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173 more return 
from Libya
UNB, Dhaka

Another 173 Bangladeshi nationals returned 
home from Libya yesterday.

They arrived in Dhaka at 6:00am on a Burak Air 
chartered flight, said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The repatriation was coordinated by the 
Bangladesh Embassy in Libya, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Expatriates’ 
Welfare and Overseas Employment, and the 
International Organization for Migration.

Most of the returnees had entered Libya with 
the intention of travelling illegally to Europe 
via human traffickers. Many had experienced 
abductions and abuse during their stay.

Officials from the foreign ministry and the IOM 
welcomed the returnees at the Dhaka airport and 
requested them to share their difficult experiences 
to raise public awareness. 

Man shot dead 
in Jurain
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A CNG-run auto-rickshaw driver was shot dead 
in Dhaka’s Jurain area yesterday, reportedly over 
previous enmity.

The deceased is Pappu Sheikh, 26, of Madaripur.
Kadamtali Police Station SI Ashok Kumar Sarkar 

said the incident took place around 6:30pm near 
Jurain Mistir Dokan, beside Ashraf Master School.

Pappu was taken to DMCH by his relatives, where 
doctors declared him dead shortly after 8:15pm, 
said Inspector Md Faruk, in-charge of the DMCH 
police outpost. 

Pappu lived with his wife and their son. His friend, 
Sani, said local criminals, who Pappu had a quarrel 
with a few days ago, may be involved in the shooting.
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MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar

The tourist season in St Martin’s Island 
began yesterday with three cruise ships 
carrying 1,174 passengers from Cox’s 
Bazar’s Nuniachhara BIWTA jetty to the 
coral island.

The vessels left between 7:00am 
and 8:00am, with tourists expressing 
excitement as they boarded, said 
Hossainul Islam Bahadur, general 
secretary of the Sea Cruise Owners’ 
Association of Bangladesh. 

The district administration, 
Department of Environment and Tourist 
Police conducted checks to ensure 
compliance with government guidelines.

Nilufa Yasmin, UNO of Cox’s Bazar 
Sadar, said the vessel Keari Sinbad 
was fined Tk 50,000 for selling tickets 
without the mandatory government-
approved travel pass. 

Abdullah Al Said, a director of Keari 
Group, said some passengers had arrived 
at the jetty at the last moment with return 
tickets but without onward tickets. 

He said issuing QR-coded passes was 

not possible because the server was down 
at 7:00am, and although they tried to 
assist passengers, they were penalised.

Cox’s Bazar Deputy Commissioner 
Abdul Mannan said tickets and travel 
passes must be purchased online, and QR 
codes were being scanned at entry points 
to ensure the daily visitor limit was not 
exceeded.

Md Zamir Uddin, director of 
DoE (Cox’s Bazar), said ships would 
remain under strict monitoring, with 
separate checkpoints set up at both the 
Nuniachhara and St Martin’s jetties.

A festive atmosphere prevailed on the 
island yesterday as tourists arrived after a 
long pause. 

Sadia Nowrin, a visitor from 
Mymensingh, said she was overjoyed to 
finally step onto the island for the first 
time. “Arriving here feels like entering 
paradise,” she said.

Tourism on the island had remained 
suspended from February 1. Although 
travel was permitted from November to 
January, visitors showed little interest 
without permission to stay overnight.

SAINT MARTIN’S ISLAND

Tourist season begins with 
1,174 visitors on first day

Reza Kibria 
joins BNP
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Reza 
Kibria, son 
of former 
finance 
minister 
the late 
Shah AMS Kibria, has 
formally joined the BNP.

He formally joined the 
party at an event held at 
the BNP chairperson’s 
office in Gulshan at 
11:30am yesterday.

BNP Secretary 
General Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir and 
Standing Committee 
member Salauddin 
Ahmed welcomed him.

Kibria previously 
served as the general 
secretary of Gono 
Forum and later as the 
founding convener 
of Gono Odhikar 
Parishad.

He is likely to contest 
the upcoming national 
election from the 
Habiganj-1 constituency 
with the BNP’s paddy-
sheaf symbol.

At the programme, 
Kibria said, “I am proud 
to join the BNP. This is 
a party that protected 
democracy twice, which 
is rare in history. Ziaur 
Rahman is my idol. His 
courage, honesty, and 
character make him 
someone to look up to.”

It’s all fun and games until someone gets hurt! Two youths on roller skates ride along a busy road in the capital’s 
Banglamotor area by clinging to the back of a moving CNG-run auto-rickshaw yesterday. As they weave through 
traffic while vehicles speed past, the stunt puts them at grave risk of an accident. The photo was taken recently.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Citizen Party convener 
Nahid Islam yesterday said 
political strategies used during 
the Awami League era were being 
revived ahead of the upcoming 
election.

Speaking at a prayer 
programme at the NCP central 
office in the evening, organised to mark the release of 
Bangladeshi expatriates imprisoned in the UAE during 
the July uprising, he accused rival parties of playing a 
divisive game. 

“One party is playing the Liberation War card, while 
another is using the religion card, Islam versus anti Islam,” 
he said.

Nahid warned that attempts were being made to 
create confusion before the polls and obstruct the reform 
process.

“One party openly opposes reforms, while another 
secretly opposes them. As a result, we have not been able 
to reach a consensus on reforms,” he said.

“Through the referendum, citizens will decide for or 
against reforms, and we believe people will vote wisely. 
Except for the followers of the fallen fascist, few are 
expected to oppose the reforms. We will all vote yes,” he 
said while speaking on the referendum.

At the event, Nahid also wished good health for BNP 
Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia.

One party plays 
‘Liberation War’ 
card, other ‘religion’
Says Nahid Islam

BSS, Dhaka

At least two dengue patients 
died while 610 others were 
hospitalised in the 24 hours till 
8:00am yesterday.

According to the DGHS, the 
deaths were reported in the Dhaka South City Corporation 
area.

The total number of deaths this year now stands at 
384, while total cases rose to 95,012.

2 more die of dengue

DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

Shared sacrifices by 
Bangladesh and India during 
the 1971 Liberation War 
continue to emotionally 
connect the two nations 
and inspire their growing 
relationship, said Indian High Commissioner 
Pranay Verma yesterday.

“The two countries share history, language, 
culture and geography. Our ties also gain strength 
from the belief that the progress and prosperity of 
our two countries are interconnected,” he said.

He was speaking at the Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation Day 2025 event, organised 
by the High Commission of India in Dhaka and 
the ITEC Alumni Association of Bangladesh. 
Around 150 Bangladeshi ITEC alumni, including 
government officials and business representatives, 
attended.

Verma said ITEC has long been India’s flagship 
development cooperation programme focused 
on human resource development and capacity 
building worldwide, including in Bangladesh.

‘Our progress 
and prosperity 
interconnected’
Pranay Verma on Dhaka-
Delhi ties


