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Two farmers clear weeds from a peanut field in Chilmari upazila of Kurigram. They say each bigha costs roughly Tk 50,000 to cultivate, but
the 90-day harvest can earn them Tk 70,000 to Tk 90,000 in profit. The photo was taken on Tuesday in Korai Barishal Char of the upazila’s

Chilmari union.

Indigenous protesters

clash with security at
COP30 summit

Push for stronger role in climate action, forest management

REUTERS, Belem

Dozens of Indigenous protesters
forced their way into the COP30
climate summit venue on Tuesday
and clashed with security guards
at the entrance to demand climate
action and forest protection.

Shouting angrily, protesters
demanded access to the UN
compound where thousands of
delegates from countries around
the world are attending this year’s
UN climate summit in the Amazon
city of Belem, Brazil.

Some waved flags with slogans
calling for land rights or carried
signs saying, “Our land is not for
sale.”

“We can’t eat money,” said

New ‘Lucifer’
bee discovered
in Australia

AFP, Sydney

Asif deadly snakes, spiders and sharks
were not enough, Australia now has a
new creepy critter: a “lucifer” bee with
devil-like horns.

The species -- dubbed Megachile
(Hackeriapis) lucifer -- was found in
the state of Western Australia, Curtin
University announced on Tuesday.

Kit Prendergast at the university’s
School of Molecular and Life
Sciences discovered the bee while
surveying a critically endangered
wildflower in 2019 and was
immediately drawn to the insect’s
unique appearance.

“The female had these incredible
little horns on her face,” she said.

A fan of the Netflix TV show
“Lucifer”, she said the name was the
perfect fit for the bee’s distinctively
devilish appearance.

“It’s the first new member of this
bee group to be described in more
than 20 years, which really shows how
much life we still have to discover,”
Prendergast said.

She added that she hopes the
discovery will raise awareness about
the number of undiscovered species
that could still be out there, especially
in areas threatened by mining.

“Many mining companies still
don’t survey [or native bees, so we
may be missing undescribed species,
including those that play crucial roles
in supporting threatened plants and
ecosystems,” she said.

Protesters force their
way into summit venue

B> 2 security staff hurt,
venue suffers minor
damage

> Indigenous communities

spotlighted in COP30
by Lula

Nato, an Indigenous leader from
the Tupinamba community, who
uses only one name. “We want
our lands free from agribusiness,
oil exploration, illegal miners and
illegal loggers.”

.

Security guards pushed the
protesters back and used tables to
barricade the entrance. A Reuters
witness saw one security guard
being rushed away in a wheelchair
while clutching his stomach.

Another guard with a fresh cut
above his eye told Reuters he had
been hit in the head by a heavy
drumstick thrown from the crowd.
Security confiscated several long,
heavy sticks.

The protesters dispersed shortly
after the clash. They had been in a
group of hundreds who marched to
the venue.

Security guards later allowed
delegates to exit the venue, having
carlier asked them to move back

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1
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Bodies of man,
daughter found
with slit throats

Wife rescued in
critical condition

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Police recovered the slit-
throat bodies of a man and
his daughter from a house

in  Haluaghat upazila
of  Mymensingh early
yestedray.

The deceased were

identified as Ratan Mia,
30, and his daughter Naria,
7, of Amirkakura village,
according to police.

Ratan’s wife, Julekha,
25, who also suffered stab
injuries to her throat,
was rescued and sent
to a hospital in critical
condition, said Md Hafizul
Islam Harun, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Haluaghat
Police Station.

Police said Ratan and
Julekha married in 2016.

SEE PAGE 8 COL 2
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Demonstrators, including Indigenous people, take part in a protest as they force their way into
the venue hosting the UN Climate Change Conference (COP30), in Belem, Brazil, on Tuesday.

Gralt, law and order top
concerns ol young voters

Reveals BYLC survey; BNP narrowly leads Jamaat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Tackling  corruption  and
restoring law and order are top
priorities of young voters ahead
of the polls, according to a
survey by the Bangladesh Youth
Leadership Centre (BYLC).

The Youth Matters Survey
2025 found that 49.8 percent
of  respondents  expressed
confidence in the -eclection’s
transparency under the interim
government, 31.6 percent were
uncertain, and 18.5 percent
lacked confidence.

Though corruption (67.1
percent), unemployment (55.9

percent), and law and order
(43.4 percent) are the most
pressing concerns, social issues,
particularly women’s safety,
emerged as significant concerns
among the respondents.

Seventy-six ~ percent  of
respondents said women and
girls feel unsafe in Bangladesh.
Among them, 55.2 percent
cited sexual harassment, 40.3
percent pointed to weak law
enforcement, and 26.6 percent
mentioned  harassment  in
public spaces.

When it comes to politics,
nearly one-third of respondents
remain undecided about whom

they will vote for. About 19.6
percent prefer the BNP, 16.9
percent support Jamaat-e
Islami, 9.5 percent plan to vote
for the Awami League, and 3.6
percent favour the National
Citizen Party. 17.7 percent
declined to disclose their
choice.

Abul Khayer Shajib, manager
of BYLC’s Research, Monitoring,
and Evaluation Department,
presented the findings at the
BYLC office in Mohakhali.

The survey collected
responses from 2,545 young
people aged 18-35 across all

SEE PAGE 8 COL 1
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