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Two Gazipur 
cops stabbed 
during raid
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Gazipur

Two policemen of Gazipur 
Metropolitan Sadar Police 
Station were injured after 
being stabbed by robbers in 
Gazipur early yesterday.

The injured are Assistant 
Sub-Inspector Abdur Rashid 
and Constable Saiful Islam.

O f f i c e r - i n - C h a r g e 
Mehedi Hasan said the 
attack took place in 
Madhya Bhora area of the 
city around 12:30am when 
police conducted a raid in 
the area on Monday night.

A group of robbers 
suddenly assaulted the 
officers with sharp weapons, 
leaving both of them seriously 
injured. Hearing their 
screams, nearby residents 
rushed to the spot, prompting 
the robbers to flee.

The injured were taken 
to Gazipur Shaheed 
Tajuddin Ahmad Medical 
College Hospital.

The hospital’s Director 
Mohammad Aminul Islam 
said they were undergoing 
treatment.

Living on the edge
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recommendations were 
never implemented.

According to the office 
of the DU Director of 
Accounts, around Tk 22 
crore was spent on hall 
maintenance over the last 
five fiscal years. Meanwhile, 
the chief engineer noted 
that renovating a single hall 
fully would cost around Tk 
20 crore.

“If the authorities lack 
the capacity to maintain 
existing structures, they 
should not construct new 
ones,” he added.

During Friday’s 
5.7-magnitude quake, a 
resident jumped from the 
second floor of Shahidullah 
Hall, fearing the building 
might collapse. He avoided 
major injuries, said the 
hall union’s vice president, 
Tarekul Islam.

“We already knew the 
building was vulnerable. 
Still, around 400 students 
live here. Old cracks on the 
beams have spread after the 
earthquake,” Tarekul said.

That same day, a group 
of Mohsin Hall students 
moved into empty flats at 
the 20-storey Swadhinota 

Bhaban -- meant for third-
class university staffers -- to 
protest the long-standing 
inaction.

“This has been a problem 
for years,” said third-year 
resident Md Ramzan. “We 
protested six months ago, 
but nothing changed. After 
the earthquake, it became a 
matter of life and death. We 
are not here permanently -- 
just until they fix our hall.”

Fourth-year student 
Robiul Islam added, “While 
you sleep, the ceiling could 
fall. If staff have comfortable 
flats, why must we live with 
such uncertainty, especially 
when many of them rent 
out their allotted houses 
instead of staying there?”

At Kabi Jashimuddin 
Hall, two students were 
injured when ceiling plaster 
fell during the quake, said 
hall union vice president 
Muhammad Osman Gani. 

“Three students broke 
their legs while running 
downstairs during the 
earthquake,” he added.

On Sunday, Jashimuddin 
Hall union leaders 
submitted a memorandum 
demanding that the hall be 
rebuilt from scratch.

Don’t appoint
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The CEC further noted 
that observers should not 
attempt to intervene in 
irregularities but must 
document and report 
them accurately, as their 
recommendations will play 
a crucial role in identifying 
management gaps and 
procedural lapses, helping 
to shape future reforms.

He stressed the 
commission’s single agenda 
is to deliver a credible, fair, 
and transparent election to 
the nation.

Observer organisations 
at the dialogue raised 
several proposals, including 
arranging pre-polls training 
for observers, providing 
lunch for observers in some 

cases, issuing them identity 
cards ahead of the polls, 
and organising publicity 
regarding referendums.

In response, Election 
Commissioner Abul Fazal Md 
Sanaullah said it is not the 
commission’s responsibility 
to finance or arrange training 
for observer organisations. 

The EC will assist 
observers in carrying out 
their work as per their 
guidelines and they will 
be issued identity cards 
online, he added.

Meanwhile, the EC will 
hold a “mock voting” on 
November 29 at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar Govt High 
School with 1,500 voters, 
said Ruhul Amin Mallik, EC’s 
director of public relations.

Khokon Pal, 46, prepares a traditional kiln to fire clay pitchers in Shimuleshwar village of Jhalakathi, Barishal. 
About 100 pitchers -- used in religious rituals as well as wedding ceremonies -- are sold wholesale for Tk 
2,000. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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keep moving, but our 
attitude will determine its 
course.”

The 16 Days of Activism 
is a reminder and a 
concerted effort we must 
make every single day, she 
added. 

Speakers stressed the 
urgent need for stronger 
protection against 
technology-faci l i ta ted 
violence. 

World Bank data shows 
fewer than 40 percent 
of countries have laws 
addressing cyber harassment 
or stalking, leaving 1.8 billion 
women and girls without 
legal safeguards. 

Online harassment, 
deepfakes and gendered 
disinformation are silencing 
women’s voices and 
undermining rights globally.

At the event, MoWCA 
Senior Secretary Mamtaz 
Ahmed emphasised the 
need for stronger laws, 
coordinated institutional 
responses and wider public 
awareness. 

Australian High 
Commissioner Susan Ryle 
called for joint efforts to 
ensure technology becomes 
a tool for empowerment, 
not harm. 

“It’s not just a women’s 
issue, it’s an issue for 
all of us. Let us stand 
together -- governments, 
organisations, champions, 
and women -- to build a 
world where technology 
inspires, sport inspires, and 
partnerships deliver safety 
and equality for every 
woman and girl.”

Swedish Ambassador 
Nicolas Weeks said, “Proper 
implementation of existing 
laws is needed to ensure 
access to justice for victims 
of gender-based violence. It 
also signals to perpetrators 
that these crimes will not 
go unpunished.”

The enactment of a Sexual 
Harassment Prevention and 
Protection Ordinance is 
crucial, Weeks also said. 

UN Women 
Representative Gitanjali 
Singh said digital violence 

knows no borders, with 
between 16 and 58 percent of 
women and girls worldwide 
facing online abuse. Such 
violence often spills into 
offline spaces and restricts 
women’s participation in 
public life, she added.

“Together, we can create 
a future where women and 
girls are safe everywhere in 
Bangladesh,” she said. 

In her closing remarks, 
UNFPA Representative 
Catherine Breen Kamkong 
said technology-facilitated 
GBV must be treated as 
seriously as other forms of 
GBV, calling for clearer legal 
frameworks and survivor-
centric approaches.

Rights groups also called 
for broader policy action. 

Bangladesh Mahila 
Parishad held a press 
conference yesterday at the 
Jatiya Press Club to mark 
the 16 days of activism, with 
the slogan “Say no to all 
forms of violence against 
women and girls, including 
cyber violence; ensure the 
advancement of women 
and girls”.

Moderating the event, 
Mahila Parishad President Dr 
Fauzia Moslem said violence 
against women stems from 
deep-rooted patriarchy and 
urged the media to help 
counter regressive practices 
by ensuring accurate 
reporting and building 
public awareness.

Mahila Parishad General 
Secretary Maleka Banu 
said misuse of religion 
and culture is being used 
to incite violence and 
warned that digital abuse 
has effectively doubled 
the overall rate of violence 
against women.

Speakers noted that 
many cases remain 
unresolved for years and 
called for ensuring women’s 
meaningful participation in 
decision-making. They also 
called for a shift in mindset 
and urged lawyers and 
judges to ensure gender-just 
justice for victims of GBV.

The focus on women’s 
rights continued at a 
webinar titled “Stronger 

Registration Laws to 
Protect Women’s Rights,” 
organised by PROGGA 
with support from the 
Global Health Advocacy 
Incubator, marking the 
International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence 
Against Women.

Speakers stressed that 
stronger birth and death 
registration laws are essential 
to protect women’s access to 
education, healthcare, social 
protection, and justice. 

Speakers also warned 
that poor birth registration 
leaves girls unable to 
prove their age, increasing 
vulnerability to child 
marriage, exploitation 
and human trafficking. 
Death registration remains 
particularly low among 
women without property, 
leaving many unrecorded 
even at the end of life.

Rasheda K Choudhury, 
executive director of 
CAMPE, said gender 
disparities in birth 
and death registration 
render women “invisible,” 
calling for amendments 
to the Birth and Death 
Registration Act, 2004.

Dr Samina Luthfa, 
professor of Sociology at 
Dhaka University, said 
universal registration is 
vital to protecting women’s 
dignity in both personal 
and state spheres.

GHAI Country Lead 
Muhammad Ruhul 
Quddus said hospital-based 
registration could help 
achieve SDG 16.9, which 
calls for legal identity for all.

The webinar was chaired 
by PROGGA Executive 
Director ABM Zubair and 
moderated by Coordinator 
Mashiat Abedin. 
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said, “There were individuals 
who were supposed to 
be arrested, but we could 
not do so. However, the 
encouraging part is that we 
are very close to a verdict in 
one of our major cases.”

He said three major 
cases are nearing verdicts. 
“If the verdict leads to a 
conviction, much of the 
credit will go not only to the 
ACC but also to the officials 
who worked tirelessly on 
these cases,” he said.

On potential political 
changes ahead, Momen 
added, “The ACC will try 
to ensure that if we have 
raised our heads even a 
little today, we can raise 
them even higher in the 
coming days.”
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A major new provision 
introduces penalties for 
the import, manufacture, 
storage, and sale of horns -- 
an area that was previously 
unregulated despite being 
a major source of noise 
pollution. Officials expect 
this step to help curb 
widespread misuse of horns.

Other key directives 
include a ban on 
loudspeakers, microphones, 
amplifiers, and musical 
instruments in public places 
without written permission; 

a prohibition on picnics in 
natural forests and wildlife 
habitats; and a 90-decibel 
noise limit for social events, 
which must end by 9:00pm.

Fireworks, horns, and 
similar noise-generating 
items are completely banned 
in designated silence zones.

Night-time construction 
work has also been 
prohibited. New provisions 
have been introduced 
to regulate noise from 
factories and generators, 
with fines aligned with the 
Road Transport Act, 2018.


