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TEESTA IN LALMONIRHAT
Centuries-old rail bridge
puts commuters at risk

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

railway bridge beside the old one.

Railway Bridge in Lalmonirhat Sadar
upazila exceeded its lifespan, around 20
passenger trains continue to cross the
weakened structure every day, putting
thousands of commuters at risk.

Built during the British era and
stretching 2,100 feet, the bridge was
designed for a 100-year lifespan, which
expired in 2001. Yet it remains the
only rail link between Lalmonirhat
and Kurigram, forcing trains to run at

reduced speed.

Railway officials say the condition of
the bridge has deteriorated significantly in
recent years. The structure was once used
by both trains and vehicles, with wooden
decks laid over the tracks. Heavy vehicular
movement was stopped in 2012 after the
Roads and Highways Department built a
separate bridge for road traffic.

In 2019, the government initiated
a project to build a new broad-gauge

Engineers surveyed the bridge and
assured that work would begin soon. Six
years on, the project remains stuck at the
railway ministry with no visible progress.

“I've been travelling across this bridge
since childhood. It once felt strong, but
now it shakes every time,” said 68-year-
old Makhan Lal Das.

Locomotive Master Manik Islam said,
“We always slow down before entering
the bridge. We cross it with risk. Everyone
knows the condition is fragile.”

Lalmonirhat

Railway  Divisional

Engineer (Western Zone) Shipon Ali

confirmed that although the bridge
remains in use, its expired lifespan makes
it inherently unsafe. “The design work for
a new bridge has been completed. But
the project is awaiting approval at the
ministry. [ cannot say why the approval is
being delayed.”

He also said the railway authorities
have already sent proposals for approval
and budget allocation.

Farmers return home carrying freshly harvested Aman paddy at Jilkarkandi haor
in Sylhet Sadar upazila. This year’s good yield of hybrid Aman is expected to give
farmers 17 to 22 maunds of paddy per bigha, promising a successful harvest. The
photo was taken recently.
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Blatant disregard
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conducted by an
independent  committee
consisting of civil society
members, urban planners,
and anti-corruption
representatives.
Moreover, the court
instructed Rajuk o
introduce a fully digital
lottery system for land
allotments,  with  live
broadcasting, secure
audit trails, and encrypted
selection mechanisms o

climinate discretion and
manipulation.

The court also called for
recovery and redistribution
of illegally allotted plots.

“Rajuk shall audit all
past allotments to identify
multiple ownership
and allotments  made
in violation of rules. All
recovered plots shall be
re-allotted exclusively
to landless citizens and
eligible applicants,” the
verdict said.

Strictly enforce
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Akhtar said the EC’s
message was clear: all
agencies must fully
cooperate (o ensure a
fair, peaceful, and festive
election. “Each agency must
fulfil its responsibilities. No
one will be exempt il they
fail,” he added.

The home ministry
will lead law and order
operations, while the EC
will oversee coordination
through a central
monitoring cell, he said.

A Cyber Security Cell
will also be formed to
monitor social media and
counter  misinformation
and rumours. The EC will
coordinate with UNDP, the
Information Ministry, CID,
and fact-checking bodies.

Law  enforcers have
been instructed to
recover illegal arms,
collect licensed weapons,
increase surveillance,
and take action against
identified criminals. They
will also provide security
and support to returning
officers for postal voting,
said Akhtar.

Emphasis

has been

placed on securing
the transport of postal
ballots, maintaining full
surveillance, ensuring safe

custody with returning
officers, and ensuring
proper security during
counting.

The EC has also sought
cooperation from political
parties and candidates to
ensure  code-of-conduct
compliance from day one.
Akhtar acknowledged
that the EC has no forces
of its own and depends on
coordinated efforts among
law enforcement agencies,
all of whom have pledged
readiness.

Meanwhile, the EC
yesterday suspended the
registration of expatriate
postal voters in Bahrain,
Kuwait, Malaysia, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
the United Arab Emirates.

The process was halted
because many applicants
did not provide complete
and accurate
required for delivering
ballot  papers. Further
instructions will be issued
later, the EC said in a
statement.

addresses

Proper early
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impact in Bangladesh and
the region.

In his keynote speech,
Prof West reflected on his
five decades of research, that
began in Bangladesh during
the 1974 famine, across
Bangladesh, Nepal and
Indonesia, that has shaped
global understanding of
micronutrient deficiencies,
maternal nutrition and
child survival.

Talking about different
innovations of icddr’b, its
Executive Director Tahmeed
Ahmed said, “The impacts
that matter to us are not
research articles; what truly
matters is how our research
translates into action for the
people who need it most.”

Ajit Singh, high
commissioner of Canada to
Bangladesh, stressed that
economic progress and
development ambitions
cannot be sustained
without strong public
health systems that protect
the most vulnerable.

BNP to hold
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On December 9, Standing
Committee member Nazrul
Islam Khan will inaugurate

the programmes of
Swechchhasebak Dal and
Ulama Dal.

The programmes of

Jubo Dal and Krishak Dal
on December 10 will be
inaugurated by Standing
Committee member Mirza
Abbas. Fakhrul will again
inaugurate  the  BNP’s
programme on December 11.
The concluding day’s
event, on December 13,
will be inaugurated by
Standing Committee
member Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury.

Secondary, pry school Make maternal survival a nat’l
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demands,” Khayrun Nahar
Lipi, general secretary of
the Bangladesh Primary
Teachers’ Association, told
The Daily Star.

Primary teachers are
demanding elevation (o
the 10th grade, removal of
complications over higher-
grade benefits after 10 and
16 years of service, and
100 percent departmental
promotion from assistant
teacher to head teacher.

The platform earlier
began work abstention on
November 9, a day after
more than 100 teachers
were injured when police

charged batons, fired sound
grenades, and used water
cannons to disperse a march
towards Shahbagh from the
Central Shaheed Minar.

They postponed the
programme (wo days later
after receiving assurances
from officials of the finance
ministry and the primary
and  mass  education
ministry.

However, with “no clear or
visible progress” since those
talks, the Primary Teachers’
Demand  Implementation
Council said yesterday that
full-day abstention would
continue from Sunday until
further instructions.
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at  home, she stressed
the need to increase

institutional deliveries and
skilled attendance.

Only 38 percent of
women complete four
antenatal visits. Despite

progress, 54 percent of
maternal deaths occur
at home, mostly due to
bleeding and convulsions,
she said.

Speakers  called  for
expanding long-acting
contraceptive methods,

strengthening emergency
obstetric care, reducing
unnecessary caesarean
sections and improving
referral systems.

They said Bangladesh

must ensure skilled
midwives, essential
medicines and  strong

community awareness (o
meet SDG targets.
Prof Ferdousi Begum,

who leads the Maternal
Postpartum  Leadership
Development Initiative,

said the project focuses on
postpartum haemorrhage,
hypertensive disorders,
anacemia and preterm birth.
It is being implemented
in six countries, including
Bangladesh, with support
from the International
Federation of Gynaecology
and Obstetrics, she said.
Ferdousi also presented

the project’s innovation,
the Dhaka Drape -- a low-
cost calibrated drape made
from local poly bags to
measure blood loss during
childbirth. The tool is part
of the global EMOTIVE
method for managing PPH.

She said OGSB’s
nationwide network
including branches in
Khulna, Sylhet, Rangpur,
Dinajpur, Faridpur,
Bogura, Pabna, Tangail,
LAMB Hospital and private
clinics — is helping spread
improved practices beyond
the six project sites.

The eventwasmoderated
by Project Manager Dr
Mahfuja Khanam.
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