
NEWS

Abandoned 
grenade 
recovered in 
Lalmonirhat
UNB, Lalmonirhat

Police recovered a 
grenade during drain 
excavation work in 
the Boro Kamalabari 
Paschimpara area of 
Kamalabari Union.

Local resident Abdul 
Aziz, 75, discovered the 
grenade while cleaning 
the drain beside his house 
on Thursday. He later 
informed his neighbours, 
who alerted the police.

Police took the 
grenade to the station.

“I was suspicious 
when I saw the object. 
Later, I realised it looked 
like a grenade. Freedom 
fighters used to take 
positions in this area 
during the war. It could 
be a grenade from that 
time,” Aziz said.

OC Ali Akbar said the 
grenade is believed to be 
from the Liberation War 
and has been kept safely 
at the station.

“It will be deactivated 
following the rules,” he 
added.  A general diary 
has been filed in this 
regard.
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Once vital, railway hospital 
now a decaying building

S DILIP ROY

The Lalmonirhat Railway Hospital, once a vital 
healthcare centre for thousands of railway 
officials, employees, and their families, has 
been reduced to an empty, silent building, 
offering no medical services for years.

With no doctors, no functioning lab, and 
no operational outdoor or indoor facilities, 
the hospital itself has “fallen ill”, leaving the 
railway community in acute distress.

Although four posts for indoor doctors and 
two for outdoor services remain sanctioned, 
none have been filled. As a result, no patients 
have been admitted in the last five years, and 
the outdoor unit has been closed for more 
than a year. 

Dr Partha Sarathi Bonik, a physician from 
Syedpur Railway Hospital, was given additional 
charge as the divisional medical officer for 
Lalmonirhat. However, he visits only once a 
week, spending the entire day signing official 
documents. 

He said, “There are six sanctioned posts 
for doctors, but none are filled. I handle only 
administrative tasks. We have informed 
the higher authorities repeatedly and hope 
appointments will be made soon.” 

The hospital’s infrastructure now sits 
idle and decaying. Its operation theatre has 
remained unused for years, and laboratory 
equipment has become inoperative. 

Lab attendant Pallab Bhattacharya said 
the facility functioned only during its first 
few years. “Without doctors, patients stopped 
coming. Now the lab is completely shut,” he 
said.

Nursing-in-charge Mohsina Begum said, 
“We have posts, staff, and equipment -- but no 
doctors. We spend our days sitting idle. It is 

painful because our duty is to serve patients.”
Railway employees said the decline has 

severely affected their lives. “Thirty years ago, 
this hospital was full of activity,” said railway 
worker Surat Ali. “Now we have no choice but 

to seek treatment elsewhere. The hospital built 
for us has itself become sick.”

Another employee, Rezaul Islam, said, “We 
used to get medicines here. With no doctor to 
write prescriptions, even that has stopped.”
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A group of Santal women collect snails and crabs from a wetland in Delowarbari Srirampur village of Manda upazila yesterday. They had travelled from Dhamarhat in 
Naogaon to gather them. The catch will be taken home to cook for their families.
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Coriander prices 
soar as off-season 
rain cuts yield
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Unseasonal rainfall has reduced coriander leaf 
production in the Rangpur region this year, 
driving prices to a record high and leaving 
consumers frustrated, even as farmers enjoy 
unexpected profits.

During the same period last year, coriander 
sold for Tk 20-25 per kg. This year, the price has 
jumped to Tk 100-120, nearly six times higher due 
to reduced supply and steady demand. 

Subhash Barman, 55, of Kamlabari village 
in Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila, cultivated 
coriander on six decimals of land. “Last year I got 
45 kg per decimal; this year it’s only 23 kg. Still, 
the higher price means I am making more profit,” 
he said.

He is selling his produce at Tk 90-120 per kg, 
compared to Tk 20-25 last year.

In Rangpur Sadar’s Nabdiganj village, 
farmer Sultan Ahmed cultivated 12 decimals of 
coriander, spending Tk 5,000. Three decimals 
were completely damaged, but he harvested 20-
25 kg per decimal from the rest. He sold 90 kg 
from four decimals for Tk 9,400 and expects good 
returns from the remaining crop.

At Rangpur Poura Bazar, trader Sirajul Haque 
said wholesalers are buying coriander at Tk 90-
100 per kg and selling it at Tk 120-140. “The price 
is falling and may drop to Tk 40-50 within a 
week,” he added.

Consumers, however, are feeling the strain. 
Schoolteacher Shahanur Rahman said he 

is buying only half his usual quantity. “We use 
more coriander in winter. It’s difficult to manage 
without it,” he said.

According to the Department of Agricultural 
Extension, coriander has been cultivated on 750 
hectares in the region this year. 

Sirajul Islam, additional director of the Rangpur 
DAE, said production of most leafy vegetables has 
fallen due to off-season rain. 

“Because of high demand, farmers are getting 
good prices. Except for potatoes, almost all 
vegetables are costlier this season,” he said.

Subhash Barman, 55, of 
Kamlabari village in 

Aditmari upazila, 
cultivated coriander 

on six decimals of 
land. “Last year 

I got 45 kg per 
decimal; this year 

it’s only 23 kg. Still, 
the higher price 

means I am making 
more profit,” he said.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Leaders and activists of a BNP faction and its 
affiliated organisations staged demonstrations 
yesterday by burning tyres in Hathazari, demanding a 
change of the party’s nominee for the Chattogram-5 
constituency (Hathazari–part of Bayezid).

A procession, rally, and road blockade were held 
in the afternoon in the Fatehabad area of the upazila.

The demonstrators are followers of BNP 
chairperson’s adviser and former president of 
Hathazari Upazila BNP SM Fazlul Haque.

For Chattogram-5, the BNP’s primary nomination 
has been given to Mir Mohammad Helal Uddin, 
assistant organising secretary of BNP’s Chattogram 
division. He is the son of former Chattogram 
mayor, former state minister and BNP leader Mir 
Mohammad Nasir Uddin.

Addressing the rally, former Hathazari upazila 
chairman and BNP leader Mahbubul Alam said, “SM 
Fazlul Haque stood firm on the streets during the 
fascist Awami League government. He is a freedom 
fighter and a tested BNP leader. We demand that he 
be declared the final dhaner sheesh [sheaf of paddy] 
candidate for Hathazari.”

After the rally, a procession marched from 
Fatehabad and paraded along one side of the 
Oxygen-Hathazari road up to Chowdhuryhat.

Later, agitated activists blocked the busy 
Chowdhuryhat point and set tyres on fire.

Due to the blockade, long tailbacks formed 
stretching several kilometres on both sides of 
the Oxygen-Hathazari road, leaving hundreds of 
vehicles stuck for hours.
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