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MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

A spree of resort construction 
on Sonadia Island under 
Moheshkhali upazila of Cox’s 
Bazar is causing severe damage 
to forestland and wildlife.

Locals said several resorts 
have already been built after 
clearing Jhau forests along both 
the eastern and western shores, 
while another three or four are 
currently under construction.

Located 12 kilometres from 
Cox’s Bazar city, the island has 
around 9,000 acres of coastal 
and mangrove forests. However, 
the rapid expansion of shrimp 
farms, illegal occupation, and 
pollution have long put its 
environment and biodiversity 
at risk.

Environmental activists 
warned that the coastal forest 
is an ecologically sensitive 
zone, and its destruction poses 
a serious threat to the island’s 
biodiversity.

Some local political figures 
have allegedly been grabbing 
government land near the 
beach and constructing the 
resorts after clearing forest 
areas. Several names have 

circulated on social media, 
though the accused have denied 
the allegations.

Residents said Sonadia had 
only two or three small illegal 
resorts and a few temporary 
structures and tents for tourists 
until last year. But in the last 
three months, around 10 to 
12 new cottage-style 
resorts have been 
built along the 
shoreline. 

Jhau forests 
have been 
cleared and 
the wood 
collected was 
r e p o r t e d l y 
used in the 
construction. 
At least three 
more wooden 
resorts are still being 
built.

These resorts also rent tents 
to tourists for overnight stays 
on the beach. They operate 
generators and solar panels 
to keep red and blue lights on 
throughout the night, which 
conservationists say disturb 
birds and sea turtles that come 
ashore to lay eggs.

Contacted, Md Ayub 
Ali, deputy ranger of the 
Gorakghata Range under the 
Coastal Afforestation Division, 
Chattogram, said they are aware 
of the resort construction but do 
not yet have the exact numbers.

In 2017, Bangladesh 
Economic Zones Authority 

received 9,467 acres of 
the island for an eco-

tourism park at 
a nominal cost 

of Tk 1,001. 
L a r ge - s c a l e 
tree cutting 
and shrimp 
f a r m i n g 

f o l l o w e d , 
causing severe 

environmental 
damage and 

prompting several 
cases to be filed by the 

Department of Environment.
The Ministry of Land 

cancelled BEZA’s allocation on 
May 5 this year, returning the 
land to the Forest Department.

Ayub Ali said a gazette 
notification has not yet been 
issued, and as a result forest 
officials cannot take legal 
action against the encroachers. 

“The UNO of Moheshkhali has 
been informed in this regard,” 
he added.

“Construction of numerous 
resorts, loud noise and bright 
lighting have been threatening 
the nesting grounds of sea 
turtles. The turtle nesting 
season has already begun, 
and such activities may 
prevent turtles from coming 
to the beach,” said Abdul 
Kaiyum, manager of Nature 
Conservation Management.

He said around 170 migratory 
bird species use Sonadia 
as a flyway, and the island 
supports about 250 species of 
fish and 40 species of crabs. 
This biodiversity now faces 
imminent danger due to illegal 
tourism activities, and urgent 
measures are needed.

Contacted, Moheshkhali 
UNO Md Hedayet Ullah said four 
forest guards have been posted 
at the Sonadia Forest Beat to 
protect the island’s resources.

“Had the authorities been 
alerted earlier, drives could 
have been conducted sooner. A 
joint force operation will soon 
be launched to remove the 
illegal structures,” he said.

Resort boom ravages 
forests on Sonadia Island
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At least five dengue patients died while 490 others 
were hospitalised in the 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday.

According to the Directorate General of Health 
Services, of the deaths, two each were reported from 
Dhaka South City Corporation and Mymensingh 
division, while one was reported from Dhaka North 
City Corporation.

With the new deaths and cases this year, 
the total number of deaths rose to 391, 

while total cases stands at 96,067. 
Currently, 1,840 dengue patients 

are undergoing treatment at 
different hospitals across the 
country.

Entomologist Prof Kabirul 
Bashar of Jahangirnagar University 

said dengue will decrease only slightly 
in December, with a significant decline 

unlikely before late January.
“The immediate emergency is that in Dhaka’s 

multistorey buildings, Aedes mosquitoes are breeding 
in basements. This is not linked to rainfall. These areas 
must be brought under control immediately,” he said.

Entomologist GM Saifur Rahman said, “Only the 
number of patients will slowly decrease,” cautioning 
that the Culex mosquito population is rising and 
could cause new public health problems by January or 
February.

5 more die of dengue, 
490 get hospitalised

Bangladesh Trade Union Centre brings out a procession in Chattogram’s Probartak 
area yesterday, protesting the government’s decision to lease out port terminals to 
foreign operators.
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‘AL, Jamaat 
were always a 
better match’
Says Mirza Abbas

UNB, Dhaka

BNP 
Standing 
Committee 
member 
Mirza Abbas 
yesterday said Jamaat-e-
Islami had never been able 
to practise civil politics and 
Awami League had always 
been a better match for the 
party.

“Awami League is an 
indecent party, and Jamaat 
is an uncivilised one. To 
keep Jamaat in check, 
Awami League works like 
medicine,” Abbas said while 
addressing the inauguration 
of a medical camp at 
Siddheswari Balur Math.

Abbas alleged that 
Jamaat never wanted 
Bangladesh to exist in the 
first place.

He said the Razakars 
SEE PAGE 9 COL 1


