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11 migrants 
face charges 
in Malaysian 
court
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Eleven survivors of a deadly 
boat capsize two weeks ago 
appeared in a Malaysian 
court yesterday, charged 
with illegally being in the 
Southeast Asian country, 
officials said.

The accused -- nine 
Myanmar nationals and 
two Bangladeshi citizens 
-- were among 14 people 
rescued after the November 
6 shipwreck off a Thai 
island near the Malaysian 
maritime border. They are 
said to be from a group of 
around 70 undocumented 
migrants, mostly from 
Myanmar’s persecuted 
Rohingya community, 
who were trying to reach 
Malaysia when their vessel 
overturned.

A charge sheet seen 
by AFP said the group, 
aged between 17 and 43, 
was accused of entering 
the country around the 
Langkawi “without valid 
passes”.

Gunmen kill two in 
Nigeria church attack
AFP, Lagos

Gunmen on Tuesday killed two people in an attack on 
a church in western Nigeria, according to a video of the 
incident and a police statement.

The attack comes after US President Donald Trump 
at the start of November threatened military action over 
what he claims are the killing of Nigeria’s Christians, a 
narrative which the Nigerian government has rejected.

Africa’s most populous country is divided between a 
predominantly Christian south and a Muslim-majority 
north.

This handout photograph released yesterday by Ukraine’s National Police shows a heavily damaged residential building following a Russian 
air strike in the Ukrainian city of Ternopil. PHOTO: AFP

SUDAN CONFLICT

Aid workers choose who 

to save in Darfur
AFP, Cairo

Humanitarian workers in Sudan’s 
Darfur are being forced to “choose 
who to save” due to insufficient 
resources, aid group Handicap 
International’s logistics chief Jerome 
Bertrand told AFP.

After more than two years of war 
between the Sudanese army and the 
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, 
needs have reached overwhelming 
levels, Bertrand said.

“We are forced to choose who we 
save and who we don’t,” Bertrand said 
after returning from a three-week 
mission to assess aid logistics.

“It is an inhumane dilemma that 
humanitarian actors have to face 
and it goes completely against our 
values.”

Bertrand said teams were 
prioritising children, pregnant 
women and breastfeeding mothers 
“in the hope that others can hold on”.

The conflict in Sudan, which 
began in April 2023, has killed tens 
of thousands and displaced nearly 

12 million, creating what the UN 
describes as the world’s largest 
displacement and hunger crisis.

Conditions in Darfur have 
deteriorated sharply since the RSF 
seized the North Darfur capital of El-
Fasher, the army’s last stronghold in 

the region, on October 26.
The UN-backed Integrated 

Food Security Phase Classification 
Initiative (IPC) confirmed this 
month El-Fasher is facing famine, 
which has raged in its surrounding 
displacement camps for over a year.

Aid groups like Bertrand’s are 

scrambling to meet immense needs, 
with no functional infrastructure.

None of Darfur’s airports can 
receive aid, roads are often impassable 
and the only access point into the 
region -- through neighbouring Chad 
-- is riddled with “administrative 
obstacles”, in addition to exorbitant 
costs and insufficient funding. 

“It’s the entire supply of an area 
the size of France, with 11 million 
inhabitants, moving partly on the 
backs of donkeys,” he said, describing 
a “state of anarchy”, the total collapse 
of government structures, rampant 
banditry and security threats on the 
roads, including “extortion, theft, 
assaults and arrests”.

In Tawila -- a refugee town now 
sheltering more than 650,000 
people fleeing El-Fasher and the 
nearby Zamzam camp, both now 
under RSF control -- Bertrand said 
he encountered people who “have 
absolutely nothing left”, while aid 
organisations are unable to meet 
demand.

Russian threat 
looms in outer 
space
Germany beefs up defence
AFP, Berlin

Germany unveiled the country’s first national 
space security strategy yesterday, with Defence 
Minister Boris Pistorius vowing to expand military 
and civilian capabilities in orbit.

The strategy comes weeks after Pistorius 
announced plans for the Armed Forces to spend 
35 billion euros ($41 billion) by 2030 on space 
defences, citing growing threats posed by Russia 
and potentially China.

“We must develop and possess the capacity 
for deterrence and defence,” Pistorius told a press 

conference in Berlin. Both Russia 
and China are “heavily involved” 

in space and “positioning 
themselves to influence other 

satellites” from Europe and 
the United States, Pistorius 
said.

The minister 
acknowledged that 

“Germany alone will not 
keep pace with Russia and 

China,” but said European 
Nato countries can work 

together “to ensure that we remain 
capable of action and defence”.

The German initiative follows other European 
efforts to achieve greater independence in space.

The multinational European Space Agency 
plans to launch an internet satellite constellation, 
dubbed IRIS2, by 2030.

In October, three major European aerospace 
firms announced plans to merge their satellite 
options to create a credible European rival to US 
billionaire Elon Musk’s SpaceX rocket company 
and Starlink internet system. Satellite systems play 
a central role in modern communications, internet 
service, GPS systems and weather forecasting -- all 
with major implications for military operations as 
well as civilian life.

A cyberattack against satellites at the 
beginning of the full-scale Russian invasion of 
Ukraine caused the failure of several hundred 
wind turbines on German soil, Pistorius noted.

“Everyone can imagine what an effective strike 
in space could do to satellite systems -- it would 
paralyse entire countries... to protect themselves 
against this,” Pistorius said.


