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UNSC to vote on Trump 
Gaza plan tomorrow
AFP, United Nations

The UN Security Council will vote tomorrow on a resolution endorsing 
US President Donald Trump’s Gaza peace plan, diplomats said.

Last week the Americans officially launched negotiations within 
the 15-member Security Council on a text that would follow up on a 
ceasefire in the two-year war between Israel and Hamas and endorse 
Trump’s plan.

A draft of the resolution seen Thursday by AFP “welcomes the 
establishment of the Board of Peace,” a transitional governing body 
for Gaza -- that Trump would theoretically chair -- with a mandate 
running until the end of 2027.

It would authorise member states to form a “temporary 
International Stabilization Force (ISF)” that would work with Israel 
and Egypt and newly trained Palestinian police to help secure border 
areas and demilitarize the Gaza Strip.

Unlike previous drafts, the latest mentions a possible future 
Palestinian state.

The United States and several Arab and Muslim-majority nations, 
including Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Turkey, called Friday for the UN 
Security Council to quickly adopt the resolution.

“The United States, Qatar, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Pakistan, Jordan, and Türkiye 
express our joint support for the Security Council Resolution 
currently under consideration,” the countries said in a joint 
statement, adding they were seeking the measure’s “swift adoption.”

US justice dept to 
probe Epstein ties 
with Democrats
REUTERS, Washington

The US Justice Department said on Friday it 
will fulfil President Donald Trump’s request 
to investigate Jeffrey Epstein’s ties to former 
Democratic President Bill Clinton and JPMorgan 
JPM.N, as Trump sought to shift the focus from 
his relationship with the convicted sex offender.

The move comes two days after a congressional 
committee released thousands of documents that 
raised new questions about Trump’s relationship 
with the late financier, and marks the latest in 
a series of demands by Trump for federal law 
enforcement to pursue his perceived political 
enemies.

Attorney General Pam Bondi said Jay Clayton, 
the top federal prosecutor in Manhattan, will lead 
the investigation.

The Epstein scandal has been a political thorn 
in Trump’s side for months, partly because he 
amplified conspiracy theories about Epstein to his 
own supporters. Many Trump voters believe Bondi 
and other officials have covered up Epstein’s 
ties to powerful figures and obscured details 
surrounding his death by suicide in a jail in 2019.

People take part in a protest to call for climate justice and territorial protection during the UN Climate Change Conference (COP30), in Belem, 
Brazil, yesterday. Thousands of people marched through the streets of Belem yesterday, demanding “real solutions” to human-caused global 
warming as the Brazilian city hosts this year’s UN climate talks. Their demands include “reparations” for damage caused by corporations 
and governments, especially to marginalised communities. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Trump to sue BBC
AFP, Aboard Air Force One

US President Donald Trump said on Friday he 
would sue the BBC for up to $5 billion, after the 
British broadcaster apologised but said it would 
not pay damages for a misleading speech edit.

The broadcaster has rejected Trump’s legal 
defamation claim, but the president appears 
determined not to let the matter rest, even after 
the departure of top BBC executives.

“We’ll sue them for anywhere between a billion 
and five billion dollars, probably some time next 
week. I think I have to do it. They’ve even admitted 
that they cheated,” Trump told reporters aboard 
Air Force One.

Trump earlier said he would sue the BBC for $1 
billion, an already enormous sum that represents 
13 percent of the organisation’s annual revenue. 

The broadcaster has been in turmoil since 
the edited clip from its flagship news program 
“Panorama” -- aired before the 2024 presidential 
elections -- resurfaced last week.

On Monday, the BBC apologised for giving 
the impression in the documentary that Trump 
had directly urged “violent action” just before the 
assault on the US Capitol by his supporters on 
January 6, 2021.

9 killed in blast at J&K 
police station

Police say JeM claim of responsibility ‘false’
AFP, Srinagar

Nine people were killed and 31 
injured when confiscated explosives 
accidentally blew up at a police 
station in Indian-administered 
Kashmir, police said yesterday, just 
days after a car blast in Delhi killed 
a dozen people.

The incident happened in 
Nowgam and the explosives at the 
police station were recovered from 
Faridabad in the northern state 
of Haryana earlier this week, just 
hours before the powerful blast in 
Delhi that killed 12 people.

Samples from the recovered 
material were being sent for further forensic 
examination since Thursday, the region’s 
director general of police Nalin Prabhat said, and 
the procedure was being handled with “utmost 
caution” due to its “unstable and sensitive 
nature”.

“However, unfortunately during this course 

(on Friday) around 11:20pm, an 
accidental explosion has taken 
place. Any other speculation 
into the cause of this incident is 
unnecessary,” he told reporters.

The victims included police 
personnel, forensic team members 
and two crime photographers and 
other members from the local 
administration.

“The building of the police 
station has been severely damaged 
and the adjacent buildings have 
been affected,” he added.

Local media reported that the 
militant organisation People’s 

Anti-Fascist Front (PAFF), said to be 
close to the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) group, 
had taken responsibility for the explosion, but 
the region’s police dismissed the claims.

“The claim of PAFF or any other Pakistani 
terrorist group is patently false, baseless and 
mischievous!” the Jammu and Kashmir police 
said in a post on X.


