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East West University (EWU) hosted a day-long job fair on 
November 15, connecting thousands of aspiring graduates 
with 70 leading national and multinational organisations. 
The event was inaugurated by Muhammad Fouzul Kabir 
Khan, Adviser to the Ministry of Power, Energy, and Mineral 
Resources at the EWU campus. Khan called on the youths 
to enter politics, stressing the critical need for ethical 
leadership. 

Barrister Nihad Kabir, Former President of the 
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industries 
(MCCI), Dhaka, and Special Guest at the event, highlighted 
the fair’s value, calling it a “great opportunity” for students 
to choose their desired career paths and learn details 
about their preferred organisations, as well as the 
opportunity for the employers too.

Professor Dr Mohammed Farashuddin, Chairperson 
of the Board of Trustees, EWU, and former Governor of 
the Bangladesh Bank, emphasised the importance of 

entrepreneurship for national development. He asserted 
that the government should prioritise creating and 
nurturing small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to reduce 
poverty and inequality in the country. Dr Farashuddin 
suggested creating three million small entrepreneurs, 
providing them with training and low-interest or Islamic 
Mudaraba method loans to boost national production and 
employment. Professor Dr Shams Rahman, Vice-Chancellor 
of EWU, stated that the job fair is organised to establish 
a vital link between industry and academia. He noted 
that at the job fair, students are not only applying to their 
preferred organisations, but organisations are also able to 
find their preferred graduates.

A total of 70 companies, including banks, NGOs, 
telecom operators, RMG, beverage, electronics, software 
companies, financial institutions, non-profit organisations, 
pharmaceuticals, and HR professional training institutions, 
participated in the event.
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The country’s first university-based anti-drug organisation, 
Stamford Anti-Drug Forum, organised a cultural programme 
titled “Tarunnyer Joy Utsob 2.0” on November 11 at the 
university premises. The programme aimed to spread 
awareness against drug abuse among the youth through 
cultural expression and creative engagement.

Dr Arup Ratan Chowdhury, Chairman of the Association 
for the Prevention of Drug Abuse (MANAS), attended the 
event as the Chief Guest. The event was divided into two 
segments: a seminar and a cultural session. During the 
seminar, speakers included Md Ziaul Hasan, Treasurer of 
Stamford University Bangladesh; Saumitra, Assistant Proctor; 
and Iti Laila Kazi, Convener of the forum, among others.

The cultural segment featured musical performances, 
dance, recitations, and short plays, all carrying the message 
that cultural practice keeps people away from drugs.

At the end of the programme, guests and participants 
praised the forum’s efforts and encouraged further 
initiatives to keep the youth community drug-free through 
positive cultural and social engagement.

Tarunnyer Joy Utsob 
2.0: Stamford Anti-Drug 
Forum’s cultural campaign 
against drugs

N O T I C E  B O A R D

The two-day International Conference 
on Economics, Business and Technology 
Management 2025 (ICEBTM 2025)—
organised by the School of Business and 
Entrepreneurship (SBE) of Independent 
University, Bangladesh (IUB)—kicked off 
on November 14 at The Westin Dhaka.

Dr Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive 
Chairman of the Power and Participation 
Research Centre (PPRC) and Chairman 
of BRAC, opened the event as the Chief 
Guest. He was joined by IUB Board of 
Trustees Chairman Didar A Husain, 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr M Tamim, Pro 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr Daniel W Lund, 
Acting Dean of SBE Prof. Dr Raisul Awal 
Mahmood, and Conference General Chair 
Prof. Dr Md Mamun Habib. Syed Nasim 
Manzur, Managing Director of Apex 
Footwear Limited, attended the event as 
the Guest of Honour. 

Keynote papers were presented by Dr 
Hossain Zillur Rahman; Prof. Jonathan 
Liu of Manchester Business School, UK; 
and Prof. Dr Maniam Kaliannan of the 
University of Nottingham Malaysia. 
Sessions were chaired by Prof. Dr 
M Tamim; Prof. Dr Farid A Sobhani, 
Vice-Chancellor of Eastern University; 
and Dr Derek Westfall of Oregon State 

University, USA. 
Industry leaders joined academia 

leaders in panel discussions titled 
“Industry Talk” and “Academia-Industry 
Discussion”. 

The academia was represented by Dr 
Ferdous Saleheen of Sharjah Maritime 
Academy, UAE; International University 
of Business Agriculture and Technology 
(IUBAT) Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr Abdur 
Rob; Chittagong Independent University 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr M M Nurul 
Absar; American International University 
- Bangladesh (AIUB) Pro Vice-Chancellor 
Prof. Dr Md Abdur Rahman; and Prof. Dr 
Rajah Rasiah from Malaysia.

Industry leaders included Syed Nasim 
Manzur, Apex Footwear Managing 
Director; Amer Salim, Director of Knit 
Asia Ltd. and Aurum Sweater Ltd.; A K M 

Shahnawaj, Managing Director (Current 
Charge), Dhaka Bank PLC; Niaz Rahim, 
Group Director, Rahimafrooz; Dr 
Ahmad Ahsan, Director, Policy Research 
Institute; Mirza Sajeeb Rayhan, AmCham 
representative; Kamran T Rahman, 
President, MCCI; Dr Md Mosharraf 
Hossain from icddr,b; Dr Ben Bvepfepfe 
of CITL (UK); and Emeka Henry Egson 
(Canada). 

Throughout the first day, two parallel 
sessions featured 80 research paper 
presentations by faculty, students, and 
scholars from local and international 
universities and institutions. A “PhD 
Colloquium and a Paper Producing 
Workshop” was conducted by leading 
international academics, who provided 
important tips on the PhD journey and 
publishing papers. 

More than 300 academics, researchers, 
students, and industry professionals from 
over 12 countries, including the US, the 
UK, Australia, Canada, Japan, Malaysia, 
India, Poland, Thailand, and the UAE, took 
part in ICEBTM 2025.

The two-day conference concluded on 
November 15 with an award and closing 
ceremony at The Westin Dhaka.

Keynote papers on the second day 
were presented by Prof. Dr Rajah Rasiah 
of the University of Malaya, Malaysia, 
and Dr Ahmad Ahsan, Director of the 
Policy Research Institute. The session 
was chaired by Prof. Dr Abdur Rab, 
Vice-Chancellor of IUBAT, and Dr Ben 
Bvepfepfe, Leeds Trinity University & 
CILT, UK.

Industry and academia leaders 
participated in several “Industry Talk” and 
“Academia-Industry Discussion” sessions. 

The second day also featured three 
parallel sessions where faculty members, 
researchers, and students from home and 
abroad presented a total of 106 research 
papers and 12 posters. A special session 
titled “Meet the Journal Editors” allowed 
participants to engage with editors of 
journals where selected conference 
papers will later be published.
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