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has been nominated for the 
assistant general secretary 
post.

Meanwhile, Jatiya 
Chhatra Shakti, formerly 
Bangladesh Gonotantrik 
Chhatra Sangsad, also 
announced its 20-member 
panel, titled “Oikkoboddho 
Jobian”, yesterday. 

The panel was 
announced by the 
organisation’s central 
president Zahid Hasan.

The panel has 
nominated Kishore Anjum 
Sammo, former joint 
secretary of BGCS central 
unit, for the VP post, while 
Md Faisal Murad, president 
of the JnU unit Chhatra 
Shakti, for the GS post.

Shahin Mia, member 
secretary of the JnU unit 

of Chhatra Shakti, will 
contest for the AGS post 
from the panel. 

A total of 312 students 
had collected nomination 
forms for the central and 
hall union elections, while 
249 candidates -- 211 for 
central and 38 for hall 
union -- submitted their 
nominations on the last day 
of submission yesterday. 

According to the 
schedule, the nomination 
forms will be scrutinised on 
November 19 and 20.

The final list of 
candidates, following 
objections, settlements, 
and dope tests -- scheduled 
for November 27 and 30 
-- will be published on 
December 3. 

The election is scheduled 
for December 22. 
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He said BCL leaders and 
activists, along with 
university officials and 
staff, hurled bricks at the 
students as police launched 
the attack.

According to Rownok, 
the students eventually 
forced the gate open, but 
the situation escalated 
when police inside the 
campus fired again, 
causing panic. He took 
cover near Biam Market 
just outside the gate.

From there, he said, 
he saw a student with 
his arms raised and 
chest exposed facing the 
police. “Suddenly, police 
fired several rounds. He 
collapsed on the road 
divider,” Rownok told the 

tribunal.
Rownok and others 

rushed to help, but before 
they could reach the park 
corner, he himself was hit 
twice -- once in the waist 
and once below the knee. 
He did not seek medical 
treatment for his injuries.

Rownok later learned 
the student was Abu Sayed, 
25, an English Department 
student. Around 3:30pm, 
he came to know that 
Sayed had died at Rangpur 
Medical College Hospital.

Thirty individuals, 
including former BRUR 
VC Prof Hasibur Rashid 
and former Rangpur 
Metropolitan Police 
commissioner Md 
Moniruzzaman, have been 
accused in the case.
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Matiur 
Rahman 
passes away
CITY DESK

Dr Matiur 
R a h m a n , 
the founder 
of the 
discipline of 
nephrology in Bangladesh, 
passed away in a private 
hospital in Dhaka on 
November 14. He was 90. 

He was the founding head 
of Nephrology in IPGMR 
(now Bangladesh Medical 
University). He also helped 
establish Bangladesh 
Kidney Foundation, and 
set up the first kidney 
transplant in Bangladesh. 

Born in Nazirpur 
village, part of Natore, 
he completed his MBBS 
from DMC and undertook 
his specialisation in 
nephrology in the UK. 

A former president 
of Bangladesh Renal 
Association, Rahman 
also served as a long-
term president of the 
Bangladesh chapter 
of Japan International 
Cooperation Agency.

He left behind his two 
daughters and two sons 
and their spouses, four 
grandchildren and a host of 
admirers and well-wishers.  

His namaz-e-janaza 
was held Azad Mosque in 
Gulshan yesterday after 
zuhr prayers. 

TAFSILUL AZIZ, Kishoreganj

Farmers in Kishoreganj are 
grappling with an acute 
shortage of fertiliser ahead of 
the upcoming Boro and maize 
cultivation season, raising 
concerns that production targets 
may fall short this year.

Farid Mia, a farmer from Purba 
Shingpur village in Nikli upazila, 
said he planned to cultivate 12 
acres of land this Boro season. 
But when he went to purchase 
fertiliser from a local dealer of the 
Bangladesh Chemical Industries 

Corporation (BCIC), he received 
only two bags, fewer than what he 
needed.

“The dealer told me that the 
district’s fertiliser allocation has 
been cut in half. Now I don’t know 
how I will manage to cultivate my 
land properly,” he said.

Farmers across the district 
expressed similar frustrations, 
saying they are having to queue for 
hours only to get one or two bags.

Abul Hossain of Goradigha 
village said even after waiting all 
day, they could not buy enough 
fertiliser.

According to the Department 
of Agricultural Extension (DAE) in 
Kishoreganj, the district received 
4,877 tonnes of urea against a 
demand of 10,164 tonnes, 215 
tonnes of TSP against 2,677 tonnes, 
4,391 tonnes of DAP against 7,655 
tonnes, and 3,120 tonnes of MOP 
against a demand of 7,436 tonnes.

Dr Sadiqur Rahman, deputy 
director of the DAE and member 
secretary of the District Fertiliser-
Seed Monitoring Committee, 
said, “The agriculture ministry is 
finalising the ‘Integrated Policy 
on Fertiliser Dealer Appointment 

and Distribution-2025,’ expected 
by December. Once approved, 
it will bar appointing dealers 
outside their own upazilas, 
which should help address supply 
inconsistencies.”

He said 30 BCIC dealers in the 
district currently operate outside 
their own upazilas.

This season, Boro cultivation 
has been targeted on 1,68,260 
hectares with a production goal 
of 7.96 lakh tonnes of rice, while 
maize will be cultivated on 11,780 
hectares, producing an estimated 
1.2 lakh tonnes.

BORO, MAIZE CULTIVATION

Fertiliser shortage leaves 
farmers in Kishoreganj worried
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

An adult male wild elephant, aged around 40 years, 
was found dead yesterday in Ukhiya of Cox’s Bazar.

Local union parishad member Syed Hamza said 
residents spotted the dead elephant yesterday morning 
and informed the Forest Department.

Forest Department personnel recovered the carcass 
from a farmland in Rajapalang union in the morning. 
They suspect that the elephant was caught in a live 
electric trap and died, said Abdul Mannan, Ukhiya 
range officer.

Dochhari Beat Officer Emdadul Haque Rony said 
some farmers have been using illegal electric traps to 
ward off wild elephants and protect the croplands.

According to Forest Department, five elephants 
have died in Ukhiya and Teknaf since January this year. 

Elephant found 
dead in Ukhiya

ANWARUL HAIDER, Noakhali

Academic activities at Noakhali Medical College 
have been severely hampered due to a shortage of 
teachers and poor infrastructure.

The college was established in 2008 to expand 
medical education in the greater Noakhali 
region (Feni, Lakshmipur and Noakhali), starting 
with 50 students in a few rooms of the 250-bed 
Noakhali General Hospital. In 2012, academic 
and administrative activities were shifted to its 
permanent campus in Mirwarishpur of Begumganj.

Seventeen years on, the college is 
still struggling with significant 

challenges. At present, there 
is not a single teacher in the 

anatomy department, while 
other departments also face 
acute shortages.

“There is a crisis of 
accommodation and security 

in the female hostel. There 
are not enough rooms, and 

sometimes there is no water,” said 
Farhana Haque, a 4th-year student.

Student Miskat Smaranika Meem said 
rainwater leaks through the roof during monsoon.

The college now has 440 students, with around 
100 admitted each year. However, there are not 
enough classrooms, no modern auditorium, no 
well-stocked library, and laboratories lack facilities. 

Principal Dr Aminur Rahman said, 
“Construction of buildings to solve the student 
housing crisis is underway. We are also working to 
recruit new teachers.”

Ashraf Uddin, PWD executive engineer in 
Noakhali, said a tender has been invited for 
constructing a 500-bed hospital and nursing 
institute on the campus at a cost of Tk 254 crore.

NOAKHALI MEDICAL COLLEGE

Students suffer for 
teacher shortage, 
poor facilities


