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India blocking aid to 
cyclone-hit Sri Lanka

Says Pakistan as relief aircraft faces 
clearance delay for over 60 hours

DAWN ONLINE

Pakistan’s Foreign Office 
(FO) said yesterday that 
India was preventing 
h u m a n i t a r i a n 
assistance from being 
sent to Sri Lanka, 
where severe flooding 
and landslides triggered 
by Cyclone Ditwah have 
claimed more than 400 
lives.

In a post on X, the FO said: “India 
continues to block humanitarian 
assistance from Pakistan to Sri 
Lanka. The special aircraft carrying 
Pakistan’s humanitarian assistance 
to Sri Lanka continues to face delay 
for over 60 hours now awaiting flight 
clearance from India.

“The partial flight 
clearance issued by India 

last night, after 48 hours, 
was operationally 
impractical: time-
bound for just a few 
hours and without 
validity for the 

return flight, severely 
hindering this urgent 

relief mission for the 
brotherly people of Sri 

Lanka,” it said.
The development comes a day after 

diplomatic sources said Pakistan 
had received permission from India 
to use its airspace for humanitarian 
aid flights to Sri Lanka to provide 
flood relief. Sri Lanka president has 
declared a state of emergency to deal 
with the catastrophic floods.

5 Chinese citizens 
killed in attacks 
from Afghanistan
Says Tajikistan 
REUTERS, Kabul

Afghanistan’s Taliban administration said it 
assured neighbouring Tajikistan yesterday it was 
ready to tighten border security and conduct joint 
investigations, after attacks which Dushanbe said 
were launched from Afghan territory killed five 
Chinese nationals over the past week.

In a call with his Tajik counterpart, Afghan 
Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi expressed 
regret and said Kabul was prepared to boost 
coordination between border forces, adding that 
“joint measures against malicious elements are a 
pressing necessity.”

“The Islamic Emirate is fully prepared to 
strengthen border security, conduct joint 
investigations, and engage in any form of 
coordination,” Muttaqi said, according to a 
statement from the Afghan foreign ministry.

He added that “an atmosphere of trust” had 
recently developed between the two countries and 
should not be undermined.

‘End the war’, 
not just ‘pause’ 
in fighting
Says Zelensky as US 
envoys hold talks 

with Putin

AFP, Dublin

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky 
yesterday urged a complete 
end to his country’s war 
with Russia and not just a 
“pause” in the fighting.

“Our common task is 
to end the war, not just 
to achieve a pause in 
hostilities,” he said.

Donald Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner and 
envoy Steve Witkoff were 
due to meet with Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin in 
Moscow yesterday for high-
stakes talks on ending the 
war in Ukraine.

New York City mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani and US Senator Bernie Sanders pose with Starbucks workers 
picketing outside a Brooklyn store on Monday, during an open-ended strike for higher wages and better labour 
practices. PHOTO: REUTERS

Mourners react beside the body of freelance Palestinian journalist Mahmoud Wadi, killed in an Israeli strike 
according to local health authorities, at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday.
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DISPUTED ISLANDS

Chinese, Japanese 
vessels engage in 
fresh standoff
AFP, Tokyo

Japanese and Chinese vessels engaged 
in a fresh standoff around disputed 

islands yesterday, the two 
countries’ coast guards said.

Relations have been strained 
since Japan’s new Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi 
suggested last month that 

her country could intervene 
militarily in any Chinese attack 

on Taiwan.
Japan’s coast guard said two 

Chinese coast guard patrol ships entered Japan’s 
territorial waters around the Senkaku Islands in 
the East China Sea in the early hours of yesterday, 
and left a few hours later.

The Japanese-administered Senkaku Islands, 
known as the Diaoyu in China, have been a 
regular flashpoint between the two nations over 
the decades.

Venezuela does 
not want ‘a 
slave’s peace’
Says Maduro amid US military 
threat; US admiral ordered 2nd 
strike on alleged drug boat

AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump summoned his top national 
security officials to the Oval Office on Monday to discuss 
Venezuela, as his counterpart Nicolas Maduro rejected a 
“slave’s peace” amid mounting fears of American military 
action.

The meeting comes as Trump ramps up pressure with 
a major naval build-up in the Caribbean, bombings of 
suspected drug-ferrying boats, and ominous warnings to 
avoid Venezuelan airspace.

“I will confirm that the president will be meeting with his 
national security team on this subject and on many matters,” 
White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt said.

Leavitt would not say whether Trump would reach 
a final decision after months of tensions with Caracas, 
saying she was “definitely not going to detail the specifics 
of the meeting.”

But she declined to rule out the possibility of US troops 
on the ground on Venezuela. “There’s options at the 
president’s disposal that are on the table, and I’ll let him 
speak on those,” Leavitt said.

Maduro, who accuses Washington of seeking to topple 
him, told thousands of supporters at a rally in Caracas 
that Venezuela does not want a “slave’s peace.”

“We want peace, but peace with sovereignty, equality, 
freedom!” said Maduro, who danced on stage with flag-
waving supporters during the event. “We do not want a 
slave’s peace, nor the peace of colonies.”

Meanwhile, a US admiral acting under the authority of 
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth ordered a second strike 
that targeted survivors of an initial attack on an alleged 
drug smuggling boat, the White House said Monday.

The legality of the Trump administration’s deadly 
strikes against suspected drug traffickers in the Caribbean 
and Pacific has been questioned, and reports of the follow-
up attack on survivors triggered further accusations of a 
possible war crime.


