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Prime Bank partners with BB to expand

digital nano credit access

digital credit facilities for underserved and
unbanked segments of society, in line with
the Government and Bangladesh Bank’s
vision of building a Cashless Bangladesh.
Through this refinance scheme, Prime Bank
will be able to offer fully digital loans to eligible
customers at a maximum interest rate, making
small-scale credit more accessible, affordable,
and convenient for

Igbal Mohasin, director of the Financial Inclusion Department of the Bangladesh Bank, and
Hassan 0 Rashid, chief executive officer of Prime Bank PLC, pose for photographs after signing
an agreement at the BB headquarters in Motijheel, Dhaka recently.

STAR BUSINESS DESK

loans.

Hassan O Rashid, chief executive officer of

"""" of the Financial Inclusion Department of the
Prime Bank PLC signed an agreement with
the Bangladesh Bank (BB) to avail the central
bank’s refinance facility for digital nano

country.

PHOTO: PRIME BANK

individuals across the

Prime Bank has already been offering
PrimeAgrim, a fully digital loan solution for
retail customers.

Through PrimeAgrim,
conveniently access a portion of their monthly
salary as a short-term loan with instant approval

customers  can

and seamless disbursement.

Prime Bank PLC, and Igbal Mohasin, director
Bank further
Bangladesh Bank, signed the agreement at the
BB headquarters in Motijheel, Dhaka recently,
according to a press release.

This initiative marks a significant step

toward expanding access (o affordable, release added.

AB Bank opens relocated Kakrail branch

STAR BUSINESS DESK

AB Bank PLC has opened its
relocated Kakrail branch at 82
Kakrail Road in Ramna, Dhaka
recently.

The branch is equipped with all
modern banking facilities.

Syed Mizanur Rahman, managing
director and chief executive officer
of AB Bank PLC, inaugurated the
branch as the chief guest, according
to a press release.

Top officials of the bank, along
with local businessmen and clients,
were also present.

Syed Mizanur Rahman, managing director and chief executive officer of AB
Bank PLC, inaugurates the relocated Kakrail branch on 82 Kakrail Road in
Ramna, Dhaka recently.

PHOTO: AB BANK
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This refinance partnership with Bangladesh
strengthens
commitment to advancing financial inclusion,
accelerating digital transformation
banking sector, and ensuring easy access (o
small-scale credit for customers nationwide, the

Prime Bank’s

in the

Gold slips to
one-week low

REUTERS

Gold prices fell to their
lowest levels in more than
a week on Tuesday as
fading bets on a Federal
Reserve interest rate
cut next month dented
demand ahead of delayed
US economic data releases
this week.

Spot gold was down 0.3
percent at $4,033.29 per
ounce, as of 0909 GMT,
after earlier hitting its
lowest since November 10.

US gold futures for
December delivery fell 1
percent to $4,032.60 per
ounce.

“Market participants
are pricing out US interest
rate cuts following more
hawkish comments from
Fed officials,” said UBS
analyst Giovanni Staunovo.

“I would expect gold
prices to bottom out
soon, as I still see the
Fed cutting rates several
times over the coming
quarters, and central banks
diversification into gold
remains strong.”

Markets have trimmed
their bets for a rate cut
next month to a just over
46 percent chance, down
from 67 percent last week,
the CME FedWatch tool
showed

The longest [ONS
government shutdown,
which ended last week,
led to a halt of official
economic data, leaving
policymakers and traders
flying blind ahead of
next month’s Fed policy
meeting.

Fed ofhicial
backs further
rate cut

WASHINGTON, United States

A key Federal Reserve
official  said  Monday
that he supports a third
consecutive interest rate
cut by the US central bank
in December, as the jobs
market remains weak and
is almost stalling.

“My focus is on the labor
market, and after months
of weakening, it is unlikely
that the September jobs
report later this week or
any other data that’s going
to come out in the next few
weeks is going to change
my view that another cut is
in order,” said Fed Governor
Christopher Waller at a
London dinner.

Waller is among a
handful of candidates seen
as potential successors to
Fed Chair Jerome Powell
when his term at the helm
of the US central bank ends

in May 2026.
He told the event
Monday that although

businesses were in a “no
hire, no fire mode” around
four to six weeks ago, they
are now starting to plan for
layofTs.

He added that a
December cut will “provide
additional insurance”
against an acceleration in
labor market weakening,
adding that he backs
another 25 basis points
reduction.

Shahjalal Islami Bank opens
Airport Road branch

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Shahjalal Islami Bank PL.C has opened its
Airport Road branch in Banani, Dhaka.
This is the bank’s 142nd branch,
according to a press release.

Mohammed Younus, vice-chairman of
Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC, inaugurated
the branch as the chief guest.

In his speech, Younus said, “Shahjalal
Islami Bank has been providing all
kinds of modern banking services to its
customers.

We hope that our Shahjalal Islami
Bank and this Airport Road branch
will be able to play a greater role in the
economic growth of the country.”

Mosleh Uddin Ahmed, managing
director of the bank, said, “Currently,
Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC is the name of
customer trust in the banking sector. The
customers always have full confidence

and trust in Shahjalal Islami Bank.”

All kinds of banking services are
available at the new branch.

Md Sanaullah Shahid, director of
the bank and chairman of the Bank
Foundation; Khandaker Shakib Ahmed
and Fakir Maniruzzaman, directors,
attended the event as special guests.

Among others, Imtiaz U Ahmed,
additional managing director of the
bank; M M Saiful Islam, deputy managing
director; Md Abul Bashar, company
secretary; Md Jafar Sadeq, chief financial
officer; Md Ashraful Azim, manager
of Dhaka Main Branch; FM Nawaz
Ali, manager of Dhanmondi Branch;
Mahmudul Shamim Talukder, manager
of Mohakhali Branch; AKM Iquebal,
manager of Banani Branch; Shamsul
Arifin Ferdose, manager of Airport Road
Branch; and Azharul Islam (Ronok), CEO
of Wan I'T Bangladesh, were also present.

Mohammed Younus, vice-chairman of Shahjalal Islami Bank PLC, inaugurates the

bank’s Airport Road branch in Banani, Dhaka recently.

PHOTO: SHAHJALAL ISLAMI BANK

Citizens Bank organises
annual risk conterence

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Citizens Bank PLC has organised an
“Annual Risk Conference 2025” at its
head office in Dhaka recently.

ANM Moinul Kabir, director of the
Department of Off site Supervision at
the Bangladesh Bank, inaugurated the
conference as the chief guest and shared
valuable guidelines on risk factors in the
banking sector, according to a press release.

Alamgir Hossain, managing director
of the bank, attended the conference and
delivered a keynote speech on various

aspects of risk in banking operations,
highlighting ways to minimise risks in
the current macroeconomic context.

Md Mostafizur Rahman and Md Abdul
Ladf, deputy managing directors of the
bank, and Mohammad Saiful Islam, chief
financial officer, were also present.

MM Apurba Abrar, deputy director of
the Department of Off site Supervision at
Bangladesh Bank, conducted the session as
the resource person. Md Israil Hossain, chief
risk officer, along with senior executives
and heads of divisions and branches of the
bank, also attended the event.

‘...
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ANM Moinul Kabir, director of the Department of Off-site Supervision at the
Bangladesh Bank, poses for group photographs with participants of an “Annual
Risk Conference 2025”, organised by Citizens Bank PLC, at the latter’s head office

in Dhaka recently.

PHOTO: CITIZENS BANK

Bangladesh Freedom Fighters Welfare Trust
Engineering Section
Swadhinata Bhaban
88, Motjjheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000
Open Architectural Design Competition for the Design of Ten-Storied
BFFWT Indoor Sports and Cineplex in Chattogram

Criterig

This competition calls for an innovative architectural design for an indoor sports and
cineplex building for the entertaimments of the peoples of Chattogram. The project should
focus for a state-of~the-art lndoor Sports Complex 1o the evolving needs of good sports
fucilities for social communications by integrating flexible sports areas for varous games
and multiplex movie theatre etc. Emphasis is placed on climate-responsive design,
sustainability and the intelligent use of natural light and ventilation. Participants are
ullu?uragwl 1+ m.plnn: creative hpﬂilal arrangements that promole enteriamments, The
building should reflect the BFFWT s identity while engaging with it's an indoor sport and
cineplex building. Proposals must consider circulation, accessibility, structural
feasibility, and the mtegration of technology-onented ententammments, This competition
imvites innovative proposals that redefine the boundanes of aesthetic architecture
blending functionality, sustainability and aesthetic brilliance. The building design should
serve as a bluepnint for a landmark facility that will inspire commumnity engagements,
promote wellness and suppont diverse sporting dhsciplines under one roof’ Proposals must
consider circulation, accessibility, structural feasiility and the mtegration of technology
in sports and recreational facilities. The competition seeks visionary solutions that will
balance funclionality, aesthetic value and long-term adaptability

Site Location

1088, Chatteshwari Road, Chottogram (Existing Almas & Dinar Cinema Hall),

First prize

BDT 2,50,000,00 { Taka Two Lakh and fifty thousand) and Certificate

Second prise

BOT | 5000000 (Taka One Lakh and fifty thousand ) & Certificate

. [Third prize
Prizes

BT 100,000,000 (Taka One Lakh) & Certificate

Special mention (3
Participants)

BT 25,000,00 ( Taka Twenty-five thousand ) & Certificate for each

Eligibsility

[The ehgibility of the Team Leader will be a ‘Regular Member™ of Institute of Architects
Bangladesh (IAB) with eight  years
conditions outhined n the local rules and Imarat Nirman Bidhimala-2008 in Chattogram,

of professional experience and meeting  the]

Competition

T'he competition brief have to be collected fram the BFFWT Office (Finance Division, 3rd
brief documents [Floor) from 20011,2025 to 27,11.2025 by 5:00pm by paying non-refundable fee of Tk

requirements
sheet,

collection 2000 ( Taka Two thousand only)
Site visit & All participants are invited to attend the site visit on 30 November 2025, from 10:30am to
- 2 1:00pm,
O S 7 n 4
SRS Dueries will be answered after the site visit at the project premises on 30 November 2025
Submission 22 December 2025, 3:00pm at Engmeering Section { 15t Floor), BFFWT

. Maximum 04 Mos. AO sheet. Plan, sections, elevation, perspective views and all required
Submission

illustration to descnbed desipn. Model of the project should be submitted with the design

Technology-BUET

Waorks.

=

=

Trust,

1. Managing Director, Bangladesh Freedom Fighters' Welfare Trust
2. A Member of Mimistry of Liberation War Affairs
3. A Member of Department Architects of Bangladesh University of Engineering and

Jurors 4. A Member of Deépartment of Architecture Under the Mimistry of Housing & Pubhbe

- A Member of Institute of Architects Bangladesh-1AB,
h, Asstt, Chief Engineer, Engineenng Section, Bangladesh Freedom Fighters™ Welfare

Md. Shazzadul Islam, Asstt. Chief Engineer, Engineerimg Section, BFFWT, 88. Motijheel

Contac! <
S Commercial Area, Dhaka, Cell: 02-9562258, 0172288418z
This advertisement 12 also available on the BFFWT website: www bffwt gov bd
Md. Salahuddin Ahmed
ik Director (Commerce & Development)
GID-2481

Tel: 02-223382340




