for 
seven detained army 
officers.

Defence counsel Md 
Tabarak Hossain Bhuiyan 

argued that the officers, 
who he claimed were falsely 
implicated, should be 
allowed to appear virtually 
to avoid a “media trial” and 
protect their command 
roles.

Tajul opposed the plea, 
stressing that the accused 
were not on trial as army 
personnel. “This is not a 
trial against the patriotic 
army,” he said. “These 
accused committed the 
crimes while serving in 
Rab, which is a police unit. 
Outside military discipline, 
they committed heinous 
offences. They should 
not be allowed virtual 
attendance.”
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and Al-Badr collaborators 
handed over the people 
of Bangladesh, including 
women, to the Pakistani 
occupation forces. “Today, 
those same people are 
asking for votes and 
making big claims,” he said.

Accusing Jamaat of 
distorting religion, Abbas 
said, “They believe in 
Moududism, not in the 
true spirit of Islam. They 
only wear the label of 
being Muslim.” He urged 
people to remain cautious 
about Jamaat, saying, “The 
people of this country may 
not all be educated, but 
they are not foolish.”

Abbas also sought 
prayers from the nation for 
BNP Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia during the event.

Consider health
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NCP Convener Nahid Islam 
said, “We told the EC that 
the election schedule 
should be announced when 
political stability prevails, 
and when every party has an 
environment within their 
organisations, as well as in 
the overall political arena, 
to begin their election 
campaigns. If the schedule 
is announced at such a 
time, it will benefit the EC 
and all political parties.”

Asked how the NCP now 
views the EC, given that 
the party had previously 
expressed distrust, 
Nahid said, “We still 
have concerns about the 
Election Commission. It 
was formed under the old 
law -- we objected to that. 
We had said it should be 
formed according to the 
proposed reforms. But we 

also want to move forward 
towards the election. Since 
the government has done 
this based on existing 
realities, we did not push 
this issue further.”

NCP Chief Coordinator 
Nasir Uddin Patwary said, 
“Our uncompromising 
leader of democracy, 
Khaleda Zia, is ill. As a result, 
the political situation in 
Bangladesh is one of crisis. 
We are saying the schedule 
should be announced after 
overcoming these crises so 
that everyone can come on 
board and move toward the 
voting process.”

Asked if the NCP sought a 
delay in the election schedule 
from the EC, Patwary said, 
“No. Why would we want 
to delay the schedule? We 
are saying the schedule 
should be announced after 
resolving the crises.”

Ensuring
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structural reform, noting, 
“Cyber violence is only 
one expression of deeper 
inequalities. Progress 
will remain slow if we 
keep focusing on victims 
instead of confronting 
male perpetrators 
through education, 
deterrence and stronger 
legal consequences.”

Edward Cabrera, first 
secretary at the High 
Commission of Canada, 
said, “Digital abuse is 
not virtual; it has real, 
devastating consequences. 
Globally, 38% of women 
have experienced 
online violence. UN 
Women reports 66% 
of Bangladeshi women 
receive explicit or 
threatening messages. 
Canada remains 
committed to ensuring 
women and girls can live 
free from violence, online 
and offline.”

Sabrina Parveen of the 
Directorate General of 
Family Planning, added, 
“Ensuring digital safety 
is no longer optional -- it 
is a social responsibility. 
DGFP provides emergency 
and psychosocial support 
365 days a year, yet many 
survivors still do not know 
where to turn. We urgently 
need stronger digital 
literacy, clear referral 
pathways and broader 
community awareness.”

Trishia Nashratan, 
adviser of Cyber Support 
for Women and Children, 
described digital spaces 
as a rare lifeline. “In a 
patriarchal culture where 
even a woman’s phone is 
controlled, these digital 
‘third spaces’ allow women 
to name violence, seek 
help and speak beyond the 
four walls of home.”

Protests, counter
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principal’s office until 
police dispersed them 
around 4:45pm.

“If this ordinance 
is issued, Eden and 
Badrunnessa will cease 
to exist and remain 
merely as faculties. We 
want a separate women’s 
university comprising Eden 
and Badrunnessa,” said a 
student of Eden College.

Separately, teachers 
from both Dhaka College 
and Eden College formed 
human chains in front 
of their respective 
campuses, demanding the 
cancellation of the draft 

ordinance.
Mahfuzul Haque, 

officer-in-charge of New 
Market Police Station, said 
the two student groups 
held their respective 
programmes without 
any unpleasant incidents 
and left the road around 
5:00pm. The situation is 
now normal, he added.

On September 24, 
the interim government 
published the draft 
ordinance for the 
proposed Dhaka Central 
University, comprising the 
seven colleges previously 
affiliated with Dhaka 
University.

Media freedom
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an essential role in 
providing accurate 
information, countering 
misinformation, and 
offering citizens equal 
access to diverse 
viewpoints.

“A confident, 
professional, and safe media 
sector is indispensable for 
participatory, peaceful, 
and credible electoral 
processes,” she said.

She said Bangladesh has 
experienced a profound 
political transition since 
August last year, and with 
that transition has come a 
shifting media landscape. 
This moment has 
opened space for broader 
public debate, increased 
diversity of voices, and 
renewed discussions on 
media reform, bringing 
both opportunities and 
responsibilities for all 
institutions, including 

the government, political 
actors, civil society, and the 
international community.

“As we observe these 
changes, it is important to 
remain clear-eyed about 
the challenges that persist. 
The safety of journalists 
remains a universal 
concern around the world, 
and Bangladesh is no 
exception. Too many cases 
of violence, harassment, 
and intimidation remain 
unresolved,” she said.

“Impunity for crimes 
against journalists must 
end. Germany encourages 
fair and transparent 
judicial processes for 
such cases, both past and 
present, and stresses the 
importance of rule-of-law 
institutions that ensure 
accountability,” she added.

Centre for Governance 
Studies Chair Zillur 
Rahman also spoke at the 
event.

Collect, analyse
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geological structures, 
tectonic plate boundaries, 
and known and unknown 
faults, including the 
Madhupur and Dauki faults, 
and conducting surveys of 
active and undiscovered 
faults. They also called 
for updating the National 
Earthquake Risk Map.

Other recommendations 
included enhancing 
the capabilities of the 
Bangladesh Geological 
Survey Department as 
the lead agency and 
designating BGSD as the 
national authority for 
earthquake data collection 
and dissemination, 
with necessary support 
for equipment and 
infrastructure, similar to 
responsible agencies in 
other countries.

They also recommended 
preparing earthquake 
vulnerability and zoning 
maps based on subsurface 

structures, conducting 
detailed microzonation in 
Dhaka and nearby areas 
with geologists’ active 
participation, and forming 
a coordinated task force of 
experts and organisations 
for monitoring, 
coordination, and 
evaluation of earthquake-
related activities.
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