
NEWS

Murder case filed over killing
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wife called them over the 
phone and told them my 
residence came under 
attack… They informed that 
my wife and son suffered 
severe injuries in the attack, 
and my wife sought police 
help,” he said in the case.

Accompanied by 
colleagues, the judge 
rushed to his residence.

The statement notes 
that Tasmin had earlier 
filed a GD with Jalalabad 
Police Station in Sylhet on 
November 6, alleging that 
Limon had threatened to 
kill her.

Meanwhile, the autopsy 

report confirmed that 
Tawshif died from excessive 
bleeding caused by a deep 
injury to his leg.

Rajshahi Metropolitan 
Police Deputy Commissioner 
(CTTC) Gaziur Rahman said, 
“There were also marks of 
strangulation.”

Limon was also injured 
and is undergoing 
treatment at Rajshahi 
Medical College Hospital 
under police guard.
JUDGES THREATEN TO 

GO ON STRIKE

The Bangladesh Judicial 
Service Association (BJSA) 
yesterday demanded 
immediate measures to 

ensure the security of 
judges across the country.

In a statement, the 
association of lower court 
judges demanded action 
against “police officers’ 
negligence” that led to the 
Rajshahi incident.

BJSA also warned that 
if the government fails to 
implement these measures 
within 48 hours, judges 
will begin a collective “pen 
down” strike from Sunday.

All judicial officers will 
wear black badges on Sunday 
to honour the victim and 
protest the deteriorating 
security situation, the 
statement added.

Reinstate 170
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Following the restructuring 
of the company’s 
management, several 
positive measures improved 
working conditions, but 
some disputes remained.

In response to the High 
Commission’s request, 
Mediceram has expressed 
willingness to resolve the 
issue quickly and agreed 
to reinstate the striking 
workers immediately, 
subject to their return to 
work and clearance from 
Malaysian immigration.

Ahead of ICT verdict
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However, leaked audio 
verified by BBC Eye and 
played in court suggests 
she authorised the use of 
lethal force in July 2024. 
The Daily Star’s own 
investigation also found 
evidence she issued such 
orders. 

One recording from 
July 18, 2024 captures her 
telling her nephew, former 
Dhaka South mayor Fazle 
Noor Taposh: “I have given 
instructions, now I have 
given direct instructions; 
now they will use lethal 
weapons. Wherever they 
find them [protesters], they 
will shoot directly.”

Hasina told the BBC she 
has been unable to defend 
herself or appoint her 
own lawyers, alleging the 
case is designed to deliver 
a “pre-ordained guilty 
verdict”. 

She also said her political 
opponents went after 
her to “liquidate” Awami 
League as a political force. 
All activities of Awami 
League and its associated 
and affiliated organisations 

remain banned.
Hasina’s lawyers in the 

UK, meanwhile, have filed 
an urgent appeal to the UN 
over fair-trial concerns at 
the tribunal.

The BBC interview 
also touched on further 
allegations stemming 
from her 15-year rule, 
including a separate ICT 
case involving accusations 
of crimes against 
humanity. Hasina denied 
all charges.

Asked about the secret 
jails discovered after she 
was ousted -- facilities 
where people had been 
held for years without due 
process -- Hasina said she 
“did not have knowledge” 
of them. 

She also denied 
involvement in extra-
judicial killings and 
enforced disappearances. 

Her earlier written 
interviews were published 
by Reuters, AFP and The 
Independent on October 
29, followed by The Hindu, 
Hindustan Times and The 
New Indian Express on 
November 7.

Battered road
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several days after rains, 
preventing children 
from going to school 
and causing sufferings 
to some 10,000–15,000 
people.

Another resident, 
Mizan said, “Its condition 
worsened over the past 
five years. In the last 
two years, it has become 
unusable. Around one-
and-half years ago, Wasa 
installed a water pipeline 
but did not repair the road 
afterward, worsening the 
situation further.”

He added, “The city 
corporation acts only 
when it’s already too 
late. Does it not have any 
responsibility to repair 
a road? I have lived here 
since 1994 and never 
seen a proper road repair 
work.”

Teachers and students 
of Purbo Jurain 
Government Primary 
School are also struggling. 

Assistant teacher 
Rabeya Sultana said the 
link road in front of the 
school is equally terrible. 

Another assistant 
teacher, Marium Akter, 
said she bought a pair 
of gumboots to wade 
through dirty water. 

Student Pinki Akter 

said she developed skin 
complications from 
walking through the 
waterlogged road.

Contacted, Md Lutfor 
Fakir, executive engineer 
of Dhaka South City 
Corporation’s Zone-5, 
said the road falls under 
Ward 53. A tender was 
invited at the beginning 
of 2024 for repairs, but 
the contractor who 
received the work order 
did not start the project 
despite repeated requests. 
DSCC later cancelled the 
contract.

“The contractor then 
filed a petition, and until 
the legal issue is resolved, 
we cannot proceed,” he 
said.

Jurain turns into
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School as an example 
of long-standing 
infrastructural negligence. 
“The 31-year-old school 
building remains 
waterlogged persistently. 
Its ground floor has been 
unusable for nearly 20 
years. It was repaired once, 
but not properly -- they just 
dumped sand on the floor, 
with water accumulating 
for years, especially after it 
rains. It is a major breeding 
site for mosquitoes.”

“In some low-lying areas, 
like the DND embankment 
area, the drainage system is 
extremely poor and water 
stays trapped for days. For 
installing meters, small 
concrete pits -- like mini 
tanks -- have been made 
in almost every house. I 
inspected several recently 
and saw Aedes larvae inside. 
Aedes mosquitoes do not 
need large waterbodies to 
breed, a small amount is 
enough,” he said.

Jurain, Dania, 
Shyampur, Konapara, and 
Matuail are among the 
worst dengue-affected 
areas, he added. 

“Many dengue 
patients are from these 
areas. Waterlogging and 
low-lying houses are 
major contributors. The 
government rarely addresses 
it. City corporation staffers 
come sometimes, but 
scaring people by imposing 
fines is what they do best.”

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services, at least 
326 dengue patients have 
died as of yesterday, while 
82,606 others have been 
hospitalised across the 
country this year. Of them, 
156 deaths and 11,894 cases 
are from DSCC areas.

Pinki Akter, a student of 
Purba Jurain Government 
Primary School, said they 
endure mosquito bites 
inside classrooms even 
after using mosquito-
repellent coils.

Ayman Akhtar, a 
resident of Darogabari area, 
said her younger brother, 
Ayat Hossain Ashfaque, a 
first-grader at the school, 
was diagnosed with dengue 
a month ago and has just 
recovered.

While speaking to 
students and teachers at the 
school, this correspondent 
also suffered mosquito 
bites -- even at noon.

Assistant teacher 
Rabeya Sultana said 
around 10 percent of their 
students were infected with 
dengue this year and have 
since recovered. 

“DSCC often sprays 
insecticide inside the school. 
We also use mosquito 
coils and repellents, but 
mosquitoes bite us round 
the clock. Poor cleanliness 
in the area and shortage of 
cleaners contribute to this 
situation.”

Contacted, Nishat 
Parvin, chief health 
officer of DSCC, said they 
are conducting drives in 
major hotspots, including 
Wari, Jurain, Jatrabari, 
and Kamrangirchar. “As 
part of our initiative, we 
will conduct extensive 
drives in Ward 62 and 63 
on Saturday. We will cover 
all DSCC wards gradually 
including hotspots,” she 
said.

DU teacher sent
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On Tuesday, allegation 
letters from two victims 
were submitted to the DU 
authorities, said Prof Dr 
Abdus Salam, dean of the 
Faculty of Science and a 
professor of Chemistry.

“The academic 
committee sent a 
recommendation letter 
to the vice chancellor, 
who then took necessary 
steps against the teacher,” 
he said, adding that 
around 100 students 
accompanied the victims 
when they submitted the 
letters.

At least seven students 
signed each of the two 
allegation letters as 
witnesses. 

Students of the 
department said many 
others also joined to 
testify to the allegations. 
The victims accused 
the professor of sexual 
harassment, physical and 
mental abuse.

According to both 
complaint letters, Halim 
called the students to his 
residence under the pretext 
of providing academic 
support, where the abuse 
took place.

They have been 
avoiding his classes out 
of fear, according to their 
statements.

Contacted, DU Proctor 
Saifuddin Ahmed said 
the allegations have 
been forwarded to the 
university’s anti-sexual 
harassment cell for 
investigation. 

“The accused professor 
has been relieved 
of all academic and 
administrative duties until 
the probe is completed,” he 
said.

On Thursday night, 
a group of Chemistry 
Department students 
held a press conference 
at the Dhaka University 
Journalists’ Association 
office, where they presented 
the allegations.
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Activists hold placards at a protest rally titled “My Scarf My Choice” (Amar Orna 
Amar Choice) at the capital’s Shahbag Intersection area yesterday. They demanded 
punishment for harassers, urged women’s participation in policymaking, promoted 
women’s safety in every sphere and freedom to choose what to wear.
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