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Ukraine team heads 
to US for peace talks

Attack on Ukraine kills 3, wounds dozens
AGENCIES

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy yesterday said that a delegation 
headed by security council secretary 
Rustem Umerov was on its way to the 
United States to continue talks on an 
agreement to end Russia’s war.

Umerov has been put in charge of the 
Ukrainian delegation after the previous 
lead negotiator, Zelenskiy’s powerful 
chief of staff Andriy Yermak, resigned 
on Friday hours after anti-corruption 
detectives searched his apartment.

Zelenskiy said he expected that the 
results of previous meetings with the 
US in Geneva, which took place last 
weekend, would now be “hammered 
out” today. Those meetings allowed 
Ukraine to present a counter-offer to 
proposals laid out by US Secretary of 
the Army Dan Driscoll to leaders in Kyiv 
almost two weeks ago.

Ukraine is facing significant pressure 
from Washington to agree to the terms 
of a peace deal while Zelenskiy finds 
himself in the most difficult political 
and military situation since the early 
days of Russia’s invasion in 2022.

Meanwhile, a vast Russian overnight 

attack on Ukraine killed three people 
and wounded nearly 30, officials said 
yesterday, with more than 600,000 
households left without power after 
strikes on the grid.

Zelenskiy said Russia had launched 
around 36 missiles and nearly 600 
drones in the attack.

Ukraine’s energy ministry said the 
overnight attack had hit power facilities 
in Kyiv and five other Ukrainian regions. 
More than 500,000 of the households 
which lost power were in the capital.

Meanwhile, Ukraine hit two tankers 
used by Russia to export oil while skirting 
Western sanctions with marine drones in 
the Black Sea. The joint operation to hit 
the so-called ‘shadow fleet’ vessels was 
run by the SBU and Ukraine’s navy, an 
official said on condition of anonymity.

FLOODS IN THAILAND, INDONESIA

Clean-up begins after 
more than 400 killed
AGENCIES

 The death toll from devastating floods and landslides in Southeast 
Asia climbed past 400 yesterday as clean-up and search-and-rescue 
operations got underway in Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia.

Heavy monsoon rain overwhelmed swaths of the three countries this 
week and left thousands stranded, many on rooftops awaiting rescue.

Flooding and landslides in Indonesia have killed more than 300 
people, according to the latest figures from the disaster authority 
yesterday. Of those, 166 were in North Sumatra province, 90 were in 
West Sumatra, and 47 were in Aceh. Tens of thousands of people have 
been evacuated.

In Thailand, 162 people have been killed. The Thai government 
rolled out relief measures for those affected by the flooding, including 
compensation of up to two million baht ($62,000) for households that 
lost family members. More than 40,000 people have taken shelter in 
evacuation centres.

Two people were killed in Malaysia after floods left stretches of 
northern Perlis state underwater.

The annual monsoon season, typically between June and September, 
often brings heavy rain, triggering landslides and flash floods.

A tropical storm has exacerbated conditions, and the tolls in 
Indonesia and Thailand rank among the highest in floods in those 
countries in recent years.

VENEZUELA CRISIS 

Trump closes 
airspace over 
Venezuela
AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump issued a 
warning yesterday that the airspace 
above and near Venezuela should 
be considered closed, the latest 
escalation in a standoff with leftist 
leader Nicolas Maduro.

“To all Airlines, Pilots, Drug Dealers, 
and Human Traffickers,” Trump wrote 
on his Truth Social network, “please 
consider THE AIRSPACE ABOVE AND 
SURROUNDING VENEZUELA TO BE 
CLOSED IN ITS ENTIRETY.”

The US president did not elaborate.
The statement comes as US piles 

pressure on Venezuela with a major 
military deployment in the Caribbean 
that includes the world’s largest 
aircraft carrier.

Washington says the aim is curbing 
drug trafficking, but Caracas insists 
regime change is the ultimate goal.

People line up to offer flowers outside the Wang Fuk Court in the aftermath of the deadly November 26 fire in 
Hong Kong’s Tai Po district yesterday. An outpouring of grief swept Hong Kong yesterday as thousands paid their 
respects and laid flowers for the 128 people killed in one of the city’s deadliest fires, marking the start of an 
official, three-day mourning period. 
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Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, 62, and Jodie Haydon walk 
together during their wedding ceremony in Canberra yesterday. Albanese 
married his girlfriend Haydon yesterday, becoming the country’s first leader to 
tie the knot while in office.

Sri Lanka cyclone toll hits 132
Seeks foreign help, declares emerwgency; 176 missing

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka yesterday declared a state 
of emergency and appealed for 
international assistance as the death 
toll from heavy rains and floods 
triggered by Cyclone Ditwah rose 
to 132, with another 176 reported 
missing.

The extreme weather system has 
destroyed more than 15,000 homes, 
sending 78,000 people to state-run 
temporary shelters, the Disaster 
Management Centre (DMC) said.

President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake invoked emergency laws, 
granting him sweeping powers to 
deal with the devastation after a week 
of torrential rain across the island.

The country has bolstered relief 
efforts with the deployment of the 
army, navy and air force.

The military rescued 69 bus 
passengers yesterday, including a 

German tourist, who were marooned 
in the Anuradhapura district after 
a 24-hour operation involving a 
helicopter and naval boats.

Officials said about a third of the 
country was without electricity and 
running water as power lines had 
collapsed and water purification 
facilities were inundated. Internet 
connections were also disrupted in 
many areas.

Cyclone Ditwah moved away from 
the island yesterday and was heading 

towards neighbouring India to the 
north. 

India’s Chennai Airport has 
cancelled 54 flights in view of the 
cyclone’s approach, with the weather 
department forecasting extremely 
heavy rainfall and strong winds over 
the next 48 hours.

The government has issued an 
appeal for international help and 
asked Sri Lankans abroad to make 
cash donations to support affected 
communities.

Officials said Prime Minister Harini 
Amarasuriya had met Colombo-
based diplomats to update them on 
the situation and seek assistance 
from their governments.

India was the first to respond, 
sending two plane loads of relief 
supplies, while an Indian warship 
already in Colombo on a previously 
planned goodwill visit donated its 
rations to help victims.

Russia bans 
HRW
AGENCIES

Russian authorities have 
outlawed Human Rights 
Watch as an “undesirable 
organisation”, a label that, 
under a 2015 law, makes 
involvement with it a 
criminal offence.

Friday’s designation 
means the international 
human rights group 
must stop all work in 
Russia, and opens those 
who cooperate with or 
support the organisation 
to prosecution.

HRW has repeatedly 
accused Russia of 
suppressing dissenters and 
committing war crimes 
during its ongoing war 
against Ukraine.

“For over three decades, 
Human Rights Watch’s 
work on post-Soviet 
Russia has pressed the 
government to uphold 
human rights and 
freedoms,” the executive 
director at Human Rights 
Watch, Philippe Bolopion, 
said in a statement.

“Our work hasn’t 
changed, but what’s 
changed, dramatically, 
is the government’s 
full-throttled embrace 
of dictatorial policies, 
its staggering rise in 
repression, and the scope of 
the war crimes its forces are 
committing in Ukraine.”

The decision by the 
Russian prosecutor 
general’s office is the latest 
move in a crackdown on 
Kremlin critics, journalists 
and activists, which has 
intensified since Moscow’s 
invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022.

Separately, Russia’s 
Supreme Court designated 
on Thursday the Anti-
Corruption Foundation set 
up by the late opposition 
activist Alexey Navalny as a 
“terrorist” group.

Russia’s list of 
“undesirable organisations” 
currently covers more than 
275 entities, including 
prominent independent 
news outlets and rights 
groups.

Kyiv’s lead negotiator 
resigns

Ukraine hit two ‘shadow 
fleet’ tankers in Black Sea


