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Residents are rescued on a boat in flood waters in Hat Yai in Thailand’s southern Songkhla province yesterday,
as severe flooding affected thousands of people in the country’s south following days of heavy rain. Tens of
thousands of people in Thailand and neighbouring Malaysia were displaced by widespread flooding, with streets
submerged and at least 34 dead, officials said.
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Israel launches new ops
in northern West Bank

Five Palestinians killed in Gaza tunnel clash

AGENCIES

The Israeli military vyesterday
announcedanew “counterterrorism”
operation in the north of the
occupied West Bank.

The military and internal security
service said in a joint statement that
they “began operating as part of a
broad counterterrorism operation in
the area of northern Samaria”, using
the Israeli biblical term for part of
the West Bank.

In response (o a question from
AFP, the Israeli army said the
operation was new and not part
of its counterterrorism operation
launched in January 2025, which
primarily targets Palestinian refugee
camps.

Violence in the West Bank, which
Israel has occupied since 1967, has
soared since the Hamas attack on
Israel triggered the Gaza war in
October 2023. It has not ceased
despite the fragile truce in effect in
Gaza since October 10.

Sudan army
chief calls on
Trump to end
country’s war

AFP, Port Sudan

Sudan’s army chief Abdel
Fattah al-Burhan, at war
with a rival paramilitary
group since April 2023,
called on US President
Donald Trump yesterday
o bring peace.

“The Sudanese people
now look to Washington
to take the next step: to
build on the US president’s
honesty and work with us
- and those in the region

who genuinely seek peace

1,000 Palestinians killed
in West Bank since start
of Gaza war

Israel returns 19
Palestinian bodies to Gaza

Israeli troops or settlers have
killed more than 1,000 Palestinians
in the West Bank since the start of
the war, according to an AFP tally
based on Palestinian health ministry
figures.

Meanwhile, Israel’s army said it
killed five Palestinians on Tuesday
who had probably emerged from
a tunnel network in Rafah in the
southern Gaza Strip.

“During the troops’ searches in
the area, five armed terrorists were
identified and eliminated,” it said
in a statement. “They were likely the
terrorists who emerged from the

underground terror infrastructure
in castern Rafah.”

During talks on Sunday with the
head of Egyptian intelligence on the
second phase of the Gaza ceasefire
agreement, Hamas said it had raised
the fate of fighters in Rafah with
whom it had lost contact.

The health ministry in Hamas-
run Gaza said yesterday Israel
returned the bodies of 15 Palestinian
prisoners under the US-brokered
ceasefire exchange deal.

On Tuesday, Israel said it had
received the coffin of a hostage
held in Gaza, with the remains
undergoing forensic examination to
determine their identity.

In a separate development, the
British government’s decision to
ban pro-Palestinian  campaign
group Palestine Action as a
terrorist organisation was set to be
challenged in court yesterday, with
lawyers representing a co-founder
arguing it is a misuse of anti-
terrorism laws.

St Paul police fire pepper balls at protesters and journalists after a federal
immigration raid on a home in St Paul, Minnesota, US on Tuesday.
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AIR DEFENCE SYSTEM
Turkish firms ink

-- to end this war,” Sudan’s
de facto leader wrote in
an op-ed published in The
Wall Street Journal.

Turkish defence companies signed $6.5
billion worth of contracts to reinforce
and develop Turkey’s integrated, multi-

Attempts to broker
peace between Burhan
and his one-time deputy,
Rapid Support Forces
commander Mohamed
Hamdan Daglo, have
repeatedly failed over the
course of the war that has
killed tens of thousands,
displaced 12 million and
created the world’s largest
hunger and displacement
crises.

Trump took an interest
in the war for the first time
last week, vowing he would
end it after Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman urged him to get
involved.

layered ‘Steel Dome’ air defence
system, the Turkish Defence
Industries Presidency (SSB)
said yesterday.
Nato member
Turkey,  which in |
recent  years  has |
significantly ramped
up its defence industry |
production and reduced
dependence on external
suppliers, first announced

$6.5bn Steel Dome deals

REUTERS, Ankara most advanced military with hundreds
of US-supplied F-15, F-16 and F-35
fighters - on Turkey’s neighbours Iran
and Syria, as well as on Lebanon and

Qatar, unnerved Ankara in the last

year and pushed it to ramp up

air power and air defence

to counter any possible
threats.

Turkey has also

. become a leading
| manufacturer and
exporter of armed
drones, with these
being used in conflicts
in Ukraine, Syria,
Nagorno-Karabakh, and

UKRAINE PEACE PUSH

Russia backs parts of US plan

AGENCIES

Russia has seen the latest copy of
a US plan to end the Ukraine war
and views some of it positively, but
other points require discussion, the
Kremlin said yesterday.

In comments to a Russian state TV
reporter, Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov
said the new draft required “truly
serious analysis” and that Russia had
not yet discussed it with anyone.

“Some aspects can be viewed
positively, but many require special
discussions among experts,”
Ushakov told a state TV reporter.

Washington’s latest plan has not yet
been published.

Kremlin  spokesman  Dmitry
Peskov said yesterday that it was
premature to speak about striking
a peace deal in the near future on
Ukraine, the Interfax news agency
reported.

When asked by reportersif a peace
deal was close, Peskov answered:
“Wait, it’s premature to say that yet.”

US President Donald Trump
announced Tuesday that it was a
“fine-tuned” version of an earlier
28-point plan that would have seen
Ukraine withdraw from its Donetsk

region and cut the size of its army,
points that Kyiv had criticised.

Ukraine said later it had reached
an “understanding” with the US and
that the two sides had pared back
some of the points it disagreed with
following talks in Geneva.

US officials will now meet with
both sides in the hope of finalising
the agreement, Trump said Tuesday.

The Kremlin confirmed earlier
yesterday that US special envoy Steve
Witkofl would visit Moscow next
week to meet with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, reports AFP.

plans to build its Steel Dome
- similar to Israel’s Iron Dome
system - in July 2024.

The project is comprised of 47
components, including radars, missiles,
electro-optical ~ sensors, command
and control centers, and air defense
clements with different ranges.

Strikes by Israel - the Middle East’s

across Africa.
In a statement, SSB Chairman
Haluk Gorgun said the contractsincluded
combat systems and their advanced
versions, which would be developed by
Roketsan, adding that the ‘Steel Dome’
would be made of fully domestic systems.
Gorgun said the contracts would
help increase Turkey’s deterrence.
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