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School ground occupied
for fair without approval

MONG SING HAI MARMA, Bandarban

A 15-day craft and cottage industry
fair is being organised on the
playground of Mro Residential
High School in Suwalak union
under Bandarban Sadar upazila
without permission from the school
authorities and at a time when
students’ annual examinations are
underway.

The organisers said the fair has
been arranged under the banner of
a group named Red July Movement
in memory of the July uprising
martyrs, with permission from the
local authorities.

The school authorities, however,
said no approval was given for using
the school grounds.

During a visit on November
26, this correspondent found
the playground fenced off with
corrugated iron sheets, with
numerous temporary stalls and
exhibition booths inside.

According to school sources,
the school is operated under the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Development
Board, and currently has 298
residential students. The annual
examinations began on November
20 and are ongoing. Primary-level
annual examinations will start on
December 1.

“After the annual exams, the
students have sports competitions

and Victory Day events to prepare
for, and they need the ground for
practice as it is the only open space
available. Due to the fair, they are
unable to use the ground,” said Md
Shah Newaz, the school’s sports
teacher.

Asif Igbal, district convener of
Red July Movement, claimed the fair
is being held on the school ground
with the consent of the headteacher.
“Since students are sitting for
exams, we're running the fair from
2:00pm to 6:00pm daily. The Red
July Movement is not directly
involved with the fair, we only
assisted in obtaining administrative
clearances,” he said.

“The organisers came (o seek
permission, but we did not grant
permission considering the ongoing
annual exams. They still organised
the fair citing permission from local
authorities. The matter has also
been reported to the Chittagong
Hill Tracts Development Board,” said
headteacher Md Mohin Uddin.

Md Ramzan Ali, the fair’s
organiser, claimed, “We have
obtained necessary approvals from
the district administration and
the superintendent of police in
Bandarban.”

He also said that since the
school falls under Suwalak union,
its chairman, Ukyanu Marma has
been given responsibility for overall

supervision of the fair.

Ramzan declined to elaborate
further and instead invited this
correspondent for a “discussion over
tea”.

Contacted, Ukyanu Marma said
he heard a 15-day fair is being held
but denied any involvement.

According to the permission
letter issued by Senior Assistant
Commissioner (Judicial Munshi
Branch) Md Fayzur Rahman, the
organisers must comply with
16 conditions, failing which the
authorities may shut down the fair
without notice.

The third and fifth conditions
state that the fair must not be
held in areas inhabited by small
ethnic communities and it must
respectfully highlight local culture,
traditions and artisanal work. Both
conditions have been violated.

Contacted, Shamim Ara
Rini, deputy commissioner of
Bandarban, said, “Permission to the
fair was granted based on the 16
conditions.”

She acknowledged that the
organisers did not obtain permission
from the school authorities to use
the ground.

Asked how the field could be
approved while examinations are
underway and without consent from
the school, she said, “I will look into
it,” before hanging up.

Five students
stabbed
in clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

Five students were stabbed
during a clash between
two groups in a madrasa
in  Gazipur’s  Sreepur
upazila over a trivial matter
yesterday.

The incident took place at
Khaliliya Dakhil Madrasa in
Garran village of the upazila.

“A clash broke out

between (wo groups of
students over seating on a
bench. Five students of class
10 were injured in the attack
by the class 9 students.
They were later treated at a
hospital,” said Sreepur Police
Station  Officer-in-Charge
Mohammad Abdul Barik.
“No complaints have
beenreceived in connection
with the incident,” added

the OC.

Gazipur District
Education Officer
Mohammad Al Mamun

Talukder said, “I have asked
the secondary education
officer to take action...”

A protest march and a rally were held yesterday on
the Dhaka Kishoreganj highway in Gazipur’s Kapasia
upazila in protest against the proposal to abolish
the Directorate General of Nursing and Midwifery
(DGNM) and merge it with another department.

The
implementation of an eight-point demand.

The demonstrations were organised outside
the Kapasia Upazila Health Complex at Targaon
intersection around 12:00pm, joined by the teachers
and students of Syeda Zohra Tajuddin Nursing
College and nurses of the upazila health complex.

Their demands include forming a National
Nursing Commission, ensuring promotion and
supernumerary promotion for nurses from Grade
9 to Grade 4, and upgrading the posts of nursing
supervisor and nursing instructor from Grade 10 to
Grade 9.

protesters

Proposed merger of
nursing directorate
protested in

Gazipur
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also  pressed for the

CHETTRA RIVER IN BRAHMANBARIA
[.ocals sutler due to
lack of concrete bridge

MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

More than 1 lakh residents of around 15
villages in Sarail upazila of Brahmanbaria
facing difliculties
with connectivity due to absence of a
permanent concrete bridge over the

have long been

Chettra River.

Since 1997, the locals have
been using a 900-foot bamboo
bridge to cross the river, which
takes them a considerably
long time to reach their
destinations, especially
those located in the upazila
headquarters, around 15
kilometres away.

Villagers say their sufferings
become unbearable in monsoon

when the river swells and the bamboo
bridge becomes risky, especially for
students, women, the elderly and patients.

Locals say the bamboo bridge was first
constructed in 1997 by Rahmat Ali and
Mozor Mia from Ranidia village at a cost
of Tk 2 lakh. Since then, villages have been

voluntarily contributing with funds and

“Before

-~ manual labour (o repair it once every year
in the Bangla month of Kartik.

every national election,

local candidates promise to construct
a permanent bridge over the river, but
none ever kept their promise,” said Md

Igbal Hossain Mridha, principal of Aruail
Abdus Sattar Degree College.

for a bridge over the river had been sent
earlier and received approval in principle.

“Feasibility
conducted, and soil tests will follow
before design work begins. Hopefully it
will receive full approval in the upcoming
pre-Ecnec session,” he added.

Aruail upP chairman

Mosharral Hossain Bhuiyan

said the villagers have never
received any government
assistance for the repair

or reconstruction of the
bamboo bridge.
Md Ibrahim Khalil,

executive engineer of LGED
in Brahmanbaria, said a proposal

HALDA RIVER
Two held with
sand-laden

bulkhead
sent to jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Ctg

Two labourers arrested
with  a  sand-carrying
bulkhead from the Halda
river in Chattogram were
sent to jail yesterday by the
Chattogram Senior Judicial
Magistrate Court-6.

The arrestees are
Mohammad Solaiman,
22, of Bhola Sadar, and
Mohammad Kalam, 32,
also from the same district.

They were detained
on Wednesday evening
from the Katakhali canal
near Boruapara in South

Madarsha union of
Hathazari wupazila, said
Mohammad Habibur
Rahman, sub-inspector
of the Halda River Police
Outpost.

Police also seized a
bulkhead from their
possession.

SI  Habibur Rahman

later filed a case with
Hathazari Police Station,
after which the two were
shown arrested around
midnight.

Asked why the owner of
the bulkhead was not made
an accused, he said police
could not initially identify
the owner.

“If others are found to
be involved during the
investigation, their names
will be included in the
charge sheet,” he added.

PRAYER
TIMING

NOVEMBER 28

Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5-10 12-30 3-45 5-19 7-00
JAMAAT 5-45 1-15 4-00 5-22 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
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