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Fulki to mark 
50th anniv 
with children’s 
marathon
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Fulki is set to celebrate 
its 50th anniversary with 
the “Children’s Marathon 
Run”, emphasising its 
commitment to promoting 
healthy child development.

The marathon, 
exclusively for children 
and teenagers, will be held 
at CRB on December 12, 
according to a press release.

The event will include 
races based on age groups: 
1km for Grades 1-2; 2km for 
Grades 3-5; and 5km for 
Grades 6-10.

Notably, students from 
any educational institution 
across Bangladesh are 
eligible to register and 
participate.

The release also added 
that Everest conqueror and 
mountaineer Babar Ali will 
serve as a motivational figure 
for the young participants.

HALDA RIVER

Two held with 
sand-laden 
bulkhead 
sent to jail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

Two labourers arrested 
with a sand-carrying 
bulkhead from the Halda 
river in Chattogram were 
sent to jail yesterday by the 
Chattogram Senior Judicial 
Magistrate Court-6.

The arrestees are 
Mohammad Solaiman, 
22, of Bhola Sadar, and 
Mohammad Kalam, 32, 
also from the same district.

They were detained 
on Wednesday evening 
from the Katakhali canal 
near Boruapara in South 
Madarsha union of 
Hathazari upazila, said 
Mohammad Habibur 
Rahman, sub-inspector 
of the Halda River Police 
Outpost.

Police also seized a 
bulkhead from their 
possession.

SI Habibur Rahman 
later filed a case with 
Hathazari Police Station, 
after which the two were 
shown arrested around 
midnight.

Asked why the owner of 
the bulkhead was not made 
an accused, he said police 
could not initially identify 
the owner. 

“If others are found to 
be involved during the 
investigation, their names 
will be included in the 
charge sheet,” he added.

MONG SING HAI MARMA, Bandarban

A 15-day craft and cottage industry 
fair is being organised on the 
playground of Mro Residential 
High School in Suwalak union 
under Bandarban Sadar upazila 
without permission from the school 
authorities and at a time when 
students’ annual examinations are 
underway.

The organisers said the fair has 
been arranged under the banner of 
a group named Red July Movement 
in memory of the July uprising 
martyrs, with permission from the 
local authorities.

The school authorities, however, 
said no approval was given for using 
the school grounds.

During a visit on November 
26, this correspondent found 
the playground fenced off with 
corrugated iron sheets, with 
numerous temporary stalls and 
exhibition booths inside. 

According to school sources, 
the school is operated under the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts Development 
Board, and currently has 298 
residential students. The annual 
examinations began on November 
20 and are ongoing. Primary-level 
annual examinations will start on 
December 1.

“After the annual exams, the 
students have sports competitions 

and Victory Day events to prepare 
for, and they need the ground for 
practice as it is the only open space 
available. Due to the fair, they are 
unable to use the ground,” said Md 
Shah Newaz, the school’s sports 
teacher.

Asif Iqbal, district convener of 
Red July Movement, claimed the fair 
is being held on the school ground 
with the consent of the headteacher. 
“Since students are sitting for 
exams, we’re running the fair from 
2:00pm to 6:00pm daily. The Red 
July Movement is not directly 
involved with the fair, we only 
assisted in obtaining administrative 
clearances,” he said.

“The organisers came to seek 
permission, but we did not grant 
permission considering the ongoing 
annual exams. They still organised 
the fair citing permission from local 
authorities. The matter has also 
been reported to the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts Development Board,” said 
headteacher Md Mohin Uddin.

Md Ramzan Ali, the fair’s 
organiser, claimed, “We have 
obtained necessary approvals from 
the district administration and 
the superintendent of police in 
Bandarban.”

He also said that since the 
school falls under Suwalak union, 
its chairman, Ukyanu Marma has 
been given responsibility for overall 

supervision of the fair.
Ramzan declined to elaborate 

further and instead invited this 
correspondent for a “discussion over 
tea”.

Contacted, Ukyanu Marma said 
he heard a 15-day fair is being held 
but denied any involvement.

According to the permission 
letter issued by Senior Assistant 
Commissioner (Judicial Munshi 
Branch) Md Fayzur Rahman, the 
organisers must comply with 
16 conditions, failing which the 
authorities may shut down the fair 
without notice.

The third and fifth conditions 
state that the fair must not be 
held in areas inhabited by small 
ethnic communities and it must 
respectfully highlight local culture, 
traditions and artisanal work. Both 
conditions have been violated.

Contacted, Shamim Ara 
Rini, deputy commissioner of 
Bandarban, said, “Permission to the 
fair was granted based on the 16 
conditions.” 

She acknowledged that the 
organisers did not obtain permission 
from the school authorities to use 
the ground.

Asked how the field could be 
approved while examinations are 
underway and without consent from 
the school, she said, “I will look into 
it,” before hanging up.

School ground occupied 
for fair without approval
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Ports asked to hoist 
cautionary signal 1

UNB, Ctg

Maritime ports of Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Mongla 
and Payra have been advised to keep distant 
cautionary signal No 1 hoisted as the depression 
over the southwest Bay of Bengal and adjoining Sri 
Lanka coast intensified into a deep depression over 
the same area.

It was centred at 9:00am yesterday about 
2,035km southwest of Chattogram port, 1,975km 
southwest of Cox’s Bazar port, 1,945km southwest 
of Mongla port and 1,930km southwest of Payra 
port, said a special bulletin of the Met office.

It is likely to move north-northwestwards and 
intensify further.

Maximum sustained wind speed within 48km of 
the deep depression centre is about 50kph, rising to 
60kph in gusts or squalls. The sea will remain rough 
near the deep depression centre.

All fishing boats and trawlers in North Bay have 
been advised not to venture into the deep sea till 
further notice.
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MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

More than 1 lakh residents of around 15 
villages in Sarail upazila of Brahmanbaria 
have long been facing difficulties 
with connectivity due to absence of a 
permanent concrete bridge over the 
Chettra River.

Since 1997, the locals have 
been using a 900-foot bamboo 
bridge to cross the river, which 
takes them a considerably 
long time to reach their 
destinations, especially 
those located in the upazila 
headquarters, around 15 
kilometres away.

Villagers say their sufferings 
become unbearable in monsoon 
when the river swells and the bamboo 
bridge becomes risky, especially for 
students, women, the elderly and patients.

Locals say the bamboo bridge was first 
constructed in 1997 by Rahmat Ali and 
Mozor Mia from Ranidia village at a cost 
of Tk 2 lakh. Since then, villages have been 

voluntarily contributing with funds and 
manual labour to repair it once every year 
in the Bangla month of Kartik.

“Before every national election, 
local candidates promise to construct 
a permanent bridge over the river, but 
none ever kept their promise,” said Md 
Iqbal Hossain Mridha, principal of Aruail 

Abdus Sattar Degree College.
Aruail UP chairman 

Mosharraf Hossain Bhuiyan 
said the villagers have never 
received any government 
assistance for the repair 
or reconstruction of the 

bamboo bridge.
Md Ibrahim Khalil, 

executive engineer of LGED 
in Brahmanbaria, said a proposal 

for a bridge over the river had been sent 
earlier and received approval in principle.

“Feasibility studies have been 
conducted, and soil tests will follow 
before design work begins. Hopefully it 
will receive full approval in the upcoming 
pre-Ecnec session,” he added.

CHETTRA RIVER IN BRAHMANBARIA

Locals suffer due to 
lack of concrete bridge


