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South Africa 
warns of Gaza 
expulsion: FM
AFP, Johannesburg

The arrival in South Africa of 153 
Palestinians on a plane last week was 
“suspicious” and indicated “a clear 
agenda to cleanse Palestinians out of 
Gaza and the West Bank,” the foreign 
minister said yesterday.

The group landed in Johannesburg on 
a chartered flight on Thursday without 
departure stamps from Israel on their 
passports.

“We are suspicious as the South 
African government about the 
circumstances surrounding the arrival 
of the plane,” Foreign Minister Ronald 
Lamola told reporters.

South Africa border police kept the 
group on the plane for 12 hours before 
President Cyril Ramaphosa allowed 
them entry on a standard 90-day visa 
exemption.

It emerged later that a first plane 
carrying 176 Palestinians had arrived 
on October 28, according to the Gift of 
the Givers charity which is assisting the 
Palestinians.

Reports said a shadowy organisation 
named Al-Majd was involved in the 
departure from Gaza of both groups.

Trump reverses 
stance on 
Epstein files
Urges Republicans to vote 
for releasing them
REUTERS, Washington

US President Donald Trump on Sunday urged 
his fellow Republicans in Congress to vote for 
the release of files related to the late convicted 
sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, reversing his earlier 
resistance to such a move.

Trump’s post on his Truth Social came after 
House Speaker Mike Johnson said earlier that he 
believed a vote on releasing Justice Department 
documents in the Epstein case should help put to 
rest allegations that Trump had any connection to 
Epstein’s abuse and trafficking of underage girls.

“House Republicans should vote to release the 
Epstein files, because we have nothing to hide,” 
Trump wrote on Sunday night. 

Although Trump and Epstein were 
photographed together decades ago, the president 
has said the two men fell out before Epstein’s 
convictions. Emails released last week by a House 
committee showed the disgraced financier 
believed Trump “knew about the girls,” though 
it was not clear what that phrase meant. Trump 
has since instructed the Department of Justice to 
investigate prominent Democrats’ ties to Epstein.

Indigenous people attend a protest to call for climate justice and territorial protection during the UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP30), in Belem, Brazil, yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

45 pilgrims killed 
in Saudi bus
crash: India police

AGENCIES

Indian police said yesterday 
that an overnight bus 
accident in Saudi Arabia 
killed 45 Muslim pilgrims.

“The tragic bus accident 
involving Indian pilgrims 

in Saudi Arabia is deeply 
distressing,” V C Sajjanar, 

police commissioner for the 
city of Hyderabad, where many of 

the Indian citizens were reported to 
have come from, told reporters.

“According to preliminary information, 46 
people were travelling in the bus at the time of the 
incident, and heartbreakingly, only one person 
survived.”

The group was reportedly returning from 
Makkah after completing their rituals and was en 
route to Medina at the time of the accident.

According to a Gulf News report, many 
passengers were reportedly asleep at the time, 
leaving them little chance to escape when the bus 
burst into flames after the collision with the diesel 
tanker.

US escalates military 
presence near Venezuela

Trump signals possible talks with Maduro; Pentagon says it struck 

another suspected drug boat in Pacific
AFP, Washington

Donald Trump suggested Sunday that 
future talks with Venezuelan counterpart 
Nicolas Maduro could be on the table, as a 
regional US military buildup has whipped 
up tensions between the nations.

The US president spoke after 
Washington further upped the ante 
by announcing plans to designate as a 
terrorist group a cartel that it claims 
Maduro runs.

“We may be having some discussions 
with Maduro, and we’ll see how that 
turns out,” Trump told reporters in 
Florida, adding: “They would like to talk.”

Pressed for more details, he replied: 
“Venezuela would like to talk. What does 
it mean? You tell me, I don’t know... I’d 
talk to anybody.”

Earlier Sunday, the US State 
Department said it would classify Cartel 
de los Soles (Cartel of the Suns) -- which it 
claims is headed by Maduro -- as a foreign 
terrorist organization (FTO).

“Cartel de los Soles by and with 
other designated FTOs including Tren 
de Aragua and the Sinaloa Cartel 

are responsible for terrorist violence 
throughout our hemisphere as well as for 
trafficking drugs into the United States 
and Europe,” Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said in a statement.

The designation, effective from 
November 24, follows a huge US military 
mobilization in the Caribbean which 
Washington states is necessary to prevent 
drug smuggling into the United States. 

The US conducted another attack 
on an alleged drug trafficking boat in 
the eastern Pacific on Saturday, killing 
three people aboard, the Pentagon said 
on Sunday. “Intelligence confirmed that 
the vessel was involved in illicit narcotics 
smuggling, transiting along a known 
narco-trafficking route, and carrying 
narcotics,” the US Southern Command 
announced in a post on social media. 
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Britain reviews 
human rights 
laws
REUTERS, London

Britain will overhaul its approach to 
human rights laws to make it easier 
to deport migrants who arrive in the 
country illegally as part of a major 
shake-up of asylum policy to be set out 
yesterday.

Interior minister Shabana Mahmood 
will outline changes to how the European 
Convention on Human Rights will be 
interpreted by courts, the government 
said.

“These reforms will block endless 
appeals, stop last minute claims and 
scale up removals of those with no right 
to be here,” PM Keir Starmer said. In 
what the government claims to be the 
most sweeping asylum policy overhaul 
of modern times, Mahmood will also 
announce plans to make refugee status 
temporary and to quadruple the length 
of time refugees will have to wait for 
permanent settlement in Britain.


