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Israeli fighter jets 
pound east of Rafah
4 Palestinians, holed up in Gaza tunnels, killed

AGENCIES

Israeli fighter jets yesterday carried 
out strikes east of Rafah in Gaza, while 
forces demolished structures east of 
Khan Younis.

The army said it had killed four 
Palestinians coming out of the tunnels 
in Rafah. Dozens of Hamas fighters are 
holed up in southern Gaza’s tunnels, 
underneath areas controlled by the 
Israeli military, reports AFP.

Israeli naval vessels fired shells 
towards the city’s coastline, local 
sources and witnesses told the 
Anadolu news agency. Israeli artillery 
shelled eastern Khan Younis, while 
helicopters fired on buildings amid 
demolitions in the area.

An air raid hit east of the Bureij 
refugee camp in Deir el-Balah, 
central Gaza.

The ceasefire remains fragile, with 
Israel and Hamas accusing each other 
of violating the terms, while the Gaza 
Strip remains in a deep humanitarian 
crisis.

Israel should not be allowed to 
obstruct the implementation of the 
Gaza agreement and the transition 
to its second phase, Qatar’s Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Majed al-
Ansari has said.

Venezuela 
blasts Trump 
airspace threat
AGENCIES

Caracas on Saturday 
slammed US President 
Donald Trump’s warning 
that Venezuelan airspace 
should be considered 
closed, calling it a 
“colonialist threat.”

“Venezuela denounces 
and condemns the 
colonialist threat that seeks 
to affect the sovereignty of 
its airspace, constituting 
yet another extravagant, 
illegal and unjustified 
aggression against the 
Venezuelan people,” the 
Foreign Ministry said.

Trump administration 
is piling pressure on 
Venezuela, with a military 
deployment in the 
Caribbean that includes 
largest aircraft carrier.

People with their belongings wade through a flooded street after heavy rainfall in Wellampitiya on the outskirts 
of Colombo yesterday. Sri Lankan authorities battled rising floodwaters in parts of the capital after the 
powerful Cyclone Ditwah left a trail of destruction, killing at least 334 people across the country. PHOTO: AFP

FLOOD, LANDSLIDE

Tropical storm 
death toll tops 600 
in Southeast Asia
Over 4m people affected

REUTERS, Jakarta

The death toll mounted to over 600 from floods and 
landslides caused by torrential rains across three countries 
in Southeast Asia, officials said yesterday, as relief efforts 
for tens of thousands of displaced people continued over 
the weekend.

Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand faced large-scale 
devastation after a rare tropical storm formed in the 
Malacca Strait fuelling heavy rains and wind gusts for a 
week. There were 435 dead in Indonesia, 170 in Thailand, 
and three deaths reported in Malaysia.

Rescue and relief officials in the Southeast Asian 
countries were still trying to get access to many flood-
hit areas yesterday even as flood waters receded and tens 
of thousands of people were evacuated across the three 

countries. Over 4 million people have been affected - 
nearly 3 million in southern Thailand and 1.1 million in 
western Indonesia, according to official statistics.

Separately, across the Bay of Bengal, another 153 
people were killed by a cyclone in the island nation of Sri 
Lanka, authorities said, with 191 others missing and more 
than half a million affected nationwide.

The death toll surged in Indonesia to 435 yesterday, 
up from 303 on Saturday, official data uploaded on a 
government website showed, as officials compiled reports 
of casualties and damage pouring in from the western 
island of Sumatra, where three provinces had been 
devastated by landslides and floods after the rains.

Many areas were cut off due to blocked roads, while 
damage to telecommunications infrastructure has 
hampered communication. Relief and rescue teams used 
helicopters to deliver aid to people in areas that could not 
be reached by road.

From a navy chopper flying over the isolated town of 
Palembayan in West Sumatra, a Reuters photographer saw 
large tracts of land and homes swept away by floodwaters. 
As the helicopter landed in a soccer field, dozens of people 
were already standing close by waiting for food.

Israeli naval vessels fire 
shells towards Gaza’s 
coastline

Qatar say Israel must not 
block 2nd phase of truce

City

Fish stocks in the Bay drop nearly 80% 
FROM PAGE 1

the Bay; that number has 
now risen to 273.

He said the decline in 
the number and size of 
commercially important fish 
is alarming, and urged the 
government to reduce the 
number of commercial trawlers 
to prevent further damage. 
Ecosystem disruption and 
environmental degradation 
have also contributed to the 
decline, he added.

The survey was conducted 
from August 21 to September 
21 across Bangladesh’s entire 
exclusive economic zone of 
118,813 sq km. 

It included oceanographic 
measurements, fisheries 
trawling, plankton and jellyfish 
studies, and microplastic 
sampling. The work is part of 
the EAF-Nansen Programme, 
carried out using the research 
vessel Dr Fridtjof Nansen. 

The 2019 Department of 
Fisheries report stated that 
the current management 
system allows excessive and 
increasing fishing pressure, 
and called for urgent steps 

to stop fleet growth and 
gradually reduce total fleet 
size.

Preliminary results from 
the new survey recorded 
65 marine species for the 
first time in Bangladesh, 
including five possibly new 
to science.

According to the ministry 
data, the Bay of Bengal has 
475 species of fish, 36 species 
of shrimp, five species of 
lobster, more than 15 species 
of crab, five species of turtles 
and 13 species of coral.

Abdullah Al Mamun 
said researchers have sent 
samples to a laboratory in 
South Africa for further 
analysis.

The survey also found 
that jellyfish, once more 
abundant in deep-sea areas, 
are now appearing in much 
larger numbers along the 
coast. 

For the first time, the 
presence of Skipjack tuna 
and other tuna species has 
been scientifically confirmed 
within Bangladesh’s 
exclusive economic zone. 

Skipjack tuna were caught 
by trawls and hook-and-line, 
and scientists also observed 
tuna schools inside the 
exclusive economic zone. 
Skipjack tuna is a small, highly 
migratory species found 
in tropical and subtropical 
oceans worldwide, known 
for being the most abundant 
commercial tuna.Of 
the country’s 20 major 
fish species, nine were 
commercially viable for 
harvest in 2018, but that 
number has now fallen to just 
five, according to the survey.

During the survey, 
34 CTD stations were 
completed, and 275 water 
samples were collected for 
pH, alkalinity, and nutrient 
analysis. Plankton sampling 
at 32 stations identified 
9,794 fish larvae -- including 
tuna larvae -- and 418 
microplastics.

Fisheries and Livestock 
Adviser Farida Akhter said 
due to overfishing, illegal 
and unregulated fishing, 
and the use of harmful nets, 
the marine fish stock is 

declining, which is a matter 
of serious concern.

She said out of 273 
industrial trawlers, 72 are 
using technology, but since 
it is not being used properly, 
bycatch and wastage are 
increasing.

In the Bay of Bengal, 
oxygen levels are low in some 
areas and high in others, 
there is a high concentration 
of microplastics, and an 
abnormal proliferation of 
jellyfish, she added.

These warning signs 
clearly indicate that 
Bangladesh’s marine 
environment is facing 
serious risks, she mentioned.

She urged that the 
issuance of licenses for 
industrial trawlers be strictly 
limited and strict control be 
imposed on trawler-based 
fishing.

The adviser further said 
after receiving the final 
report in mid-December, 
the government will hold 
meetings with all relevant 
stakeholders and then take 
the necessary measures.

Unfairly treated
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retaliation between 2009 and 
August 4, 2024, according to 
a statement from the chief 
adviser’s press wing.

“When I assigned you 
this responsibility, I thought 
perhaps a few irregularities had 
taken place, but the complete 
picture you have presented 
is truly frightening. It is far 
beyond imagination,” Yunus 
said, thanking the committee 
for its professionalism and 
impartiality.

Lt Gen (retd) Abdul Hafiz, 
the committee chairman 
and special assistant to the 
chief adviser on defence and 
national unity development, 
and members Maj Gen (retd) 
Muhammad Shams-ul-
Huda, Maj Gen (retd) Sheikh 
Pasha Habib Uddin, rear 
admiral (retd) Mohammad 
Shafiul Azam, and air-vice 
marshal (retd) Muhammad 
Shafqat Ali, handed the 
report to the chief adviser. 

The committee received 
733 applications and 
recommended 145.

Abdul Hafiz said the 
committee held its first 
meeting on August 19, 2025, 
and invited applications by 
September 21, 2025.

He noted that service 
boards found no record 
of moral misconduct or 
disciplinary punishment 
in the dossiers of those 
recommended, except in a 
few cases. Recommendations 
were based on board findings, 
additional information, and 
interviews with applicants.

The inquiry found that 
six officers were subjected 
to enforced disappearances 

for periods ranging from 
one to eight years due to 
relatives’ political affiliations 
or alleged militancy.

One retired officer was 
killed after being framed in 
a fabricated militancy case, 
while his wife was detained 
without trial twice for six 
years, along with their one-
year-old child.

Officers critical of 
government inaction during 
February 25, 2009, BDR 
carnage were tortured after 
being implicated in the 
Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh 
murder attempt case, which 
the commission termed 
“fabricated”.

The inquiry also found 
that five DGFI officers 
from the 1/11 caretaker 
government were dismissed 
on false allegations or 
without charges. 

Quoting the report, the 
CA’s press wing said officers 
assigned to question the 
prime minister at a darbar 
after the BDR massacre were 
dismissed without defence 
when the session turned 
chaotic.

It added that four junior 
lieutenants were dismissed 
as alleged militants or simply 
for practising religious 
rituals. 

According to the report, 
114 army officers were 
recommended for normal 
retirement, promotion, 
pre-retirement promotion, 
arrears, and other allowances, 
with four recommended 
for reinstatement. Nineteen 
navy and 12 air force officers 
were recommended for 
similar benefits. 

Syed Wasiful Islam
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Over the years, Syed Wasiful 
has visited more than 
100 countries for dawah 
(invitation to Islam) activities 
and is widely respected as a 
global Islamic preacher and 
an influential senior figure 
within the movement.

This year’s Alami 
Mashwara is being held 
in Indonesia instead of 
Bangladesh, as the global 
gathering could not take 
place at the World Ijtema 

ground in Tongi due to 
ongoing opposition to 
Maulana Saad Kandhalvi’s 
presence in Bangladesh, the 
press release said.

It added that approximately 
1,500 responsible members 
and elders of Tabligh Jamaat 
from various regions of 
Bangladesh are currently 
attending the Ijtema in Jakarta.

During the concluding 
session yesterday, several 
countries received new 
ameers, including Bangladesh.


