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“Even though we keep the 
same hours now, sales have 
dropped by half because we 
have fewer products and less 
investment,” she said.

A week after the fire, 
normal life has yet to return 
to the slum.

Like the two, many other 
Korail residents are now 
struggling to piece their lives 
back together and return to 
where their lives were before 
the fire.

Many residents have 
left the city after losing 
everything, while others 
depend on aid. Some, like 
Shafiqul and Fatema, are 
borrowing money to rebuild.

Others, including the 
elderly, are being forced to 
work for survival.

Sixty-year-old Ismail 
Hossain and his wife, Sufia 
Begum, have lived in Korail 
for 32 years. Their home, 
given to them by Ismail’s in-
laws, was destroyed.

They now live under 
temporary tin sheets that 
leak when it rains.

“Right after the fire, we 
received blankets and Tk 
2,000 from BRAC. We used 
the money to buy tin sheets 
for a temporary shelter. We 
also received some cooked 
meals, which lasted a few 
days. But last night, we 
didn’t get any food, so my 
husband had to go out to 
work despite his age,” Sufia 
said.

“Ismail used to work only 
three days a week, but now 
he has no choice. We have 
nothing left,” she added.

Many survivors say they 
have received little to no 
assistance so far. Some 
families have sent members 
back to their villages because 
they cannot afford to stay.

Khalilur Rahman, 60, 
who lived with his six-
member family, also lost his 
home.

“We haven’t received 
significant relief since the 
fire. We don’t have the 
money to rebuild, so I sent 
my family to the village. I 
reopened my small shop 
and will send money when I 
can. If we get aid to rebuild, I 
will bring my family back to 
Korail,” he said.

Need stronger political
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Meanwhile, Huq cautioned 
that employment policies 
alone cannot address the 
dual discrimination faced 
by women with disabilities, 
who encounter both 
gender and disability-based 
exclusion.

“Women with disabilities 
face higher risks of sexual, 
psychological and physical 
violence. Adequate 
protective measures and 
legal support systems are 
urgently needed,” he said.

“Even when abuse 
occurs within families or 
institutions, most cases 
remain hidden and justice 
is rarely served. The state 
must ensure safe shelters 
and accessible justice 
mechanisms,” he added.

“Inclusive education 
must be expanded, 

workplaces must 
prioritise accessibility, and 
reproductive and sexual 
health services should be 
readily available. Separate 
government initiatives 
and active participation 
of women with disabilities 
in implementing the 
Disability Rights and 
Protection Act are crucial.”

He also said there are still 
no higher secondary Braille 
textbooks, and many online 
materials are inaccessible 
to screen readers. Most 
digital platforms fail to 
meet international WCAG 
standards, and developers 
often lack training.

Looking ahead, 
Huq highlighted three 
priorities for the next 
five years: ensuring 
school enrolment for all 
children with disabilities, 

fully implementing the 
Disability Rights and 
Protection Act with active 
participation of persons 
with disabilities, and 
establishing a dedicated 
Ministry of Disability 
Development and 
Empowerment to centrally 
coordinate policies, 
budgets, and services.

He also stressed the need 
to change social attitudes. 
Textbooks, media and 
digital platforms should 
portray persons with 
disabilities as capable and 
active members of society. 

“ E c o n o m i c 
empowerment is key,” 
Huq concluded. “Financial 
independence shifts societal 
attitudes and enables 
persons with disabilities to 
fully participate in every 
aspect of life.”

Auto-rickshaw driver shot dead
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Police are conducting 
drives to arrest Bapparaj, 
he said.

Speaking to this 
newspaper, Montu, who 
is also an auto-rickshaw 
driver, said, “On Monday 
morning, Pappu went to 
visit his in-laws’ house next 
to ours with his wife and 
children. In the evening, 
we heard narcotics trader 
Bapparaj shot him and left 
him there.”

They later found Pappu 
with bullet wounds at Ad 

Din Hospital and rushed 
him to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital, where 
doctors declared him dead.

Montu said, “There had 
been no previous conflict 
between his family and the 
accused. They shot my son 
for no reason.”

“I had only two sons. They 
shot one of them dead...”

Pappu’s younger 
brother, Hridoy Sheikh, 
who works at an internet 
office, said Bapparaj is the 
son of another top drug 
dealer Kana Jabbar and 

is widely known in the 
locality. “As far as we know, 
my brother had no dispute 
with Bapparaj or anyone 
else. My brother is gone. 
What will happen to his 
child now?”

OC Ayub said CCTV 
footage shows Pappu 
scuffling with Bapparaj and 
seven to eight others. 

At one stage, either 
Bapparaj or someone else 
shot him. He was taken to 
a private hospital and later 
shifted to DMCH, where he 
died, the OC added.

Uphold
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He said safeguarding the 
country’s independence 
and sovereignty demands a 
skilled, modern and patriotic 
army, and the responsibility 
of leading such a force rests 
mainly on its officers.

Physical and mental 
readiness, he said, will be 
crucial as they shoulder 
the future leadership of the 
force. Quoting the army’s 
motto “In war, in peace, 
we are everywhere for our 
country”, he said protecting 
the nation’s independence 
and sovereignty must 
remain their first duty.

According to an ISPR 
release, a total of 184 cadets 
from the long course and 
20 from the special course 
received their commissions. 
Among them are 183 male 
and 21 female officers.

Senior Under Officer 
Azmain Ishraq became 
the best all-round cadet 
of the 89th long course 
and received the “Sword 
of Honour” and the “Army 
Chief’s Gold Medal”.

After the parade, the 
cadets took their formal 
oath. Parents and guardians 
then adorned the new 
officers with rank badges.

Senior military and civil 
officials, family members 
of the officers and media 
representatives attended 
the ceremony, the ISPR 
release added.

Bangladesh can ‘reset the narrative’
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mission to Bangladesh to 
observe what will be the 
largest democratic exercise 
of 2026 anywhere in the 
world.

On preparations for the 
13th national polls, he said, 
“We see that preparations 
are well in hand. There will 
inevitably be challenges; 
you have a huge country 
with a huge population 
and it is the first time for 

many of your citizens to go 
to the polls for a number of 
reasons.”

“So, there is a job 
now of civic voter 
education that has to 
be completed,” he said. 
Voters must understand 
both the election and 
the referendum, which 
he described as a very 
exciting moment for this 
country.

“What we are discussing 

with all of the Bangladeshi 
stakeholders involved 
in this vote is how you 
mitigate the risks and 
how you ensure that the 
elections are smooth and 
participatory. That’s what 
we want to see,” he said.

He said the EU will 
continue to support 
the holding of the first 
democratic elections that 
Bangladesh has seen in a 
very long time.
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Abdul Gofran 
passes away
STAR REPORT

S c i e n t i s t , 
ac adem ic , 
civil servant 
and freedom 
f i g h t e r 
Md Abdul 
G o f r a n 
passed away yesterday 
morning. He was 88.

He left behind his wife, 
two sons and two daughters, 
several grandchildren and 
countless loved ones to 
mourn his demise. One 
of his sons, Md Ashraful 
Kamal, is currently a High 
Court judge. 

Born on January 1, 
1937, in Choumuhoni of 
Begumganj of Noakhali, 
Gofran was a pioneer in the 
discourse and expansion 
of eco-friendly energy in 
Bangladesh. He served as a 
long-term biogas consultant 
at Grameen Shakti. He 
also served as chairman 
of the Bangladesh Biogas 
Development Foundation, 
said a press release.

During the Liberation 
War, Gofran fought in the 
Betiyara Battle in Feni.

A Dhaka North City Corporation vehicle sprinkles water as it moves along the 
Tejgaon Truck Stand Road yesterday to help curb dust pollution during the dry 
season. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS


