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China yesterday slammed Japan’s decision to
push ahead with a planned deployment of missiles
on an island near Taiwan, escalating a weeks-long

A suicide bombing P . diplomatic spat
killed -, Lhrfee Pakistani '_ oo Japanese media on Sunday quoted Japan’s
[?iara)rn(llllfaryr per)sgmr;e! 5 H s i defence minister Shinjiro Koizumi as saying
i’l“tér ay at a Psc}clurtty 1 F- % E? e that the planned deployment of the missiles on
cadquarters in reshawar ™ — i Y Yonaguni island -- which is close to Taiwan -- was
city, officials said, the A ;\\t,_ - o | on track
ll?lteebt (rls\aldnlé o v l(t))lg?(;:ri I;n 1‘1 \\ o2 e ‘ 'S “The deployment can reduce the possibility of
Af gharr)l istan g ; /-— an arg}ed attack on Jqpan,” Koizumi saiq.
Witness .Bilal Ahmed CLIMATE o ¥ [\ i Beu.mg—Tokyo relations have soureq this rr'lo.nth,
a hospital employee, sai d’ |§ JUSTICE e — following remarks by Japanese Prime Minister
he wés on his way? to’ v(@rk . "0 1 | - Sanae Takqlghl _suggesting that To'kyo could
when he heard a “large 3 1°1 intervene mllltgrllyf in any attack on Tanyan.
blast” from the border force r "l | .Cl.una’s foreign ministry ycstcr_day said Japan’s
facilitv located on one of i missile deployment was a “deliberate attempt
. to create regional tension and provoke military
the city’s busiest routes Lt confrontation”. ’
atrlld Across lh‘fl street from a : “Coupled with Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s
s (X:)pmAgFrlr)la e e Uit 8 brpe - erroncous remarks on Taiwan, this trend is
bodxf1 parts olr‘ L;? (;Lt:;eciaev(; : - S exlrcm(.jly danggrous and warrants h_igh Vigil.ancc
bomber l{’in o oﬁtsAi de the fromnelghbourlngCoul}tr.lesandthelnternatlonal
main gaté on Saddar Road c9mmun1ty,” foreign ministry spokeswgman Mao
which  was riddled wilk{ — — = e Ning told reporters at a rcg-ular press brlcﬁng..
shrapnel holes A single Since 2016, the remote island of Yonaguni has
discarded black shoe was L . ’ ‘ , . o _ hosted a base for Japan’s army, the Self-Defense
lef v Activists from the ‘Make Them Pay’ and ‘Make Polluters Pay’ coalitions hold a banner reading ‘Make Polluters Pay’ during a photocall Forces, which was established despite initial
cit nearby. outside the Houses of Parliament in London, Britain yesterday. PHOTO: AFP objections from residents.

Rescue workers made

EFFORT TO END WAR WITH RUSSIA

US, Ukraine work on
‘reflined’ peace plan

Russia downs eight drones en route to Moscow;
four Kkilled in Russian drone attack on Kharkiv

REUTERS, Kyiv President  Volodymyr Zelensky  said
....................................................................................... negotiations were  still ongoing. “We all
The United States and Ukraine pressed on  continue working with partners, especially
with talks in Switzerland yesterday to come (he United States, to look for compromises
up with a mutually acceptable peace plan, that will strengthen but not weaken us,”
after agreeing to modify a US proposal that  Zelensky said via video link from a separate
Kyiv and its European allies saw as a Kremlin  summit of Ukraine’s allies in Sweden.

wish list. Zelensky said Russia must pay for the war

Washington and Kyiv said in a joint jn Ukraine and that a decision on using frozen
statement they had drafted a “refined peace Russian assets was crucial.
framework” after a first day of talks in “Right now, we are at a critical
Geneva on Sunday, although they moment, and we are working with
did not provide specifics. the United States, European

The United States partners, and many others

blindsided Kyiv and to define steps that can end
European countries with Russia’s war against us,
a 28-point peace plan last against Ukraine, and bring
week, giving Ukraine until real security.”
Thursday to agree to a US President Donald
framework to end Europe’s Trump has kept up the
deadliest war since World pressure on Ukraine to reach
War Two. a deal.

Meanwhile, Russian forces Zelensky could travel to the
staged a “massive” drone attack United States as soon as this week
on Sunday night on Kharkiv, to discuss the most sensitive aspects
Ukraine’s second-largest city, Kkilling four of the plan with Trump, according to sources
people and injuring several others, officials familiar with the matter.
said. European allies said they were not involved

“There is a massive attack on Kharkiv,” in crafting the original plan, and they released
Mayor Thor Terekhov wrote on the Telegram a counter-proposal that would ease some
messaging app. of the proposed territorial concessions and

Russian air defences shot down eight include a Nato-style security guarantee from
drones en route to Moscow yesterday, the the United States for Ukraine if it is attacked.
city’s mayor said. Moscow Mayor Sergei Some EU leaders were due to meet to
Sobyanin said in a statement that emergency discuss Ukraine on the sidelines of an EU-
services were working at the scene of the Alfrican Union summit in Luanda yesterday,
downed drones. with others dialling in via video conference.

US terminates
temporary
legal status
for Myanmar
citizens

REUTERS, Washington

The Trump administration is ending
temporary legal status for citizens of
Myanmar who are in the United States, the
US Department of Homeland Security said
in a notice yesterday. o

The Temporary Protected Status (TPS) faSCISt
designation for Myanmar is set to expire
today. “After reviewing country conditions AFP, New York
and consulting with appropriate US [ | s
government  agencies, the (Homeland New York’s incoming leftist mayor Zohran
Security)  secretary  determined  that Mamdani said Sunday he still believes US President
Burma no longer continues to meet the Donald Trump is a fascist, even after the two had a
conditions for designation for Temporary warm meeting at the White House.

Protected Status,” the notice published in “That’s something that I've said in the past, I say
the Federal Register said. . it today,” the mayor-elect said on NBC news.

The termination will take effect in The self-described Democratic Socialist on
60 days, it added. The Department of Friday met the Republican leader, setting aside
Homeland Security estimates there are months of mutual recriminations and promising
nearly 4,000 people from Myanmar to cooperate on the city’s future.
currently living in the United States under When a journalist asked Mamdani if he
the TPS designation. continued to view Trump as a fascist, the president

The TPS status for Myanmar had stepped in. “That’s OK. You can just say it. That’s
been extended for 18 months from May easier,” Trump told Mamdani. “It’s easier than
26, 2024, until November 25 under the explaining it. I don’t mind.”
administration ol Trump’s Democratic In hisNBCinterview Sunday morning, Mamdani
predecessor Joe Biden. elaborated: “I appreciated about the conversation

Trump, a Republican, has revoked TPS that I had with the president was that we were not
for nationals from a number of countries shy about the places of disagreement, about the
since taking office in January as part of his politics that has brought us to this moment,” he
immigration crackdown. said.

Myanmar’s military government will He added: “I found in the meeting that I had
hold the second phase of its multi-stage with the president a productive one and a meeting
election on January 11, state media said on that came back again and again (o the central
October 29, a vote dismissed as a sham by themes of the campaign that we ran: the cost of
Western countries, the United Nations and housing, cost of child care, the cost of groceries,
human rights groups. the cost of utilities.”
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their way through the
scene, which was peppered
with shattered glass from a
vehicle.

One assailant detonated
explosives at around 8:10
am (0310 GMT), just before
rush hour, Kkilling “three
FC (Federal Constabulary)
personnel deployed at the
gate”, said Peshawar police
chief Mian Saeed.

Security  forces  shot
dead two other suspected
attackers, Saeed said. Five
people were wounded in
the attack, he added.

Security personnel
in high-visibility jackets
cordoned off the road, while
armed forces in camouflage
began combing the area,
AFP correspondents saw.

“The attack has
concluded, and a clearance
operation is under way (o
determine whether any
unexploded ordnance is
present,” Zulfigar Hameed,
the police chief of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
told AFP.

The province, whose
capital is Peshawar,
borders Afghanistan and
has seen repeated bouts
of militant violence which
has intensified since the
Taliban returned to power
in Kabul in 2021.
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