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SOUTH LEBANON
Israeli

forces open
fire on UN

peacekeepers

AFP, Beirut

The United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
said yesterday that Israeli
soldiers had shot at its
peacekeepers from a tank
near an army position in
the country’s south.

UNIFIL has been
working with the Lebanese
army (o consolidate a truce
between Israel and the
Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah  reached last
November.

“This morning, the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) fired
on UNIFIL peacekeepers
from a Merkava tank from
near a position Israel has

established in Lebanese
territory,” the peacekeepers

REUTERS, Kyiv

Ukraine strikes

Russia’s oil refinery

Says military; Moscow troops advance in

Zaporizhzhia region

said in a statement, adding
heavy machine gun rounds
hit about five metres from
their personnel.

The force said the

Ukraine’s military said on Saturday it
had struck Russia’s Ryazan oil refinery,
adding that multiple explosions and a
large fire had been observed at the site.
No further details about the strike

peacekeepers were able . . . ,
o “leave safely thirty were provided in the military’s p
minutes later” after the stgtemer.lF on Facebook. -
tank withdrew inside the ~ Ryazan is located about
Isracli position. UNIFIL said 200 km (125 miles)
the shooting “represents southeast of Moscow.

Ukraine has

a serious violation of UN
Security Council resolution -
1701, which ended a 2006 il
conlflict between Israel and s
Hezbollah, and also formed
the basis of last November’s (
truce. 1ts

That ceasefire sought
to end more than a year
of hostilities between the
parties that broke out after
the start of the Gaza war.

Under the deal, Israel
was to withdraw its forces
from south Lebanon, but it
has kept them at five areas
it deems strategic.

regularly hit Russian
refineries  with
drones,
to degrade Moscow’s
capacity  to
full-scale
launched in February 2022.

Russia said yesterday that its
forces had moved forward sharply in
Ukraine’s south-eastern Zaporizhzhia
region, taking (wo settlements as part
of amajor push aimed at taking control
of the entire Zaporizhzhia region.

With a smaller army than Russia’s,
Ukraine has been grappling with how
to bolster defences in the Donetsk

seeking

finance
invasion

region while keeping the rest of the
front stable under intense artillery
and drone attack from highly mobile
Russian units.

Since
Dnipropetrovsk region in late June,

advancing into the

Russian forces have been pushing
there and in the neighbouring
Zaporizhzhia region
where its forces have
moved forward along a
relatively broad front
by at least 30 km (19
miles) over the past six
weeks, according to
pro-Ukrainian maps.
Russia’s defence
ministry said that its
forces had taken Mala
Tokmachka and Rivnopillya,
which put the southern towns

of Huliaipole and Orikhiv in danger
of being the target of Russian pincer
movements.

Meanwhile, Ukraine and Greece
signed an agreement
yesterday for the provision of US-
supplied liquefied natural gas (LNG) to
Kiev throughout the winter months.

in Athens

China Iinds bigger role as US
sidesteps COP30 climate summit

REUTERS, Belem

With the United States absent from
the UN annual international climate
summit for the first time in three
decades, China is stepping into the
limelight as a leader in the fight
against global warming.

Its country pavilion dominates
the entrance hall of the sprawling
COP30 conference grounds in
Brazil's Amazon city of Belem,
executives from its biggest clean
energy companies are presenting
their visions for a green future to
large audiences in English, and its
diplomats are working behind the
scenes to ensure constructive talks.

Those were Washington’s roles,
but they now reside with Beijing.
“Water flows to where there is
space, and diplomacy often does

P A0

BRASIL

the same,” Francesco La Camera,
director general at the International
Renewable Energy Agency, told
Reuters.

He said China’s dominance
in renewable energy and -electric
vehicles was bolstering its position
in climate diplomacy.

China’s transformation from
a quiet presence at the UN’s
Conference of the Parties summits

to a more central player seeking
the world’s attention reflects a shift
in the fight against global warming
since US President Donald Trump’s
return to office.

Long a skeptic of climate change,
Trump has again pulled the United
States - the world’s largest historic
emitter - from the landmark
international Paris Agreement to
limit global warming. This year, for
the first time ever, he declined to
send an official high-level delegation
to represent US interests at the
summit.

“President  Trump will not
jeopardize our country’s economic
and national security to pursue
vague climate goals that are killing
other countries,” White House
spokeswoman Taylor Rogers told
Reuters.

Protesters gather at First Ward Park for the ‘No Border Patrol in Charlotte’ rally before marching through uptown
Charlotte, North Carolina, on Saturday. Federal officials confirmed that the Trump administration has begun
deploying ICE and Border Patrol agents to the city.

PHOTO: AFP

Displaced Palestinians
travel with their
belongings on the back
of a vehicle on a rainy
day in the central Gaza
Strip yesterday. Heavy
rains flooded tents in
makeshift camps in
Gaza City, as the United
Nations warned that
Israeli restrictions

on aid have left
hundreds of thousands
of families without
adequate shelter.

Since the start of the
ceasefire agreement
last month, at least 266
people have been killed
and 635 wounded in
Israeli attacks.

ASYLUM OVERHAUL
Britain to make
refugee status
temporary

REUTERS, London

Britain said it would make refugee status temporary and
the wait for permanent settlement would be quadrupled
to 20 years under the country’s most sweeping overhaul
of policy on asylum seekers in modern times.

The Labour government has been hardening its
immigration policies, above all on illegal small-boat
crossings from France, in efforts to stem the soaring
popularity of the populist Reform UK party, which has
driven the immigration agenda.

The government said it would take inspiration from
Denmark’s approach, one of the toughest in Furope

where growing anti-immigrant sentiment has led to
increased restrictions in many countries - and widely
criticised by rights groups. As part of the changes, the
statutory duty to provide support to certain asylum
seekers, including housing and weekly allowances, will be

PHOTO: REUTERS revoked, the Home Office (interior ministry) said.
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