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SC order on 
caretaker 
govt today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court is set to deliver its verdict today on the 
appeals and review petitions against its 2011 judgment that 
scrapped the non-party caretaker government system.

The appeals and petitions have been listed as item 
numbers 1 and 2 in today’s cause list for announcement of 
judgment, according to the SC website uploaded yesterday 
afternoon.

On November 11, a seven-member bench of the apex 
court headed by Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed 
concluded the hearing and fixed today for delivering the 
verdict on the appeals and review petitions.

During the hearing, the lawyers for the appellants, 
petitioners and the state prayed to the top court to 
overturn its 2011 judgment and restore the non-party 
caretaker government system to the constitution for 
holding free and fair elections and to establish democracy 
in the country.

BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami, five citizens, freedom fighter 
Mofazzal Islam of Naogaon and two rights organisations 
lodged the review petitions last year challenging the 2011 
verdict.

A seven-judge full bench of the Appellate Division, 
headed by the then chief justice ABM Khairul Haque, had 
declared by majority view on May 10, 2011 that the 13th 
amendment to the constitution (related to the caretaker 
government) was null and void.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ten conditions imposed on recruiting 
agencies sending Bangladeshi workers to 
Malaysia must be withdrawn, demanded 
Bangladesh Association of International 
Recruiting Agencies (Baira) Sammilito 
Samonnoy Front yesterday. 

They also called for 
restoring the previous 
rule for sending workers 
to Saudi Arabia, which 
allowed up to 24 visas to be 
approved for exit clearance 
without verification.

Additionally, they 
demanded withdrawal of 
what they termed a “false 
case” filed against Baira’s 
former joint secretary 
Fakhrul Islam, along with 
punishment for whoever filed it.

These demands were made at a press 
conference at the Maulana Akram Khan 
Hall of the National Press Club yesterday 
morning.

MAH Selim, former president of Baira, 
read out the written statement at the 
briefing.

There have long been allegations 
of irregularities, corruption and high 
migration costs caused by syndicates in 
the Malaysian labour market, said Selim.

“Even though there has been a political 
change, some advisers have continued 
unprofessional behaviour in diplomatic 
affairs,” he said, adding that this is 

influencing unreasonable 
decisions regarding the 
labour market.

He said the ten 
conditions set by the 
Malaysian government 
for selecting recruiting 
agencies are not realistic.

“These conditions are 
part of a plan by syndicates 
to finalise only their 
preferred agencies. Even a 
small country like Nepal 

has rejected these conditions. Therefore, 
Bangladesh should also be able to do the 
same,” he added.

He also said the Ministry of Expatriates’ 
Welfare has ordered applications to begin 
using Malaysia’s ten new conditions without 
discussing the matter with stakeholders.

The ten conditions 
include requirements 

such as a 
10,000-square-foot 
office, remaining at 

the same address for 
three years, proof of 

sending at least 3,000 
workers, and having a 

training centre.

MALAYSIA’S LABOUR MARKET

Withdraw ‘unrealistic 
conditions’: Baira
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Commuters from Kamalapur, Gopibagh, Tikatuli, and surrounding areas use a boat to cross Motijheel’s only remaining jheel (pond). The waterbody, 
a popular transportation route, serves as a time-saving shortcut, with passengers paying Tk 5 for the journey. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finn, Cory, and Sam -- three dogs of Dhaka 
Metropolitan Police’s K-9 Team -- sniffed out 
danger, guarded crime scenes, and stood loyally 
beside their handlers for years.

Now, after a long stretch of service, the three 
are preparing for a quieter life -- not in kennels or 
behind barbed wire, but hopefully in warm homes 
with new families.

The DMP has announced that the three will 
be released from duty and offered to the public 
through an open auction on November 25 at its 
canine facilities in Mirpur-14 Police Lines.

All three dogs were born and trained in the 
United Kingdom before being inducted into the 
force’s operational lineup in Dhaka. They worked 
for the Counter Terrorism and Transnational 
Crime (CTTC) unit’s specialised K-9 unit.

Among them, Finn is a male Labrador, Cory 
a female Labrador, and Sam a male German 
Shepherd. All of them are eight years of age and 
have grown too old for the demanding tasks of 
explosive detection, search operations, or patrol 
duties. However, officials say they remain in 

Cory Finn Sam

Finn, Cory and 
Sam to retire
The K-9 trio will be up for 
auction on Nov 25
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Students cover their nose and mouth as they walk past a heap of burning trash on their way home from school around noon yesterday. 
Locals said when city corporation cleaners fail to collect garbage on time, some people set the waste on fire. The photo was taken in 
Lalmatia yesterday. PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

MIRZA FAKHRUL 

ISLAM ALAMGIR
BNP Secretary General

The essence of 
democracy is that 
I may not agree 
with you, but I 
will still defend 
your freedom 
to express your 
opinion, even 
at the cost of 
my life. That 
is democracy. 
Unfortunately, 

we do not want to 
tolerate others’ 
views here -- we 
want to silence 
them. We must 
move away from 
this mindset.

The birth registration 
conundrum at DSCC

Around 79,000 certificates issued through its ‘own server’ 
rendered invalid; residents face extra hassle, costs

DIPAN NANDY

The long-running complications 
over birth registration have 
reached a breaking point in the 
Dhaka South City Corporation 
(DSCC).

Although the Office of the 
Registrar General holds legal 
jurisdiction, former mayor 
Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh 
introduced an “own server” of 
the city corporation during his 
tenure, claiming it would boost 
revenue.

Nearly 79,000 birth and 
1,500 death registrations were 
recorded through this system. 
But after August 5 last year, 
DSCC’s registration process was 
reinstated under the Registrar 
General’s central server, 
rendering those certificates 
invalid.

As a result, residents are 
now being forced to reapply 
and pay the fees again. Every 

day, affected individuals crowd 
DSCC’s regional offices seeking 
valid certificates.

On Tuesday morning, Jahidul 
Islam waited outside the Zone-1 
office at Nagar Bhaban, trying to 
collect a birth certificate for his 
four-year-old son, Ayman, ahead 
of school admission.

“When I went for admission, I 
found out the certificate issued 
during Taposh’s tenure was 
invalid,” he said. “I had to reapply. 
They charged Tk 50 before, and 
again this time. When I asked 
about the earlier payment, no 
one had an answer.”

In the same office, 
Dhanmondi resident Erfanul 
Rahman sought clarification 
about his daughter Abiba’s “fake 
birth certificate”.

He said, “When applying 
for a passport, they told me 
the certificate had no link to 
the national server. DSCC is 
supposed to provide services, 

but they are harassing us. Now 
they’re asking me to apply 
again.”

Victims say they must pay 
the government-prescribed fee 
again, with no refund for the 
money previously deposited into 
DSCC’s server. Death certificates 
issued through the server have 
also become invalid.

DSCC Zone-1’s Zonal 
Executive Officer Kazi Saleh 
Mustanzir said, “After August 
5, we attempted to integrate 
South City’s birth and death 
registration data into the central 
system. Due to technical errors, 
not all data could be integrated. 
Therefore, people were asked 
to reapply.” Similar complaints 
came from Zone-3 in Nawabganj.

Monowar Hossain, dealing 
with his daughter Raida’s 
registration, said, “I already took 
the service from DSCC and paid 
the fee. Now I have to take it 
again.”

Zone-3’s Zonal Executive 
Officer Md Sujauddoula 
acknowledged the frustration. 
“Their anger is natural, as they 
are facing both extra expenses 
and suffering. The application 
fee is embedded in the online 
system, making submission 
impossible without payment.”

DSCC sources said Taposh 
demanded a share of the 
Registrar General’s revenue from 
birth certificates after taking 
office.

This dispute halted 
registration activities in the 
DSCC from June to September 
2023. As public suffering grew, 
DSCC began issuing certificates 
directly from its own server on 
October 4, 2023, and collected 
fees accordingly.

However, as the server was 
not connected to the Registrar 
General’s database, problems 
surfaced immediately.

When I went for 
my son’s school 

admission, I found 
out the birth 

certificate issued 
during Taposh’s 

tenure was invalid. 
I had to reapply. 

They charged Tk 50 
before, and again 
this time. When I 
asked about the 

earlier payment, no 
one had an answer.

JAHIDUL ISLAM
A resident of DSCC Zone-1 SEE PAGE 4 COL 7


