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NEWS

The Forest Department and the Chattogram
district administration are at odds over
the control of a forest land in Sitakunda
uparzila, where a recreational park has been
developed after felling hundreds of trees.

The Forest Department wrote to the
chiel conservator of forests on January
2, requesting that the land, along with
existing structures, be handed over to the
Coastal Forest Division of Chattogram.

Records show that the land -- about
194 acres under North Salimpur mauza --
was oflicially gazetted as a notified forest
by the government under Section 4 of the
Forest Act on January 9, 1986. Later, the
Coastal Forest Division planted mangrove
trees there in the 1990-91 fiscal year.

In its letter, the Forest Department
argued that, even though the land has
been typically recorded in the name of the
deputy commissioner of Chattogram in
Khatian-1, this cannot be used as a pretext
to treat such notified land as grassland,
and hence any such action by the
district administration is unlawful and
constitutes an overreach of jurisdiction.

District administration officials rejected
the claim, saying the land is recorded in its
name in the official khatian.

According to Section 5 of the Act,
once land is notified under Section 4 and
subsequently gazetted as forest land, it
cannot be repurposed.

In a verdict on October 6, 2013, the
Supreme Court also directed that forest
land notified under Section 4 must be
preserved.

And vyet, the Chattogram district
administration constructed what is now
known as DC Park in 2023 on the land,
allegedly ignoring objections from the
Forest Department.

“The land of DC Park had not been under
our possession for a long time. During that
period, alocalinfluential named Kafil Uddin
established a recreational centre there
called Shuktara Park. However, the area still
had many trees, including mangroves. We
sent a letter to the deputy commissioner on
November 22, 2020, requesting its eviction.
The park was removed in January 2023,
after which the district administration took
control of the land and built DC Park there
later on,” said Belayet Hossain, divisional
forest officer of Chattogram.

“Despite our objections during the
construction of DC Park, the district
administration went ahead, building
numerous facilities for visitors, including
seating areas, swings, and restaurants,”

he added.

The Forest Department stated in its
letter that the park was built on over 37
acresofland, with atleast 5,000 mangrove
trees felled during construction.

This claim is supported by satellite
imagery analysis from Google Earth. A 2018
image shows the western bank of a pond
inside the park was densely forested, while
2025 images show numerous structures
now occupy the site. The latest imagery also
shows a road cutting through the northern
part of the park, extending towards the sea.

“DC Park has been built on land
belonging to the Chattogram district
administration. We have not constructed
the park on any land belonging to the
Forest Department, so their claim is not
reasonable,” Farida Khanam, deputy
commissioner of Chattogram, said when
contacted in this regard.

Asked why the Forest Department
only recently sought to reclaim control of
the land, Belayet Hossain said, “We have
observed that the district administration
is gradually expanding the park,
constructing facilities for tourists near
another pond, and there are plans to build
a road towards the sea. We are concerned
about these activities, and so we are now
trying to regain control of the gazetted
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DC Park or mangrove forest?

Forest Department, Ctg district admin at odds over control of 194-acre land in Sitakunda

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

forest land.”

The Forest Department had tried
to intervene during construction of
the DC Park earlier, but the district
administration  proceeded, allegedly
threatening forest officials in the process,
he claimed.

If the land is returned to the Forest
Department, a coastal greenbelt could
be developed there, serving as an ideal
habitat for wildlife, water systems, air
quality, and biodiversity, Belayet added.

In a letter, Chief Conservator of Forests
Mollah Rezaul Karim wrote that mangrove
forests beyond the embankments in
Sitakunda and Mirsarai upazilas have
played a crucial role in protecting lives
and property by mitigating the impact of
several major cyclones in the past.

Kamal Hossen, a former professor
of the Institute of Forestry and
Environmental Sciences at Chittagong
University, said, “Mangroves are frontline
defenders of coastal regions, reducing
the force of storm surges, protecting
against erosion, and helping maintain
biodiversity. When these forests are
cleared, they remove a critical natural
shield, leaving communities highly
vulnerable to cyclones, flooding, and
long-term ecological damage.”

Three magistrates
dismissed on final
day ol training

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Ministry of Public Administration has
dismissed  three assistant commissioners
(executive magistrates) who were undergoing
basic training.

The decision was announced yesterday in a
notification signed by Public Administration
Secretary Ehsanul Hoque.

The dismissed officers are Kazi Arifur Rahman,
previously posted in Faridpur; Anup Kumar Biswas
in Bogura; and Nabomita Sarker in Pirojpur. All
three were probationary assistant commissioners
of the 43rd batch of BCS (Administration).

According to Rule 6(2)@a) of the Bangladesh
Civil Service Recruitment Rules, 1981, these

SEE PAGE 5 COL 4

4 sent to jail over
rape ol woman
in Panchagarh

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A Panchagarh court yesterday sent four people
to jail over the rape of a 20-year-old woman with
intellectual disability in the Banglabandha land
port area of Tetulia upazila.

The accused are truck driver Sohel Sheikh, 32,
and his three helpers Hasan, 18; Rajib, 20; and
Mostafa Hanif Mizanur, 21, said police.

Tetulia Model Police Station OC Musa Miah said
the woman has been staying in the land port area
for a long time.

The four men arrived at the land port on Tuesday
night with a truck carrying potatoes. Two of them
allegedly raped the woman, and the rest assisted
them. At dawn, port security guards informed the
police after witnessing the incident, the OC said.

A team from Tetulia police station arrested the
four.

Md Habibullah, a village police member of
Banglabandha Union Parishad, filed a case with the
police station against the accused.

Judicial Magistrate Mahmuda Begum sent the
four tojail after they were produced before the court
last evening, said Court Inspector Khan Mohammad

Shahrier.

The birth registration

FROM PAGE 3 could not be used for school

On October 19, 2023, then and college admissions,
Registrar General Rashedul national 1D, passports,
Hasan formally notified the or driving licences, as

Local Government Division
secretary.
In January 2024, current

verification was impossible
without interconnection
to the national server. This

Finn, Cory and Sam (o retire
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“oood health” and are
“perfectly capable of living
comfortably as companion
animals”.

“Dogs used in law
enforcement generally have
a fixed service span. As
per procedure, we sought
approval from the Police
Headquarters to put them

up for auction,” said Nazmul
Hasan, additional deputy
commissioner of the CTTC’s
Bomb Disposal Unit. “K-9
unit hopes these animals will
spend the rest of their lives in
a safe and caring environment
with animal lovers.” The
auction is being conducted in
compliance with the Animal
Welfare Act, he added.

Bank PLC. Card Division.

Division.

all the tenders, in part or full.

@ Trust Bank PLC.

A Bank for Financial Inclusion

Head Office, Shadhinata Tower, Bir Srestha Shaheed
Jahangir Gate, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka-1206

TENDER NOTICE

1. 5ealed Double Envelope tenders are hereby invited by Trust Bank
PLC. from bonafide suppliers/vendors/firms for the following tenders:

Item-1: Procurement of PCI-D55 Certification Initiation for Trust

Item-2: Procurement of Chatbot Solution for Trust Bank PLC. Card

2. Tender documents containing the details of the terms &
conditions and details of the Pre-Bid Meeting may be downloaded
from the website: https://www.thlbd.com/tender. Only schedule
purchaser may attend the Pre-Bid Meeting.

Note: Trust Bank PLC. reserves the right to accept or reject any or
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According (o the tender
notice, businessmen, auction
bidders, contractors, and
dog lovers have been invited
to an open auction, which
will begin at 12:00pm on
November 25 and continue
until all three dogs find new
owners.

The rules are simple:
interested  buyers  must
deposit Tk 1,000 to
participate. Successful
bidders will pay the final price
along with 10 percent income

tax and 7.5 percent VAT.
Each dog will be auctioned
separately. They can be

inspected by contacting
the Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Special Action
Group), DMP, and buyers
must complete payment
and collect their dogs within
three days. For more details,
interested persons may dial
01320-046356.

Ex-OC ordered killings
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fire directly,” he testified.
“ASI Bishwajit and several
others opened fire on his
command,” he added.

He said police personnel
then loaded the bodies of
the fallen protesters onto
a police van. While doing
so, he noticed that the OC
was speaking in hushed

senior

Ripon,

tones with Bishwajit and then lawmaker Saiful in the case. Of them, eight
Abdul Malek, a constable.  Islam repeatedly phoned are in custody. Seven
“They stopped talking OC Sayed, instructing pleaded not guilty and
when I approached. I him to suppress protests demanded justice.
suspected they were and arrest opposition Following his
planning something activists. deposition, the defence
regarding the bodies,” “The OC relayed those began  cross-examining
Abzalul said. He later orders to us, and we him, which is set
came (o know that the OC carried them out,” he said.  continue today.
and ASI Bishwajit burned Abzalul, arrested in

the bodies using petrol.

police
then Dhaka Range DIG
Syed Nurul Islam, then
Dhaka SP Asaduzzaman
former SP
Abdullahel
Savar Circle Additional SP
Shahidul Islam,
those involved.
According to
during the July uprising,

officials,

Kafi, and

disclosure.”
On August 21

against

him,

the case in May 2025,
told the tribunal he chose
to turn approver out of
“moral responsibility” and
to repay his debts to the
martyrs. He also vowed to
make a “full and truthful

this
year, the tribunal framed
chargesagainst 16 accused

Registrar General Md. Zahid
Hossain repeatedly wrote
letters declaring DSCC’s
“own server” unlawful.

On August 3, 2024, amid
the anti-discrimination
student movement, Taposh
left the country. Afterwards,
certificate distribution
through the national server
resumed.

According to DSCC’s IT
department, under Taposh’s
directive, 78,956 birth and
1,471 death registrations
were issued in about 10 and
a half months, generating
nearly Tk 40 lakh in revenue.

DSCC currently
provides services through
10 zonal offices in 75
wards. Regulations require
applications to be submitted
via the Registrar General’'s
website and deposited at
regional offices.

Certificates issued
through DSCC’s own server

led to increasing suffering,
forcing residents to reapply.

By law, a birth certificate
is required for accessing
government services,
including the issuance of a
national ID, passport, and
driving licence.

The Registrar General’s
office has MOUs with 22
government  institutions
under two acts, granting
the Registrar General sole
authority over software
development, maintenance,
and the preservation of
registration data -- leaving
DSCC’s initiative without a
legal basis.

Contacted, Registrar
General Md Zahid Hossain
said, “So far, problems have
been resolved for 40,000
registrations in  DSCC.
Those are now available
online. Work is ongoing
to resolve the remaining
issues.”

The witness further

stated that he saw no
punitive action taken by

STATUTORY NOTICE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH

NOTICE
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COLURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
COMPANY MATTER NO. 1916 OF 2025
IN THE MATTER OF:

An application under Section 171 of the Companies Act, 1994
-A N D-

IN THE MATTER OF:

Modhumoti Bank PLC, Uttara Branch, hoving address at Sisam Tower (Level-

1), Plot Mo. 15, Road No. 02, Sector-3, Utara, Mode] Town, Dhaka-1230,

represented by its nuthonzed representative Mr. Taasin Abedin, Principal Officer

- Petitioner
VERSLUS-

I. The Repistrar of Joint Stock Companies and Firms, represented by the
Registrar, having its Head Office at TCB Bhaban (6th Floor), |, Kawran
Bazar, Dhaka-1215 and having its Chittagong Office st CDA Annex Building
{5th Floor), Kotownh, Chittagong

b

Mars Textiles Limited, represented by s Managing Director, having s
Corporate Office at House No. 150, Road No. 01 (East), Bandhara DOHS
Dhaka and having ns Liaison Office at House No, 31, Road No. 10, Sector-
06, Untara, Dhiska

3. Mahmud Spianing Limited, represented by its Managing Director, having its
registered address at Progressive Tower (Ist Floor) 1837, Agrabad C/A,
Chattogram and having its Corporate Head Office at House No. 07, Road No.

19/A, Sector-4, Uttura, Dhaka
== Respondents
Motice is hereby given that an application under Section 171 of the Companies

Act, 1994 was filed before the Company Bench of the Hon'ble High Courn
Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh on behalf of the above pamed
petitioner for rectification of the register of morigages. Upon hearing of the
aforesaid application on 30.10.2025, Mr Justice Ahmed Sohel presiding over the

Company Bench of the Hon'ble High Court Division was pleased 1o admit the
said application and, further, directed the pentioner to publish notice i the daily
newspapers

Anyone destrous to contest the said apphication miry appear before the Hon'ble
Court in person or through an Advocate on the dase on which it will be heard. A
copy of the appheation may be collected from the office of the undersigned upon
payment of costs

Md, Saimum Islam

Barrister-ut-Law
Advocate; Supreme Court of Bangladesh
Room No. 311, SCBA Bulding
Mobile: 017051 10896

HIGH COURT DIVISION (STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
COMPANY MATTER NO. 2005 OF 2025
IN THE MATTER OF:
An application under sections 81(2) and 85(3) read with section 396 of the
Companies Act, 1994, AND IN THE MATTER OF;
Wahida Sharmin, Managing Director of FIT ELEGANCE Ltd, of Reg. Office: A-131,
Lane-05, New DOHS,Mohakhali,, Dhaﬁisgn%adesh. ..... Petitioner.
o us-

FIT ELEGANCE Ltd, of Reg. Office: A-131, Lane-05, New DOHS,Mohakhali, |
Dhaka, and The Registrar, Joint Stock Companies & Firms (RJSC), TCB Bhabon
(6th floor), 1, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215. -.Respondents.
Matice is hereby given that an application under sections 81(2) and 85(3) read with
section 396 of the Companies Act, 1994, was moved before the High Court Division of
the Supreme Court of Bangladesh on behalf of the petitioner for condoning the delay
of holding the Annual General Meeting of FIT ELEGAMCE Ltd for the years 2021,2022,
2023 and 2024. Upon hearing the application The Hon'ble Company Judge Mr.
Justice Ahmed Sohel has admitted the said application on 06.11.2025. If any person
interested in the said application may appear on the date of hearing or before the
Har'ble Court either himself or through an Advocate. A copy of the said application
may be obtained from the undersigned on payment of charges.
Jobaer Ahmed, Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh,
14 Purana Paltan, Darus Salam Arcade, 11th floor, Suit # 1208, Dhaka-1000.
Mobile: +88-01725656984,

STATUTORY NOTICE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH, HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
Company Matter Mo. 2028 of 2025
An application under Section 81(2) and 85(3) read with section 388 of the
Comparas Act, 1994,

AND

IN THE MATTER OF:
GP CAPT. SK M SHAFIQUL ISLAM p\?éégfltsd': ------------ Petitioner
IFDC Solar Power (BD) Ltd, and Others =~ seeeeeeee —--Respondents

Motice is hereby given that an Application under Section B81(2) and B5(3) read with
saection 396 of the Companies Act, 1984 for delay in holding AGMs of shareholder of
IFDC Solar Power (BD) Ltd. was moved before the Hon'ble High Court Division of
the Supreme Court of Bangladesh by the Petitionar.

Upon hearing the Application on 12.11.2025, Hon'ble Company Judge Mr. Justice
Ahmed Sohel has been pleased to admit the said Application and directed
wnl?az%aﬁn of this notice and fixed date of compliance of this nolice on or balore
1512, ]

Any person inferested to oppose the said Application may appear before the Hon'ble
Court either in pearson or through an Advocate on the date fixed for hearing

Copy of the said Application may be obtained from the undersigned on payment of
necessary cost.
Masuma Akter
Advocate | Suprame Couwrt of Bangladesh
Chambsar Al- Amin Center (Ground Floar),
25/4 Dilkusha C/A, Motijheel, Dhaka- 1000. Mobile No. 01712077877,
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