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China ran 
campaign to 
discredit French 
fighter: US panel
REUTERS, New Delhi

China ran a disinformation campaign to hurt 
sales of the French Rafale fighter jet after India 
used the planes in May for the first time against 
Chinese weapons deployed by its neighbour 
Pakistan, a bipartisan US commission said this 
month in a report that the Chinese rejected as 
false information.

The report by the US-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission was published on 
Tuesday and followed the signing of a letter of intent 
by Ukraine to obtain up to 100 Rafale fighters made 
by Dassault Aviation over the next 10 years.

More than half a dozen countries have bought the 
Rafale, whose reputation took a hit this year when 
Pakistan’s Chinese-made J-10 fighter shot down 
at least one Rafale used by India during a four-day 
conflict between the nuclear-armed neighbours.

China used fake social media accounts to 
share AI-generated images as well as video game 
images of supposed debris of aircraft that Chinese 
weaponry had destroyed, the commission said in a 
report to US Congress.

“The report issued by the committee itself is 
false,” Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning said in response to a Reuters request for 
comment.

IAEA demands 
Iran open up 
bombed nuke sites
AFP, Vienna

The International Atomic Energy Agency board 
yesterday passed a resolution demanding that Iran 
provide “full and prompt” cooperation including 
access to sensitive nuclear sites, but Tehran 
immediately rejected the measure.

Long-simmering tensions with the UN nuclear 
watchdog flared anew after Israeli and US strikes 
on Iranian sites in June. UN inspectors have not 
had access to any of the damaged complex.

IAEA chief Rafael Grossi renewed a call for 
Tehran to let inspectors into the key nuclear 
sites and the agency’s governing board passed a 
resolution proposed by the US, UK, France and 
Germany by 19 votes to three with 12 abstentions.

Tunisians protest 
against crackdown 
on press freedom
AFP, Tunis

Dozens of Tunisians including journalists yesterday 
protested to denounce attacks on press freedom, 
with some describing the crackdown on media as 
“unprecedented” since the country’s 2011 revolution.

Demonstrators slammed recent legal and 
administrative restrictions, including the temporary 
shutdown of two independent news outlets and the 
jailing of journalists.

“Tunisian journalism is at its worst since the 
2011 revolution,” said Mahdi Jlassi, a journalist 
and former head of the National Syndicate of 
Tunisian Journalists (SNJT), which called for the 
demonstration. 

“Today we’re seeing unprecedented repression of 
freedom of the press and expression,” he told AFP.

“Innocent journalists are jailed in unjust trials, 
stripped of their rights and punished for doing their 
job.” 

Independent media outlets Inkyfada and 
Nawaat were recently among about 20 NGOs that 
were handed administrative suspensions over 
accusations including receiving suspicious funds.

“Injustice in this country is becoming widespread, 
and it is our duty as journalists to be able to shed 
light on that without fear,” said Zied Dabbar, the 
current head of the SNJT.

Trump to meet 
Mamdani at White 
House today
AFP, Washington

US President Donald Trump said he will host New 
York’s mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani for a meeting 
today, after fiercely attacking the 34-year-old self-

described Democratic Socialist 
during his recent campaign.

Trump, while repeating his 
false claim that Mamdani is 

a “communist,” said on his 
Truth Social platform that 
the meeting “will take 
place at the Oval Office 
on Friday, November 
21st.”

M a m d a n i ’ s 
spokesperson Dora 

Pekec confirmed the 
meeting in a statement. “As is 

customary for an incoming mayoral 
administration, the Mayor-elect plans to meet 
with the President in Washington to discuss 
public safety, economic security...,” Pekec said 
Wednesday.

AFGHAN BORDER

Army kills 
30 militants 
in Pakistan
Says they belonged 
to Pak Taliban

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan security forces 
killed 30 militants in 
two targeted operations 
near the Afghan frontier, 
the army said yesterday, 
a week after a suicide 
bombing killed 12 people in 
Islamabad.

The militants belonged 
to the Pakistani Taliban 
or its affiliated groups, the 
military said in a statement, 
accusing archfoe India of 
backing them.

The raids took place 
in the Kurram district 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, a flashpoint for 
cross-border militancy that 
has worsened since the 
Taliban returned to power 
in Afghanistan in 2021.

“Pakistan will continue at 
full pace to wipe out menace 
of foreign sponsored and 
supported terrorism from 
the country,” the statement 
added.

Islamabad has 

routinely accused Kabul 
of harbouring militant 
groups, particularly the 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), that stage deadly 
attacks in Pakistan.

Pakistan has also 
stepped up rhetoric against 
India in recent months, 
which it claims backs 
militant groups.

Both neighbours deny 
any involvement. The 
raids come after a suicide 
bombing outside a court in 
Islamabad killed 12 people 
and wounded dozens last 
week, which Pakistan 
said was planned from 
Afghanistan.

A faction of the 
Pakistani Taliban claimed 
responsibility for the 
attack.

People wade through floodwaters past submerged vehicles in Nha Trang, in 
Vietnam’s coastal Khanh Hoa province, yesterday. Authorities said at least 16 
people were killed. PHOTO: AFP

Mourners react during the funeral of Palestinians killed in overnight Israeli 
strikes, at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis in southern Gaza, yesterday. 
Inset, a displaced Palestinian man holds the body of his child, Salem, killed 
in Israeli strikes, at Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City. PHOTO: REUTERS, AFP

Israeli strikes on Gaza a 
‘dangerous escalation’

Qatar warns after 31 Palestinians killed in 2 days, says fragile truce at risk
AGENCIES

Qatar, a key mediator in the Hamas-Israel war, 
yesterday condemned fresh Israeli air strikes 
on the Gaza Strip, saying they threatened to 
upend a fragile weeks-long truce.

Qatar condemned “brutal attacks by the 
Israeli occupation in the Gaza Strip... and 
considers them a dangerous escalation 
that threatens to undermine the ceasefire 
agreement,” its foreign ministry said in a 
statement.

Doha also called for “concerted regional 
and international efforts to preserve and 
uphold the ceasefire agreement”.

Earlier yesterday, a Gaza hospital said four 
people were killed in new Israeli air strikes. 
The new attacks came the morning after one 
of the deadliest days in the Gaza Strip since 
the truce came into effect on October 10, 
with 27 people killed, according to Gaza’s civil 

defence agency, which operates under Hamas 
authority.

Israel and Hamas have accused each other 
of violating the ceasefire.

A source at Gaza’s Hamas-run interior 
ministry, who did not wish to be identified, 
said artillery fire was continuing in the Khan 
Yunis area, reports AFP.

“These ongoing crimes represent a blatant 
disregard by the occupation for the ceasefire 
agreement,” Hamas said in a statement.

Dutch Foreign Minister David van Weel said 

he believes the ceasefire in Gaza “is holding”, 
telling reporters that there would be violations, 
but that Trump’s plan, which was endorsed by 
the UN Security Council this week, had more 
support than any plan in the past. “It won’t 
be easy,” he told reporters at a meeting of 
European foreign ministers in Brussels.

Meanwhile, US Senator Cory Booker and 
Representative Dan Goldman have called on 
President Donald Trump to pressure Israel to 
prevent settler violence in the occupied West 
Bank and hold perpetrators accountable.

In a letter sent Wednesday night, the 
Democratic lawmakers said such violence 
occurs “on a near daily basis” yet perpetrators 
are rarely held accountable, reports Al Jazeera 
online. 

Israeli forces also carried out a mass arrest 
campaign in Hebron governorate for a second 
straight day yesterday, rounding up dozens of 
people in a local stadium.

Doha calls for concerted efforts 
to preserve ceasefire deal

Israel, Hamas accuse each 
other of violating truce


