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Businesses should unlock
ceramic export potential: adviser

BTRC vows stable

Govt aims

handset prices Kamngaman, Tom)
PRAN-RFL  Group, said
after NFIR launch i ' 5 2

processing market is valued
at $4 trillion, Bangladesh

Four-day Ceramic Expo Bangladesh begins in Dhaka
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Commerce Adviser Sk Bashir
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sector, which grew rapidly within
a decade.
“Because

we stll  have

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The telecom regulator will remain vigilant to ensure
that local mobile manufacturers do not hike handset

currently accounts for
only $1 billion, meaning
the country has significant
potential in this sector.

Uddin has wurged businesses
to fully tap into the country’s
growing ceramic industry and
transform it into a stronger
export-oriented sector.

He made the «call while
inaugurating the Ceramic Expo
Bangladesh 2025 as the chief guest
at the International Convention
City Bashundhara in Purbachal,
Dhaka yesterday, according to a
press release.

More than 70 factories
producing tableware, tiles,
sanitary ware, and other ceramic
products are currently operating
in Bangladesh.

The domestic market for these
items stands at around Tk 8,000
crore annually. Production and
investment in the industry have
surged by nearly 150 percent over
the past decade.

Bangladesh  now  exports
ceramic products to over 50
countries, earning approximately
Tk 5 billion a vyear. Overall
investment in the sector has
exceeded Tk 18,000 crore,
while nearly five lakh people are

Commerce Adviser Sk Bashir Uddin visits a stall after inaugurating
the “Fourth Ceramic Expo 2025” at the International Convention City

Bashundhara in Purbachal, Dhaka yesterday.

employed directly and indirectly.
Calling for constructive
engagement from the business
community, the adviser said, “Not
just complaints, but come up with
logical, acceptable, and realistic
proposals.  The  government
is supportive of you. We are
obliged to ensure your facilities.
But it must be based on fair and
standard industrial conduct.”

He added that the country’s
shifting political landscape has
made it clear that “connection-

cost
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challenges
competitiveness,
innovation,
productivity,
management. We need to identify
these and move towards realistic
solutions,” he added.

Organised by the Bangladesh
Ceramic
Exporters Association (BCMEA),
the four-day fair will run until
November 30.

A total of 135 organisations and
300 brands from 25 countries,
including
participating in the expo. Around
500 international representatives
and buyers from the sector are

sustainable
design
logistics efficiency,
and energy

in

Manufacturers and

Bangladesh, are

also attending.

Ceramic
2025, one of the largest ceramic
exhibitions in Asia, will feature

Expo Bangladesh

based business” will no longer three seminars, a job fair,
be effective. “The time is now business-to-business (B2B) and
for skills, competence, and business-to-consumer (B2C)
technology,” he said. meetings, live demonstrations,

The adviser also questioned
why the ceramic industry has
not achieved export prominence
similar to the ready-made garment

spot orders, raffle draws, and new
product launches.

The fair will remain open to
visitors from 10am to 6pm daily.

prices after the launch of the National Equipment

Identity

commissioner of the Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC).
He said the BTRC is already monitoring current

However, he noted that
gaps in product variety
and quality prevent many
producers from meeting

Register (NEIR), said Mahmud Hossain,

handset prices in the market. high international
“It is keeping detailed records of how much each standards. o
handset model costs right now, so that no one can Kamal also criticised
increase prices after the NEIR launch,” he said. the complex regulatory
Hossain spoke at a seminar titled “The Importance process for agricultural
of the NEIR System in Fnsuring the Use of Legal exports, which “requires

and Safe Handsets,” organised by the Telecom and
Technology Reporters’ Network Bangladesh (TRNB) at
the RAOWA Complex in Dhaka yesterday.

Asked whether NEIR would push up handset prices,
he said the BTRC has lifted all restrictions on handset
sales by
allow them to sell devices in instalments by locking the
device or SIMs.

He expressed hope that after NEIR is launched,
manufacturers will increase production volume, which

approvals from 18 different
departments”, raising both
costs and timelines.

He argued that a one-
stop service and stronger
country  branding are
essential, alongside
improvements in quality
control and internationally
accredited laboratories.

mobile operators through provisions that

will ultimately bring down handset prices. Currently, he  said
Brig Gen Md Aminul Hoque, director general at the many tests must be
BTRC, said a huge number of handsets are currently conducted abroad, as
being cloned in the market. Bangladesh Standards
Citing BTRC’s database, he said around 50 lakh and Testing Institution

handsets are active against only five valid IMEI
numbers, indicating widespread cloning.

An IMEI is a unique 15-digit identifier assigned to
every mobile device, enabling regulators and operators
to track, verify authenticity, block stolen phones, and
ensure network access for legal handsets.

(BSTI) standards are not
recognised globally.
Ensuring quality from
farm to table, he said, is
critical to guaranteeing
safe food.
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High NPLs creating

FROM PAGE Bl

fiscal support, more
effective tax administration,
banking sector reforms,
and comprehensive  skill
development to  build
a resilient, competitive
economy.

Meanwhile, chairing the
event, Zaidi Sattar, chairman
of PRI, said the Real Effective
Exchange Rate (REER) index
- which measures price
competitiveness against
trading partners - has been
rising since May, causing
concerns for exporters.

A rising REER signals
that Bangladeshi goods are
becoming relatively more
expensive in global markets.

“The Bangladesh Bank
can no longer purchase
dollars from the market
to depreciate the taka;
therefore, loosening import
restrictions is the only viable
option. This would also
benefit exporters,” he added.

The central bank has
been purchasing dollars
from the market to rebuild
foreign exchange reserves
and maintain stability in
the exchange rate in recent
months.

Nasiruddin Ahmed,
former chairman of the
National Board of Revenue
(NBR), called for allowing
politicians to formulate
tax policy and the business
community, instead of
bureaucrats, some of whom
he believes contribute to

the problem.

He also highlighted
employment and the lack
of quality, job-oriented
education as major national
concerns that the next
government must address.

Wasel Bin Shadat,
research director at public-
private dialogue platform
Business Initiative Leading
Development (BUILD), raised
concerns over fairness in
implementing penalties for
tax-related violations.

“Compliant taxpayers
are being penalised, which
goes against the principle
of tax justice. This is one
of the main reasons why
85 percent of the economy
remains informal,” he said.

Moreover, he said election
manifestos across political
parties fail to address the
economic  situation with
sufficient seriousness.

AKM Atiqur Rahman,
professor at North South
University, said the July
uprising led to the disclosure
of the true scale of rising
NPLs. Otherwise, he said the
figures would have remained
hidden, raising doubts
about the economy’s ability
to sustain itself.

He  emphasised  the
urgent need for export
diversification beyond RMG,
warning that potential
Trump-era tariffs and a

REER above 6 percent
are  already  weakening
competitiveness.

Default loans

FROM PAGE Bl

Debapriya, who headed
a panel on the white
paper on the state of
Bangladesh’s economy,
said  the  bureaucracy
provided strong support to
the previous government
in carrying out its
misappropriations.

“If we have (0 name
two or three individuals,
the head of the central
bank would be among
the key accused. Within
this entire process, his
wrongdoing is particularly

serious because it was
his responsibility to
ensure accountability,

transparency and related
matters,” he said.

At the event, he lauded
the role of economic
reporters for uncovering
issues, including loan
scams during the tenure
of the Awami League
government ousted in
August last year. Now, they
can play a significant role
in accelerating efforts to
bring transparency and
carry out reforms.

Responding to another
question on the interim
government’s move (o sign
deals with foreign investors
for the operation of two
terminals at the Chattogram
port, he said, despite the
slow pace of reforms in
other areas, the government

moved fast here.
“In. one area the
government undertook

no reforms at all, yet in
another area it completed
such a major task within
18 days,” he said. “I was
stunned. This means that

if you want to, you can.
Then why was it not done
elsewhere?”

This means that
somewhere there remains
a lack of political intent, a
lack of incentives, he said.

If good work is not done
properly, and if stakeholder
participation does not take
place with transparency,
then such work does not
become sustainable, he
said.

Moreover, among the
three port agreements,
one was started during
the previous government,
and yet, even in that case,
we did not see proper

transparency.
“The overall lack of
transparency has given

me room (o doubt your
intentions. As a result, you
have handled the entire
matter in such a way that
you have created a burden
for the next government.”

“What I fear is that, in
the end, this may stand as
a negative example when it
comes to attracting foreign
direct investment.”

Later at the event,
Md Faruque Hossain,
a former secretary and
now procurement policy
consultant, said theinitiatives
to hire a foreign operator
for the Laldia terminal were
taken several years ago.

So, it cannot be said that
the process was completed
in 13 days.

Debapriya also criticised
the government for its
inertia in  undertaking
reform in line with the
recommendations of the
Media Reform Commission.
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e-Tender Notice-|Mym-02]

| Tender Package No. & descniption Location of the Tender'proposal | Tender/proposal
No. 8] works/supply document last closmg &
selling date & opening date &
timie time
1181 180 MYM/GOB Ayman/Bridge-1 Muktagacha, 14-Dec-2025 15-Dec-2025
Construction of 20m Span Mymensingh 4:-0fpm 3:00pm

Bridge over Ayman River at
Payarkand: Village m Upazila-
Muktagacha, Distnict-
Mymensingh under
Mymensingh WD Division,
BWDB, Mymensingh dunng
the financial year 2025-26.

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National -GP Portal and no offline/hard copies
will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System Portal (hitp.'woww eprocure prov bd)
15 required. The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the Nabional e-GP Sysiem Portal have 1o be
deposited online through any registered bank's branches up 1o banking hours as stated on Tender Notice, Further
mformation and guidelines are available i the National e-GP System Ponal and from e-GP help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure gov.bd) (01762625528-31) (hup.//www eprocure, gov.bd),

- e20/20%8-2000

@zu-wa’

= (A ChEE )

Gxo
Shameem Hasnain Mahmod
[D No. 910318002
Executive Engineer
GD-2581 DB, Mymecsiogh. |
qreaTT AT @b
BiETals fstl, 6
www.supremecourt.gov.bd
T@ wadq [Refe
@FE AT | AR @ WA ATl sunw
4 e e eI 5N o, bl
3 #EH alseiea A calb, aiErel fe, o
o Hesle AfEHTE A & B st A2 o, BEeh e, w5, v
8 AuaEs wfEHaE (G AT AL
@ AeEET HEE e o
U AT WIS [ T AHEE wh, TEen MewiE Tmew Rewes
womweE e el e T ST FIE TEEaT
fofem srerem (b oilha (5RE) o )
4 wama [y w9 aaf20%0-¥k
br e = AT FY-th/203¢-38
» | wHemE T A Y
So | o AT e T WA AR
5y A 9 wufEen TeN iR ey 2ineh
2 EHA AR (=iure ) Hrure S
Yo | e oG UG
28 _Aule A
e T wavE el
M | vEHE gEeE Sl siefun/yonefEE
59 wawe wieel et wwH FEFAR Ty IRET g5 b, s wens &
o WO SRS I (T An-T-308) cUpe HiEe Ay
B R
H wavE wiew FiETEE e Az wEN (0, SEceh R F9 Ao, ¥ 9, T

b} §aviE ety o o

s3fvy/8030fER 03, oo TBF Al

o | T e Wi A T 4 e 3823 3054MEn S 3300 Wb 1y
¥ | IE BEEICH T, A e N R T R
% wHutelly aramrys wles e

23 2w SEhie o e

AfeTa Cena WrEMTEa e, AT iﬁ"; Ch, i, D)

yo | o 9 (Rl Aelel Ree ] & (HAACEd [alfas g

o waelg P Tee T o9l sours

38 | TACENTEMIEE CHME]
o3¢ ¢ BRRME wwe ooy

wFE sfebarrt WEa-3000 4 HAET ofFiarws A

4TS A

a0 e wlerre el A9 3, q00/- (48 i) ‘ﬂ‘.t'h:—l_ﬂ”'- (SIS
&b 71 Fa HHE e wae | waieE Ay
2o | @e% | Wb e eferm | mene 38w b, | 8,00,000/- Ee Aestigem =i
Al AT S sl =, o | (caasae) s wo (b))
39 | TAME SEAEEE TEeEE A WA TEFIW I TEE A
A TRV WEAHEE FATOE A e CEE, A 1AW &0
i | WA WA e B F A-bod, 99 T (5 o) e 38 00, 79, 6
oo | TENE BEAWEEE A (AT 931 03-3380k>ans, T F948 03-33990 2ot
CRSIATSHE S
@y FoE R e o e Wil 4 cure e weee gosl e alfee s o mwel Rogw
Lag .
e ey T
2p-ll-2025%
FSIEA WES
o CEeg e ()
GD-2515 e 218w

Titrah e, mRE




