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Japan warns 
citizens in 
China about 
safety
AFP, Tokyo

Japan has warned 
its citizens in China 
to be careful of their 
surroundings and to 
avoid big crowds amid a 
diplomatic row over Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s 
comments on Taiwan.

The escalating spat 
has already seen Beijing 
advise Chinese citizens to 
avoid travelling to Japan 
and hit Tokyo stocks. The 
screenings of at least two 
Japanese movies will also 
be postponed in China, 
state media reported.

“Pay attention to your 
surroundings and avoid as 
much as possible squares 
where large crowds gather, 
or places that are likely to be 
identified as being used by 
many Japanese people,” the 
Japanese embassy in China 
said.

Beijing yesterday vowed 
to “protect the safety” 
of foreigners, but said it 
had reiterated a “strong 
protest” with Tokyo over 
Takaichi’s comments.

Western aid cuts could 
cause 22.6m deaths

Say researchers; WFP warns 318 million people will face 
crisis-level hunger or worse next year

REUTERS, Washington

Abrupt cuts to development aid by 
major donor countries could cause 
up to 22.6 million additional deaths 
in developing countries by 2030, 
including 5.4 million children 
under five, according to a new 
study by the Barcelona Institute for 
Global Health (ISGlobal) and other 
organizations.

The warning comes as the United 
States, Britain, Germany and France 
have each reduced development aid 
for the first time in nearly three 
decades and are planning further 
cuts in 2025. The ISGlobal study 
said continued cuts could reverse 
decades of progress in global health 
and poverty reduction. 

The global health research 
centre’s report, a copy of which was 
viewed by Reuters, examined data 
from 93 low- and middle-income 
countries to estimate the impact 
of further reductions in official 
development assistance (ODA) in 
2025, on top of sharp cuts over the 
past five years. 

It concluded that a severe 
reduction in that assistance would 

lead to 22.6 million additional deaths, 
including 5.4 million children under 
five, by 2030, significantly higher 
than the research institute had 
estimated in a previous study that 
focused on US cuts.

The authors modeled both a 
severe and a mild scenario for 
future aid cuts, along with one 
that would have maintained 2023 
funding levels.

Meanwhile, the United Nations 

World Food Programme (WFP) 
warned yesterday that the world is 
facing a deepening hunger crisis 
with resources falling far short 
of needs, citing sharp declines in 
humanitarian funding.

In its 2026 Global Outlook, the 
Rome-based WFP said 318 million 
people were expected to face crisis 
levels of hunger or worse next year, 
more than double the number in 
2019.

Trump declines to rule 
out troops in Venezuela
Floats talks with Maduro amid escalation 

REUTERS, Washington

President Donald Trump said on Monday 
he has not ruled out putting American 
forces on the ground in Venezuela, while 
expressing a willingness to hear directly 
from Nicolas Maduro regarding the 
Venezuelan leader’s proposals to avert 
further US military escalation. 

Asked if he would rule out US troops 
on the ground in the South American 
country, Trump said: “No, I don’t rule out 
that, I don’t rule out anything.”

Still, questioned if he would speak to 
Maduro directly, Trump told reporters at 
the White House: “I probably would talk to 
him, yeah. I talk to everybody.”

Maduro, when asked about Trump’s 
comments on Monday, said differences 
should be resolved through diplomacy and 

that he is willing to hold face-to-face talks 
with anyone interested.

“In the United States, whoever wants to 
talk with Venezuela will talk, face to face, 
without any problem,” Maduro said.

The US has been waging a campaign 
of deadly strikes against suspected drug 
trafficking boats off the Venezuelan coast 
and the Pacific coast of Latin America.

Maduro has repeatedly alleged that a 
US military buildup in the Caribbean is 
designed to drive him from power.

Taken as a whole, Trump’s comments 
suggest he is willing to dramatically 
escalate his administration’s 
confrontation with Venezuela, even as he 
is open to seeking an off-ramp if presented 
with an interesting enough proposal from 
the Venezuelan government.

No company immune  
if AI bubble bursts

Google boss warns
AFP, San Francisco

The head of Google’s parent company Alphabet warned 
that every company would be impacted if the AI bubble 
were to burst, in an interview to the BBC.

Sundai Pichai acknowledged there was “irrationality” 
behind the boom in artificial intelligence investment, 
which has fueled a tech rally this year.

But fears that the AI bubble could burst have led to a 
selloff, sending global stock markets tumbling in recent 
months.

Suspects may have ties 
to underworld: cops
FROM PAGE 1

criminal activities in the 
area and maintain ties 
with top underworld figure 
Ibrahim and the Shahadat 
group.

Contacted by this 
newspaper, a close 
associate of Kibria, 
preferring anonymity, 
said three brothers, Zamil, 
Mamun and Moshiur, 
have dominated drug 
trading, extortion and 
land grabbing in Pallabi for 
years. “During the Awami 
League government, a 
senior BGMEA leader 
reportedly gave them cover. 
All three of them have been 
abroad for long. Mamun is 
already accused in many 
cases.

“After the August 5 
political changeover, the 
brothers tried to expand 
their control, especially 
over drugs, by establishing 
links with underworld 
figures Ibrahim and 
Shahadat.”

The associate added, 
“Recently, acting on 
instructions from a senior 
BNP leader in North Dhaka, 
Kibria attempted to curb the 
spread of drugs. Mamun, 
once a close associate, did 
not take this well.

“Last Saturday, Kibria 
bhai called me and shared 
his concerns.”

A Jubo Dal leader 
familiar with both men said 
Kibria intended to contest 
for the councillor post from 
Pallabi. “That’s why he took 
steps to curb drug trading 
and extortion, which 
boosted his popularity.

“Mamun did not take 
it well and that is why he, 
his nephew Masum and 
his cohorts carried out the 
killing.”

Kibria’s wife Sabiha 
Akther Dina filed a 
murder case with Pallabi 
Police Station against five 
named and seven to eight 
unnamed individuals 
yesterday afternoon.

The named accused 
are Md Joni Bhuiyan, 25; 
Shohel alias Pata Shohel 
alias Monir Hossen, 30; 
Shohag alias Kallu, 27; 
Masum alias Bhaigna 
Masud, 28; and Rokon, 30.

Officer-in-Charge of 
Pallabi Police Station 
Mafizur Rahaman said 

Joni, who was at the scene, 
has been arrested. “More 
individuals have been 
identified and efforts are 
underway to arrest others.”

According to the case 
statement, Kibria was 
meeting associates at the 
Bikrampur Hardware and 
Sanitary Shop around 
6:00pm on Monday.

Around 6:42pm, three 
of the accused, Joni, Sohag 
and Rokon, entered the 
shop to kill him under 
instructions from two 
other accused, Shohel and 
Masum, who were nearby.

The statement added 
that they opened fire on 
Kibria, hitting multiple 
parts of the upper body. He 
sustained bullet wounds 
to the cheek or jaw, both 
sides of the chest, the right 
side of the neck, both arms, 
the back of his neck and 
behind his left ear.

Kibria’s body was taken 
to his parents’ house 
yesterday afternoon at 
the “Dha” block, Lane-1, 
Pallabi, just 200–250 feet 
from where he was shot. 

During a visit around 
2:00pm yesterday, relatives 
and leaders and activists of 
the BNP and its affiliated 
organisations were seen at 
the lane.

Approached by The 
Daily Star, Kibria’s younger 
brother Golam Kabir said, 
“....The motive behind the 
killing remains unclear…. 
My brother’s political 
position was becoming 
stronger day by day. That 
could be a reason.”

Kibria ran the hardware 
shop he was shot in, in 
partnership with Masud 
Rana at B Block, Road-5. 

Yesterday, Masud Rana 
told The Daily Star, “He 
was at the shop since noon; 
I even brought lunch for 
him. Shortly after 6:30pm, 
unidentified assailants 
entered and shot him.”

Police sources said 
several recent murders and 
shootings are linked to turf 
wars and personal feuds, 
tracing back to top figures 
in the underworld.

The killing took place 
just days after listed 
criminal Tariq Saif Mamun 
was shot dead in broad 
daylight, only yards from 
Dhaka’s court area.
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